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PRESIDENT'S
LETTER
Actions have consequences. The wheels of justice may turn slowly
but, at least sometimes, grind exceedingly fine. We are seeing some
of this play out in various political arenas across the globe. A sharp
turn to the right, hyper-nationalism, rising intolerance and
authoritarianism binds three countries we have seen in turmoil in
recent months. The USA, UK and Israel appear convulsed with
uncertainty and peril. The Trump thugocracy in the US, the Brexit
mess in the UK and the stranglehold of Bibi Netanyahu has had on
Israel are all phenomena that once seemed fairly entrenched and
difficult to dislodge.
And suddenly, come September, it all begins to unravel.
Israel’s general election sees the defeat of the Likud party and without a clear winner, President Rivlin
gets to decide who will be head of state. The decision about a coalition government is likely to come
next Wednesday, that also being the date of Netanyahu’s long-awaited criminal hearing on corruption
charges. If indicted the road might be cleared for Benny Gantz of Kahol Lavan, the more liberal of the
two contenders. The suspense is likely to last for sometime.
And then there was Brexit. Theresa May’s departure and Boris Johnson’s ascent to the premiership of
the UK seemed to point to a hard, no-deal Brexit. The UK Supreme Court decision that Johnson’s
suspension of parliament was unlawful, has made him suddenly vulnerable. There could be a new
referendum, the ouster of Boris Johnson or a renegotiated Brexit. Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. Johnson were
backed by Donald Trump. They are both in peril. As is he.
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s announcement Tuesday that the House of Representatives would launch a
formal impeachment inquiry in response to the dispute over Mr. Trump’s efforts to pressure Ukraine to
investigate his potential 2020 rival, Vice President Joseph Biden Jr., changed the game in Washington.
The final decision if the House decides to impeach and the Senate goes for conviction would involve a
complex mix of law, politics and public opinion. The next few months will be a test for Mr. Trump and his
cronies in the UK and Israel. The populations of these beleaguered nations await a sane resolution.
—Nuchhi Currier

OCTOBER 2019 EVENTS
Thursday, October 3
In Conversation with
Robin Wright
TIME: 11:30—Bar opens;
12:15 pm—Lunch served;

Celebrated Foreign Affairs analyst, journalist, author and Wilson
Center Distinguished Fellow, Robin Wright will join us at the
WNDC for an analysis of the current situation in the Middle East,
with a particular focus on the brewing US-Iran tensions. She is a
graduate of the University of Michigan, the author of eight books
and a frequent contributor to the New Yorker. Ms. Wright has
reported from 140 countries and is a frequent guest analyst on
news programs.

1:00pm - 2:00 pm—Presentation

LUNCH: $25 members
$30 non-members
$10 lecture only

Thursday, October 10
Dr. Christine Darden
TIME: 11:30—Bar opens;
12:15 pm—Lunch served;
1:00pm - 2:00 pm—Presentation

LUNCH: $25 members
$30 non-members
$10 lecture only

Tuesday, October 15
Rep. Jan Schakowsky &
Robert Creamer
TIME: 11:30—Bar opens;
12:15 pm—Lunch served;
1:00pm - 2:00 pm—Presentation

LUNCH: $25 members
$30 non-members
$10 lecture only

Tuesday, October 15
Debate Watch Party
TIME: 6:30 pm-11:00 pm

PRICE: Free but registration is
required.

We often talk about the men on the moon without recognizing the
women who put them there. Dr. Christine Darden, one of the
women featured in Margaret Shatterly's 2016 book Hidden
Figures was one of NASA's "Human Computers", and one of the
greatest contributors to the United States Space Program. Dr
Darden will speak on her journey to NASA and her passion for
mathematics which gave her the courage to move forward during
a time when women did not pursue careers in STEM.

Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky and her husband Bob
Creamer are two of the country's most astute, prominent
progressive voices. On Oct 15, they will share their thoughts on
the impeachment inquiry, other current events, and the road
ahead in Congress, and the country. Schakowsky, a senior
member of Speaker Pelosi's leadership team, is serving her
11th term and represents a district on Chicago's far North Side
and northern suburbs. She has early on called for an
impeachment inquiry of President Trump. Bob Creamer has
been a political organizer and strategist for almost five decades
and has worked with many of the country's most
significant issue campaigns. Since President Trump’s election, he has worked closely with a wide
array of grassroots organizations to create “The Resistance” to Trump’s legislative agenda. He is
also an author and regular contributor to the Huffington Post.

But wait! There’s more! Here comes another
Democratic Presidential Debate!. This time, Tulsi
Gabbard and Tom Steyer are joining the ranks on
stage. As of now, the fourth debate will feature these
two along with returning candidates Amy Klobuchar,
Andrew Yang, Bernie Sanders, Beto O’Rourke, Cory
Booker, Elizabeth Warren, Kamala Harris, Joe Biden,
and Pete Buttigieg. Over drinks, dessert, and the best
debate bingo in the city, let’s share our views and takeaways as we get one step closer to finding our
candidate. (If there are two nights of debates there will
be two nights of watch parties!)

