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President’s Letter 

As we move forward into spring, we are brimming with fresh ideas and resolute  
intentions. Plans are afoot to make the WNDC a Get-Out-the-Vote hub again as we focus 
on 2017 and 2018 races. Our active new members are eager to join hands with their  
established leadership to move this vital agenda forward. There are important races to 
focus on. Virginia and New Jersey will hold gubernatorial elections in 2017. The  
Georgia Senate seat left unoccupied by Tom Price is up for grabs. There are legislative 
elections in Virginia and North Carolina. Additionally, there are important mayoral  
elections in Massachusetts, Ohio, and Pennsylvania among others. 

The 2017/2018 elections will set the stage for the 2020 elections, which in turn will  
determine which party controls the redistricting process in many states. This process  
establishes congressional and legislative district lines, which can influence the  
competitiveness of those elections in favor of one political party or another until the  
following census in 2020. 

Our March 15 event was another wonderful step forward. We hosted Chairman Perez of 
the DNC, who laid out the future plans of a re-activated Democratic National Committee. 
Leader Nancy Pelosi encouraged our efforts  to support the party and her daughter, 
Christine Pelosi, who was elected to the Executive Committee of the DNC in Atlanta last 
month. We were also fortunate to have former Lieutenant Governor of Maryland,  
Kathleen Kennedy Townsend, give her views on the future efforts of progressives and 
Democrats. We had the young Congressman Eric Swalwell from California, head of the 
Future Forum, talk about the vital role young leaders need to play in transforming the  
political landscape of our nation. And Bob Bland, one of the co-founders of the Women's 
March on Washington, talked about keeping the legions of young women engaged in the 
political process. The 200 members and friends who gathered at our historic clubhouse 
were joined by thousands of viewers as they witnessed history unfold on Facebook Live. 

We are planning monthly major, focused events as we move towards our centenary in 
2022. On May 8, 2017, the WNDC will host President John F. Kennedyôs 100th birthday 
with Kathleen Kennedy Townsend and associates of the President. Stay tuned for more 
exciting announcements about upcoming events.             ð Nuchhi Currier 

Newly elected DNC Chairman Tom Perez 

Kandie Stroud, Nuchhi Currier, Tom Perez, Kim Scott 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi 

Lt. Gov. of MD, Kathleen Kennedy Townsend, with Peter Peckarsky Christine Pelosi WMW Co-founder Bob Bland with daughter California Congressman Eric Swalwell 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Thursday, April 6, 2017 (Lunch) 

Reading Partners Orientation ¦  

Harry Jaffe and Naomi Shachter 

DC Literacy Program to host  

Introductory Session  

TIME: 12:00—

1:30 PM 

Reading Part-
ners, a DC-based 
literacy program 
in 20 schools, will 
conduct an intro-

ductory session for WNDC members and guests 
interested in learning in how to raise achievement 
levels in DC through a well-structured reading 
program.  
Reading Partners is changing life trajectories for 
975 students in our area by building skills with a 
proven, data-driven curriculum that has demon-
strated results nationwide.   

At this informal "working" lunch, you will learn 
about their important work and how to get  
involved from Community Engagement Director 
Naomi Shachter and Board Member Harry Jaffe. 
They will share a short video of the program as 
well as sample curriculum packets. Two WNDC 
members, Gretchen Bloom and Anna Fierst, will 
share their personal stories as enthusiastic tutors 
with Reading Partners.  

Reading Partners is looking for a few more tutors 
to make sure that every DC school child gets the 
help he or she needs.    

PRICE: $15 Members & Non-members for light 
lunch.  No cost for information session only. 

Friday, April 7, 2017 (Tour) 

Archives Tour and WNDC Lunch 

TIME: 9:00 AM Tour; 11:30 AM Lunch at 

WNDC 

WNDC members and friends are being of-
fered a special opportunity to see the National Archives through the eyes 
of long-time employees who are passionate experts. The mandate of the 
Archives is to preserve the history of America through Federal government 
documents and make this history accessible to the public. 

