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PRESIDENT'S LETTER
Legal Jeopardy
The US has always prided itself on being a nation of laws. The final recourse in cases
that are divisive and politically charged would be a Supreme Court that is a fair arbiter.
Courts must not be simple extensions of the political branches of the Government,
averred Chief Justice Roberts in 2018. Some of the Supreme Court’s recent landmark
decisions support this contention. Paramount among those are ones on abortion, gay
and transgender rights, the fate of young immigrants known as Dreamers, and access
to President Trump’s financial records.

With a majority conservative bench at the Supreme Court, the four liberal judges need support from the Republican-appointed
members to succeed. And that is what happened in these cases. Trump appointee, Neil M. Gorsuch, and a George W. Bush
appointee, Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr., each joined with liberal justices to defeat Trump administration priorities in these
issues. Roberts has periodically sided with liberals on the court, including a case that preserved key parts of the Affordable
Care Act and a case that rejected the Trump administration’s desire for a citizenship question in the 2020 US Census.
A survey taken by researchers at Harvard, Stanford, and the University of Texas finds that the public generally
supports the politically liberal position in all of those cases. Thus, these Supreme Court decisions reflect the will of
the majority. Despite this, advocates and lawmakers need to remain skeptical. The conservative justices have proved time and
again that they will continue to refuse to respect women’s and minorities' rights. We need proactive legislative policies to
advance health care access and equality for all.
The Chief Justice, for instance, made it clear in writing the opinion that he favors striking down the Louisiana law solely
because of the precedent the court set four years ago in Texas, not out of respect for a person’s right to an abortion. To
reinforce this point, in Trump v. Pennsylvania, the court sided with the Trump administration, by allowing virtually any employer
or university to deny women birth control coverage based on the entity’s—not the woman’s—moral or religious beliefs, thereby
threatening the health and financial security of women. Additionally, the recent SCOTUS decision depriving felons from voting
is the fourth time that the court has refused to intervene to protect voting rights, despite an overwhelming public outcry.
The need to flip the Senate blue and to have a Democrat in the White House becomes more urgent. Chronic and mounting
economic inequality, food insecurity, lack of access to healthcare, voter suppression, police brutality, and access to equal
justice for the average person hang in the balance. Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s health is failing, and Mitch McConnell is resolved to
stack the courts with conservative judges. The future of this country will be decided on November 3 this year and we need to
keep our eye on the ball. We cannot miss! It is the COURTS, stupid.

—Nuchhi Currier

MEMBERSHIP
News

August Happy Hour in the Garden and Ballroom

The Membership Committee’s July Welcome Back Happy Hour was a huge success and everyone who attended had a wonderful time. It was
terrific to be back at the Club, socializing and enjoying delicious refreshments. Our next happy hour will be on August 13 from 5:30 to 7:00 pm.
As always, a few lucky people will win the drawing for door prizes. The garden can safely accommodate 16 people with effective distancing.
Guests who arrive after the garden is full will be able to socialize in the ballroom.
We ask, of course, that you keep your masks up, covering your mouth and nose, except when you are taking bites or sips. The fee is $10 per
person and the Club will serve yummy, safely passed hors d'oeuvres. Stimulate a conversation by wearing a campaign or protest button!

Permanent Incentive for New Members
The WNDC will make permanent the Membership Drive incentive in which new members who join the Club and pay a full year’s dues upfront
will have their application fee waived.

questions & How to volunteer

Questions about membership or getting plugged into a volunteer role? Please contact Membership Committee Co-Directors, Linda WiesslerHughes and Michael Hughes: michaelinda88@gmail.com.

Roz Overstreet-Gonzalez, a member of the Educational Foundation's Board of Directors, was
featured recently in Washington Lawyer. To read the article in its entirety, visit
https://bit.ly/RozArticle.
After a degree in Spanish Linguistics from Howard University, Roz worked as a bilingual
advocate for Salvadoran refugees. From there, she moved onto law school, and with degree in
hand, to the Public Defenders Service for the District. Her career at the PDS has spanned
more than 25 years so our congratulations to Roz on this well-deserved recognition!

Annual BBQ

WNDC invites you to a summer barbecue at the Club for a chance to rev our
spirits by tapping into the optimism of a bygone era of change.
Let’s travel back to 1967—the Summer of Love, hope that civil rights were on
the horizon, and the growing second wave of feminism—and enjoy a groovy
evening of fun, friends, food, and tunes.
The evening begins with themed boozy popsicles and wine and beer service,
with dinner at 6:30 pm. We will deliver curated gourmet picnic baskets to
your table so you and your guests can safely enjoy.
So tune in, turn on, and drop out at WNDC on Wednesday, August 5th from
5:30 to 7:30 pm.
$45 for adults, $25 for children. Cash bar.
Register by 12:00 pm on Monday, August 3 at bit.ly/wndc2020bbq.
Curbside delivery is also available from 3:00 to 7:00 pm if you can't attend in person but don't want to miss out on the tasty
barbecue. Place your order online and we will deliver to your car. (Children's meals are not available for curbside pickup.)

AUGUST 2020 EVENTS
We continue to offer programs online on the Zoom platform every Tuesday morning. Enjoy listening
to great speakers address important topics, all from the comfort of your own home!
We are also continuing our twice-monthly Winning Wednesdays.
Find event registration links in your weekly event emails or on our Facebook page or by going to
democraticwoman.org/events. Register 24 hours ahead of each event to receive the Zoom link.
Your contributions of $10 or more support our Employee Benefit Fund. Thank you!