OCTOBER 2019 EVENTS
Thursday, October 17
Free, Fair, and Alive: The
Insurgent Power of the
Commons

TIME: 6:30—Bar opens;
7:00pm - 8:00 pm—Presentation

Globalism and capitalism as we know it are failing
us -- and the evidence is all around us in the
destruction of our environment, and the
privatization of our shared wealth. What can we
do to shift the story line, and re-write our future?
Around the world, alternative economic models,
or "commons," are (re)emerging as a set of
practices that start with bottom-up civic
participation. The commons emphasizes
collective stewardship of shared wealth.

David Bollier is an American activist, scholar, and blogger who is focused on these
concepts for re-imagining economics, politics, and culture. He pursues this work as
Director of the Reinventing the Commons Program at the Schumacher Center for a
New Economics and as cofounder of the Commons Strategies Group, an
international advocacy project. Drawing on his new book, Free, Fair and Alive, David
will describe how the commons invite us to enter into different relationships than
RECEPTION: $20 members those proposed by standard economics and offer us a compelling glimpse into what
$30 non-members the future could look like. Copies of Free, Fair and Alive will be available for signing
and purchase.

Thursday, October 24
Citizenship, the Census and a
Victory for Democracy

TIME: 11:30—Bar opens;
12:15 pm—Lunch served;
1:00pm - 2:00 pm—Presentation

LUNCH: $25 members
$30 non-members
$10 lecture only

Tuesday, October 29
Educational Foundation Event

Commemorative Tea with
'Sojourner Truth'

TIME: 4:00-6:00 pm

RECEPTION: $35

In March of 2017, the Trump administration
announced that they were going to add a
citizenship question to the 2020 Census. This June,
the Supreme Court ruled that the Trump
administration's justification for this question was
was a contrived pretext. Additionally, documents
discovered this spring established what was long
suspected -- that the administration wants to
encourage that redistricting following the 2020
census be done solely using the citizen population.
The citizenship question was intended to reduce the
voice and representation of Latinos and immigrant
communities across the country.

John Freedman, a member of the legal team who took the Administration to court
over the inclusion of citizenship question in the census, will join us to tell us about
the reasons this case was necessary, the road to the Supreme Court’s decision,
and the battles that lie ahead.
On October 29, 1865, activist, orator, and former
slave, Sojourner Truth, met with President Lincoln
in the White House. Join us for tea with 'Sojourner
Truth' as she reflects on her life from being a
slave in New York to serving as one of the 19th
century's leading champions for abolition and
women’s rights. Passionate impersonator Pat
Sloan returns to the Whittemore House by
popular demand after her cameo performance in
the Educational Foundation’s “Songs for Suffrage”
event in June.

News from the

Educational Foundation

Did you know that American women first voted in Wyoming in 1870 – a full fifty years before the
passage of the 19th Amendment? Today, a century later, the Educational Foundation is working
to tell some of the forgotten history of the diverse cast of characters who struggled to win
suffrage. (You can follow the facts on our new Facebook page: facebook.com/womenvoteEF
The DC Women Oral history program is underway with Humanities DC support . A training
workshop for students from Richard Wright PCS for Journalism and Media Arts will be held
Thursday, October 3 . Want to get involved and help us preserve history? Get in touch with Judy
Hubbard (202-277-5089) to learn more.
Thanks to a major gift from a new member in honor of her mother, EF can now restore pieces
from our exquisite collection of furniture that awaited the funds necessary for careful renovation.
She is our restoration angel and we thank you!

WNDC

Calendar Update: After a careful review by their staff, the National Archives became the latest
major institution to offer the Women and the Vote calendar in their gift shop. They are offering the
calendar in conjunction with their impressive exhibit on suffrage, “Rightfully Hers.”
Calendars in Classrooms: In September, we sent calendars to school teachers in DC and
Texas. Bonnie McCabe sponsored calendars for Burgundy Farm Country Day School in honor of
her brother. Pamela Johnson donated calendars to Grace Church School in NYC (where her
adorable grandchildren are in 4th grade). Do you have a favorite school or teacher that could use
the calendar for instructional purposes? Or would you like to make a tax deductible donation
to https://wndceducationalfoundation.org/donate

WELCOME TO THE WNDC MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

Up to four FREE Months of Membership for New Members!
Join the WNDC at any time this fall and get free membership through the 2021 inauguration—all
the way until January 31, 2021. That is up to 4 free months! Any new member who joins this fall
and pays for one full year up-front will enjoy all of the benefits of membership until January 31,
2021. New members will be able to join our exciting committees and participate as members in all
of our Get Out The Vote (GOTV) activities through the critical 2020 election.
Current Members get FREE admission to events!
Current WNDC members will receive free admission to any of our regular programs (value up to
$30.00) for each new member they recruit. The Club will have a “Help Us Recruit” packet of
information available to assist members’ efforts.
Celebrate Your Birthday for FREE at Whittemore House
The WNDC has a new tradition! We will celebrate members’ birthdays with a free monthly
luncheon in our gorgeous dining room at Whittemore House. Our kick-off luncheon, for members
with September/October birthdays, will be on October 16 at 12:30. There will be free birthday
cake for everyone and members are encouraged to bring family and friends to this fun event
(family and friends will pay for their lunches).