Special Assistant to the Archivist Sam Anthony, who has worked at the 
National Archives for 26 years, will briefly discuss its mission, the architec-
ture of the building, and the significance of the murals in the Rotunda.  He 
will then show us the Charters of Freedom and the important documents 
displayed there (Declaration of Independence, U.S. Constitution and Bill of 
Rights) and explain how they are preserved. 

Christine Blackerby, curator of the "Amending America" exhibit, will then 
explain how the U.S. Constitution has been amended 27 times from more 
than 11,000 proposals. Guests will be free to explore the public vaults and 
the Records of Rights exhibits afterwards. 

Meet by 8:55 AM outside of the Special Events entrance on the Mall side 
of the National Archive (Constitution Avenue near the corner of 7th Street).   

PRICE: $25 Members & $30 Non-members (includes tour and lunch at 
WNDC); $10 tour only. 

Limited to 20 participants.   

Friday, April 7, 2017 (Evening) 

Cornell University Chorus Performance and Reception 

TIME: 5:30—7:30 PM;  5:30 
Bar opens; 6:00 PM Perfor-

mance starts 

Please join your fellow Club 
members and members of 
the Cornell Club of Washing-
ton for an evening of song and conversation with the women of the ac-
claimed Cornell University Chorus as our guests. Last year, the Cornell 
University Chorus, in conjunction with the Cornell University Glee Club, 
performed a debut at Carnegie Hall of the commissioned piece ñCantaresò 
by Roberto Sierra. The Chorus and Glee Club recorded this piece last 
January in Mexico City with the Xalapa Symphony Orchestra. We are 
pleased to host the Chorus in Washington, DC this spring, performing 
their current repertoire.  

Please join us for a brief presentation of highlights of their tour, cocktails, 
hors dôoeuvres, and conversation with Chorus members, followed by  
Cornell Songs from the stairs of Whittemore House.  

PRICE: $20 for members of both Clubs/ $25 Non-Members.  
Hors dôoeuvres and Cash bar.  
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Thursday, April 6, 2017 (Evening) 

DFA Organizing Meeting 

TIME:  7:00 PM  

An organizing and liaison  
meeting for activists in 
Washington, DC, to meet with groups in MD and 
VA to create an active resistance agenda. Individ-
uals and groups welcome. Please bring your en-
thusiasm and your friends as we band together to 
meet the challenges of tomorrow. Speakers  

include James H. “Jim” Dean,  DFA chair.  

PRICE: This event is free. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Thursday, April 13, 2017 (Lunch) 

SOCIAL ROLE OF THE ARTS SERIES  

John Feffer: Telling Tales in the Time of Trump  

The arts have a tremendous potential to transform the world of 
politics and geopolitics. Think of the novel Uncle Tom's Cabin 
or Picasso's ñGuernica.ò But how can storytelling help create 

positive change at a time of fake news and outlandish presidential tweets? John 
Feffer is a playwright, performer, novelist, and foreign policy expert whose just-
published dystopian novel, Splinterlands, anticipated the election of Donald 
Trump. He will discuss the urgency of storytelling at the current moment with ex-
amples from his novel and his performances. 

Wednesday, April 19, 2017 (Evening) 

Nan Aron: A Critical Conversation  

on the Fate of the Supreme Court 

TIME:  5:30-7:00 PM; 5:30-6:00 PM  

Reception; 6:00-7:00 PM Program 

At this defining moment for justice and our nationôs future, 
the courts are the last bulwark against an out-of-control pres-

ident who has  claimed unchecked authority and attacked the independence of 
our judiciary. We need impartial judges to check the president, but Supreme 
Court nominee Neil Gorsuch will not be that independent voice.  

The handling of this nomination will provide the framework for all future fights. 
Several more vacancies may occur during the Trump years,  and there are cur-
rently over 100 vacancies on the lower courts. Nan Aron, president of the Alli-
ance for Justice (which is leading the fight against the Gorsuch nomination) will 
discuss the future of the Supreme Court and the federal judiciary.  

PRICE: $20 Members/ $25 Non-members; includes hors dôoeuvres.  
$10 Lecture only 

Thursday, April 20, 2017 (Lunch) 

Celia Wexler: Does Sexism in the Catholic Church  

and the Decline of the News Media Explain  

the 2016 Election?  

Author Celia Wexler views institutions through the lens of 
personal experience. Her two award-winning books, Out of 
the News and Catholic Women Confront Their Church: Sto-

ries of Hurt and Hope,  profile journalists and Catholic feminists to identify the 
fault lines in the news business and the misogyny in the Catholic Church. The 
trends she identifies help explain the 2016 election, when U.S. bishopsô opposi-
tion to Obamacare depressed the white Catholic vote. The exceptional individuals 
she profiles include The Wireôs David Simon; investigative reporter Chuck Lewis; 
ABC reporter Beverley Lumpkin; Catholic feminists Sister Simone Campbell, pro-
choice activist Frances Kissling, and LGBT advocate Marianne Duddy-Burke.  

The books will be available for purchase and signing.  

Tuesday, April 18, 

2017 (Lunch) 

Social Thought in the 

Age of Trump: The  

Politics of Personality 

vs. System Transfor-

mation 

The advent of Trump's presidency repre-
sents one of the high-water marks of char-
ismatic, personalist politics in U.S. history. 
Yet Trump's victory can also be under-
stood as the result of a structural crisis 
in American society.     

How can we think creatively and construc-
tively about the sources of the Trump phe-
nomenon and the best means of solving 
our nation's underlying systemic prob-
lems? Richard E. Rubenstein, well-
known expert on conflict resolution 
at George Mason Universty, and author of 
the recently published Structural conflict  
resolution: How violet systems can be 
transformed, will lead a spirited discussion 
of these fascinating and important ques-
tions.  

Rubenstein will be joined by Diane Perl-
man, PhD, adjunct faculty member,  
S-CAR, at GMU. 

The book will be available for purchase 
and signing. 

Tuesday, April 11 (Lunch) 

THE U.S. ROLE IN A CHANGING WORLD 

SERIES 

Sherri Goodman:  

Water Stress and  

National Security 

What is the connection 
between global water 
stress and national secu-

rity?  What are the national security impli-
cations of climate change? Dr. Sherri 
Goodman, Senior Fellow, Woodrow  
Wilson International Center for Scholars, 
and former First Deputy Undersecretary of 
Defense (Environmental Security), will 
explore these questions and how to  
address them.  

WNDC     1526 New Hampshire Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20036      Phone: (202)232-7363   www.democraticwoman.org 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

"The Eyes Have 
It"                      

FRANCES PERKINS' DESK 

Frances Perkins (1880-1965) was the 
first woman cabinet officer in U.S. history, 
appointed as Secretary of Labor when 
FDR swept into the White House in 1932.  

From a comfortable background in 
Worcester, MA, Frances Perkins attend-
ed Mount Holyoke College, where she 

was introduced to the cause of social reform. While teaching 
in Chicago, she spent her free time at Hull House, the famous 
settlement house founded by Jane Addams and Ellen Gates 

Starr, and began to move into the new field of social 
work.  Later Perkins witnessed the 1911 Triangle Shirtwaist fire 
in New York City, where 145 workers, trapped behind locked 
doors, lost their lives, and became more resolved to fight for 
better conditions for working people, especially women. 

Perkins had served under Franklin Roosevelt when he was 
governor of New York before becoming President.  After serv-
ing as Secretary of Labor (1933-1945) throughout FDR's four 
terms as president, Perkins continued to lecture and write, and 
teach at the Cornell School of Industrial and Labor Relations. 

See the desk donated to the Club by her daughter, Susanna W. 
Coggeshall, in her memory, in the library on the second floor. 