WNDC Officers

President: Nuchhi Currier
Vice President: Heather Bonnie McCabe
Treasurer: Karen O'Connor
Co-Secretaries: Cheryl Gannon, Pege Gilgannon
Directors:
Building and Grounds: Michael Lee Beidler
Communications: Winfield Swanson
Development: Cliftine Jones
Human Resources: Winfield Swanson
Public Policy: Karen Pataky
Programs: Molly McCartney, Kalindi Winfield
Membership:
Linda Wiessler-Hughes & Michael Hughes
Visual Arts & Museum Affairs: Nuzhat Sultan
Public Liaison: Patricia Bitondo, Gretchen Bloom

Committee Chairpersons
Arts & Museum: Nuzhat Sultan
By-Laws: Susan Rao
Communications: Winfield Swanson
Get-Out-the-Vote: Melinda Burrell
Program Planning: Molly McCartney, Kalindi Winfield
Membership: Linda Wiessler-Hughes & Michael Hughes

Educational
Foundation Board
President: Pamela R. Johnson
Vice President: Nuzhat Sultan
Financial Secretary:
Michael Lee Beidler
Secretary: Christine Clemons
Elizabeth Black
Patricia Bitondo
Elizabeth Clark

Marcie Cohen
Marilyn Cruz
Nuchhi Currier
Suzanne Finney
Rosalyn Overstreet Gonzalez
Anne Martin - Past President
WNDC Treasurer: Karen O'Connor
VAMA Liaison: Winfield Swanson

Chair
Karen Pataky
Secretary
Jean Stewart
Communications
Elizabeth Vasquez

WNDC

LEADERSHIP

Public Policy & Political Action
D.C. Metro
Pat Bitondo
Gretchen Bloom
Earth and Environment
Jean Stewart

Education and
Children's Issues
Dianna Washington
Foreign Policy
Tracy Weiss
Nicole Amaral

Gun Violence
Prevention
Ellen McGovern
Health Policy
Karen Pataky

Human Rights &
Democracy
Elizabeth Clark
War Fever
Molly McCartney

------------------------

In the community

The WNDC Gun Violence Prevention Task Force was out and representing us at the National
Day of Remembrance & Rally to End Gun Violence on September 25. More than 300 people
showed up on the West Lawn of the Capitol to demand Congressional action to stem the tide of
gun-related deaths in our country. Speaker Pelosi, Rep. John Lewis, and Senators Murphy
& Blumenthal were among the many speakers that day.

WNDC Members Return To
Martha's Table Monthly
Community Market!
After a successful first round as volunteers in
August, WNDC members will return to the Martha's
Table Community Market on FRIDAY , October 25th
from 2 to 6pm. Join the indefatigable Martha's Table
staff and help distribute produce and cheer to the
community! Contact Pege Gilgannon (text or call at
202.345.1937)
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PRICE: $25 Members/ $30 Non-Members/ $10 Lecture Only.
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New Website
Our new website is live! We are still in the process of
testing it, so visit us at democraticwoman.org and tell
us if there's something we need to tweak or add!

Welcome Laci! Thank you Jen!

WNDC

Say hello to our new
Communications & Marketing
Coordinator, Laci Ollison! Laci
comes to us from her home in
Eastern North Carolina where
she worked in communications
and marketing for a variety of
small business, non-profits, and faith-based organizations. We
are excited to have her be a part of our team, and are enjoying
her easy laughter and wide smile already.
Over the last 2 months, Jennifer Mandleblatt has been
assisting our work, taking precious time away from the inspiring
work she does elevating the voice of femme-identifying folx at
Platform Women. Her support during this time of staff transition
has been invaluable, and we are deeply appreciative of her
time.

NOVEMBER Newsletter
Deadline: october 16
We gladly post late submissions
on the website, but we cannot
print any items submitted after
the deadline. Please send your
event writeup or article to
lollison@democraticwoman.org.
Publisher Information:
Anna Fierst, Newsletter Editor
Winfield Swanson, Director of
Communications

On The Radar

Tuesday, Nov 5
Virigina Election Watch Party
Tuesday, Nov 7
WNDC Members Wine and Cheese
Tuesday, Nov 7
Jim Moran: Virginia Elections Results Analysis
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