* Also known as  the New York State School of Industrial Relations at Cornell University 
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Thursday, April 27, 2017 (Lunch) 

THE U.S. ROLE IN A CHANGING WORLD  

Melvin Goodman:  

"LDQHB@½R 3TRRH@  

Problem: A New Chapter 

Twenty-five years ago, the 
United States had an im-
portant strategic opportunity to 
remake its foreign policy  
because of the dissolution of 

the Warsaw Pact and the Soviet Union, an 
opportunity that has been largely squandered. 
Now the Trump administration must deal with 
the issue in the wake of Russian involvement 
in the presidential election, worsening bilateral 
relations due to Putin's actions in Ukraine and 
Syria, and the confusion created by a new 
national security team in Washington that has 
no obvious plan or policy. Meanwhile, im-
portant decisions must be taken regarding 
arms control and disarmament as well as poli-
cy in East and Central Europe. Mr. Good-
manôs talk will speculate on where we go from 
here.  

Melvin Goodman is the director of the Center 
for International Policyôs National Security 
Project and former division chief of the 
CIAôs Office of Soviet Affairs.  

His latest book, National Insecurity: The Cost 
of American Militarism, will be available for 
purchase and signing. 

Visual Arts and Museum Affairs 

Friday, April 21, 2017 (Evening) 

.NUHD /HFGSr y.DQBG@MSR NE %NTASx 

TIME: 6:00 PM—Bar opens with light dinner; 

7:00 PM—film starts  

ñMerchants of Doubt,ò an astounding documentary 
by Naomi Orestes and Erik Conway, will be shown 
on the eve of the March for Science on April 22, 
2017.  The film is an historic expos® of corporate 
obfuscation, such as the campaigns to allow the 
continued sales of cigarettes (even when known to 

cause cancer) and the belching of toxic chemicals into the air we breathe, 
with long-term damage to our global environment. 

Naomi Orestes and Erik Conway, both PhD historians of science, have 
studied geophysics and climate change for over thirty years. 

This is a ñmust seeò film that exposes the horrifying depths to which corpo-
rations will sink to keep maximizing more and more profits regardless of  
human or environmental costs today and to generations yet to be born. 

PRICE: $25 Members/$30 Non-Members; $10 film only. 

Monday, May 8, 2017 (Evening) 

Celebration of a President 

The WNDC will celebrate the 100th birthday of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy at an evening reception. Lieu-
tenant Governor Kathleen Kennedy Townsend will rep-
resent the family and other close associates will remi-
nisce about the life and times of this popular President.  

More information on this upcoming event to follow. 

https://www.marchforscience.com/
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DNC Update 

DNC Elects Tom Perez Chair§Keith Ellison, 

Deputy Chair 

The Democratic National Committee meeting in Atlanta 
(February 23-26) to elect new leadership was  
exhilarating!! 

First, the positive energy was contagiousðmuch like 
the Womenôs March on Washington. Candidates, voting 
DNC members, and most of the various campaignsô 
enthusiasts rallied to elect a unified and talented  
leadership team to build the Democratic Party up and 
down the ballot, from school board to U.S. Senate, 
starting with special state legislative and House  
elections in 2017 through U.S. president in 2020. 

Each office was contested, and the process (starting 
with the election of the Chair), took 13 hours. The ten 
original candidates for Chair had whittled down to two 
by the time the first ballot was cast. South Bend,  
Indiana, Mayor Pete Buttigieg, the candidate I thought 
might end up challenging the final two, withdrew just 
before the vote. 

On the first ballot, Tom Perez won 213.5 votes (just 
short of the 214 needed to win), and Keith Ellison, 200. 
So, we moved to a second ballot, which was  
fascinating. It turned out that some DNC members had 
not voted on the first ballot but voted in the second; 
some switched to the other candidate on the second 
ballot. The final result was Perez, 235; Ellison, 200. 
Tom Perez and Keith Ellison approached the stage, 
and Tom Perez was sworn in amid applause and 
cheers. Chair Perezôs first action was to move that 
Keith Ellison be named Deputy Chair. The motion was 
resoundingly seconded, and Keith Ellison was named 
Deputy Chair by cheering acclimation! It was a thrilling 
moment. 

Equally thrilling was that all candidates for every office 
were GREAT. We must keep them all involved whether 
they won or not. We are moving forward and widely as 
a catalyst for democratic mobilization. 

In tribute to this unity of competitors 
and Party, I designed and produced 
this button (right), with the generous 
help of graphics designer Kristi 
Rocap, who donated the design file. 
Now, let us move forward together in 
Democratic cohesion, harmony and 
enthusiasm!! 

DNC Update is a new feature from our Vice President for  Administra-
tion, MaryEva Candon, Esq., who is DC Democratic  National  
Committeewoman, elected citywide in 2014 to a four- year term. 

CLUB NEWS 

A NEW DEMOCRATIC ERA § March 15, 2017  

Members and Guests Celebrate New DNC Leadership 

Photo credit: Loretta Neumann and Christina Frey 
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            MON                 TUE               WED               THUR              FRI 

Luncheons available Wednesday and Friday. Cost: $20 (buffet) or $25 (plated). Reserve 24 hours ahead at (202) 232-7363 ext. 3003 

Cancellation policy: Credit is given if cancellations are made at least two business days in advance. 
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4 5 6 7 

10 11 12 13 14 

17 18 19 20 21 

24 25 26 27 28 

Luncheon Available 

with Reservation 

Luncheon Available  

with Reservation 

Luncheon Available 

with Reservation 

EF Board Meeting 

10:15 AM 

Social & Economic 

Justice Task Force 

Meeting   

11:30 AM 

Executive Committee 

Meeting  10:30 AM 

Global Women Task 

Force Meeting 

10:30 AM 

Luncheon Available 

with Reservation 

Board of Governors 

Meeting 10:30 AM 

Public Policy  

Committee  

Meeting 10:30 AM 

Celia Wexler 

Sexism in the  

Catholic Church/

Decline of News  

Media/2016 Election 

Luncheon 

 

Luncheon Available 

with Reservation 

VAMA Meeting 

10:30 AM 

U.S. Role in a  

Changing World  

Series:  

Mel Goodman   

America’s Russia 

Problem: A New 

Chapter 

Program  Committee  

Meeting 10:00 AM 

Luncheon Available 

with Reservation 

Social Role of the Arts 

Series:  

John Feffer 

Telling Tales in the 

Age of Trump 

Luncheon 

Luncheon Available 

with Reservation 

Luncheon Available  

with Reservation 

Reading Partners 

Luncheon 

National Archives 

Tour and Lunch 

9:00 AM 

Cornell University 

Chorus  5:30 PM 

U.S. Role in a 

Changing World  

Series :  

Dr. Sherri Goodman  

Water Stress and  

National Security 

Luncheon 

Nan Aron  

Fate of the Supreme 

Court  5:30 PM 

 

Movie Night  

“Merchants of 

Doubt” 

6:00 PM 

Richard Rubenstein 

Diane Perlman  

Social Thought in the 

Age of Trump 

Luncheon 

Democracy for 

America  
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WNDC Officers  2016-2017  

President                                     Nuchhi Currier 

Vice Presidents:                          

Administration                   MaryEva Candon 

Communications                        Elizabeth Joyce 

Public Policy                 Karen Pataky 

Programs            David Hoffman         

Membership                    Maria R. Ross 

Visual Arts & 

Museum Affairs                   Nuzhat Sultan    

Public Liaison            Gail Gottlieb        

Treasurer            Miae Song 

Secretary                       Judy Hubbard 

April Meetings 

 Tuesday       April 4 
10:30 AM       Public Policy Committee 
 

 Thursday       April 6 

 10:00 AM        Program Committee 
         

       Monday         April 10 
10:15 AM       Educational Foundation Board  

 

 Wednesday       April 12 

 10:30 PM       Executive Committee  
 

       Friday          April 14 
10:30 AM       Visual Arts and Museum Affairs  

        

       Wednesday       April 19 

       10:30 AM       Board of Governors  
 

       Tuesday             April 18 

       10:30 AM       Global Women Task Force  
 

       Tuesday       April 25 
       11:30 AM       Social & Economic Task Force  

Public Policy and Political Action  
     
Vice President     Karen Pataky 
      kjpataky@comcast.net  
  

The Committee for Public Policy and Political Action is composed of task 
force chairpersons and at-large members. All WNDC members are welcome 
at PPC meetings. If you wish to join a task force, please contact Karen 
Pataky or the Task Force Chair. 
 

Public Policy Task Forces Chairperson 
 

DC Statehood      MaryEva Candon 

 candon@candonlaw.com 
 

Education/Children’s Issues  OPEN 
 
 

Earth & Environment     Jean Stewart  
                                                          jean.stewart@rcn.com  
 

Faith & Values    Kristin Cabral 
    Cabral@KristinCabral.com 

 

Global Women      Veena Trehan 
    veena0323@yahoo.com 
 

GOTV Campaign Committee Naomi Naierman 
    nnaierman22@gmail.com 
 
 

Gun Policy    Gail Gottlieb 
    mgailgottlieb@gmail.com 
   

Health Care   Karen Pataky 
    kjpataky@comcast.net  
 

Social & Economic Justice Veena Trehan 
    veena0323@yahoo.com 
 

Voting Rights/Election Reform      Gail Gottlieb  
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WNDC Officers, Committees, Meetings 

Educational Foundation  

Board 2016 -2017  

EF President                   D. Anne Martin   

                      dannemar83@gmail.com 

Dianne Lorenz                             dianne.lorenz@verizon.net 

                                                                          

Nuchhi Currier                             Ex officio 

Michael Beidler                           Michael@troutdesign.com 

Nuzhat Sultan                              nuzhatsultan@gmail.com 

Betsy Clark     

Patricia Leslie                       patricialeighleslie@yahoo.com 

Rosalyn Overstreet Gonzalez    rovergonz@gmail.com 

WNDC Committees Chairpersons 
 

Arts & Museum               Nuzhat Sultan 

                           artswndc@gmail.com 
 

By-Laws             Susan Rao 

                           susanraorealtor@gmail.com 
 

Communications                        Elizabeth Joyce 
              lafleurjoyce@gmail.com 
   

Program Planning            David Hoffman  
                                                     djhoffmanscreen@aol.com  
 

Membership            Maria R. Ross 

             mrosaross@aol.com 

http://PBitondo@aol.com
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1526 New Hampshire Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20036 

May Newsletter Deadline: Wednesday, April 19 
 

 We gladly post late submissions on the website, but we cannot print any 
items submitted after the deadline. Please request a template if interested in 

submitting an event or article via idescartes@democraticwoman.org . 

 

Luncheon Schedule 

11:30 AM          Bar Opens  

12:15 PM     Lunch Served 

1:00 PM       Presentation  

1:45 PM                    Q&A 
 

 

PRICE:  $25 Members/ $30 Non-

Members $30/ $10 Lecture Only   

ON THE RADAR 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 (Evening) 

New Member Reception 

Spring Art Reception: Sharmila Kapur 
 

Monday, May 8, 2017 (Evening) 

JFK Birthday  Celebration  
 

Tuesday, May 9, 2017 (Lunch) 

The U.S. Role in a Changing World: 

Dr. Shibley Telhami 
 

Tuesday, May 16, 2017 (Evening) 

Derek Goldman  

IT'S TIME TO SPRING FORWARD... 

The Visual Arts and Museum Affairs  
Committee is offering you an opportunity 
to acquire Senator Edward Kennedy's  
limited edition, signed and numbered origi-
nal serigraph of his beloved family home 
at Hyannis Port. The house was President 
Kennedy's base for his successful 1960  
presidential campaign and also his sum-
mer White House. It is featured in the  
recent film ñJackieò. 

Only three serigraphs depicting this  
historic home are available for sale and are priced at $500 each. They 
make a beautiful gift for any special occasion or for that special summer cot-
tage that needs decorating. 

Please contact Ina Descartes at idescartes@democraticwoman.org to 
purchase. A certificate of authenticity accompanies each serigraph.  
Proceeds will benefit the VAMA Restoration fund. The serigraph may be 
viewed at the WNDC ballroom entrance on the wall next to the elevator. 