Tuesday, August 4

Declining Democracy
at Home and Abroad
Michael Abramowitz
10:30–12:00 pm

Wednesday, August 5
Annual BBQ
5:30–7:30 pm

Democracy and pluralism are under assault around the world. Dictators
are stamping out domestic dissent and spreading harmful political
influence while many freely elected leaders are using populist rhetoric
to whittle down democratic freedoms. Freedom House president
Michael Abramowitz will talk about the alarming global trends to
suppress democratic participation, persecute immigrants and religious
minorities, and stifle free speech. Freedom House, co-founded by
Eleanor Roosevelt in 1941, is an independent watchdog organization
dedicated to the expansion of freedom and democracy through
research, programs, and advocacy.

Enjoy a groovy evening of fun, friends, food, and tunes at the Club for a
summer barbecue that will rev our spirits by tapping into the optimism of
a bygone era of change: 1967—the Summer of Love.The evening
begins at 5:30 with themed boozy popsicles and wine and beer service
followed by dinner at 6:30 pm with curated gourmet picnic baskets
delivered to your table. Curbside delivery for orders placed online will
also be available 3:00–7:00 pm.
The fee is $45 for adults, $25 for children (on-site only for children’s
meals). Cash bar. Register by 12:00 pm on Monday, August 3 at
bit.ly/wndc2020bbq.

Wednesday, August 12

Winning Wednesday
on the Web
6:00–8:00 pm

Thursday, August 13
Member Happy Hour

5:30–7:00 pm

Social distancing does not keep us from turning our outrage into action!
Winning Wednesday is your chance to virtually connect with other firedup Democratic volunteers and voters in key states: Arizona, Colorado,
Georgia, Maine, North Carolina, and Texas.
Each virtual meeting includes time to catch up with friends and learn
about important races or voter issues before embarking on your
volunteer opportunity. You can participate in phone banking, letter
writing, or text banking from the comfort of your own home. We end
each session by picking the winners of that week’s raffle (tickets are $5
each and proceeds fund our GOTV efforts) and celebrating each other
and what we accomplished!

The Membership Committee invites all members and
guests to the Whittemore House garden and ballroom
for our August Happy Hour. The Club will serve yummy
hors d’oeuvres to complement your drinks. We will also
have door prizes for a few lucky winners! Stimulate a
conversation by wearing a campaign or protest button!
The fee is $10 per person.

AUGUST 2020 EVENTS

Follow us on social media

@WNDCLUB

@WNDC_1922

@democraticwoman

@womenvoteef

Democratic National Convention
Monday–Thursday
August 17–20
demconvention.com

Tuesday, August 18

Should America Give
Up Global Military
Dominance?
Stephen Wertheim
10:30–12:00 pm

August 26, 27, & 28

Educational Foundation
Suffrage Program
1:00–2:30 pm

Wednesday, August 26
Winning Wednesday
on the Web

6:00–8:00 pm

As the 2020 election looms, America’s role in the world is up for debate
like never before. Americans have been told their nation possessed
unchallenged dominance and could police the world at minimal cost.
The result is endless war and disinvestment and discontent at home.
Previewing his forthcoming book, Tomorrow, the World: The Birth of
U.S. Global Supremacy, historian Stephen Wertheim discusses the
history behind America’s desire to be the world’s top political and
military power. But now the US lacks a rationale for its military primacy
and faces a stark choice: pull back or face mounting conflicts in the
century to come.

August 26, 2020 marks 100 years since the 19th Amendment was
enacted and women's suffrage was legalized. But it didn't happen
without suffragists battling for decades and it is not the end of the fight.
Join the WNDC–Educational Foundation and our partners for an online
speaker series to celebrate this milestone and the extraordinary struggle
to gain women's suffrage, and look ahead to meet today’s challenges to
secure and protect the right to vote for all Americans. Join us for three
days of early afternoon programming on August 26, 27, and 28.
Social distancing does not keep us from turning our outrage into action!
Winning Wednesday is your chance to virtually connect with other firedup Democratic volunteers and voters in key states: Arizona, Colorado,
Georgia, Maine, North Carolina, and Texas. Turn up, work to turn out the
vote, and help turn our country in a new direction!

GOTV

As we approach the Democratic National Convention, the Get Out the Vote task force is preparing to shift to weekly Winning
Wednesdays. So far this year, these bi-monthly virtual activist events have been producing close to 1,000 voter contacts each
time, generated by our activists’ enthusiastic letter-writing and phone-banking. Energy remains high—activists are mobilizing
friends and family. This is how we win! There will be a GOTV meeting via Zoom on Thursday, August 13 at 5:30 pm.
We continue to follow our Senate-forward strategy, working in six states that are crucial to taking both Senate and White House:
Arizona, Colorado, Georgia, Maine, North Carolina, and Texas. Many of these are also states where voter suppression is rampant,
making our work there all the more important. To strengthen these efforts, WNDC has updated our GOTV webpages with helpful
activist resources as well as information on Democratic candidates. Check out the webpage at democraticwoman.org/gotv and
ask a friend to "accompany" you to a Winning Wednesday. Let’s do whatever it takes to make sure we celebrate come November.

the centennial of suffrage
August 26, 2020 marks 100 years since the 19th Amendment was enacted and women's
suffrage was legalized. But it didn't happen without suffragists battling for decades and
it is not the end of the fight. Join the WNDC–Educational Foundation and our partners
for an online speaker series to celebrate this milestone and the extraordinary struggle
to gain women's suffrage, and look ahead to meet today's challenges to secure and
protect the right to vote for all Americans.

Day One: 100 Years of Women's Suffrage
Wednesday, August 26, 2020 from 1:00–2:30 pm
Noted historians will discuss the long struggle to gain the vote for women, celebrate the
political innovations and protests that characterized the women's suffrage movement, and
reflect on how racism almost killed the amendment and impeded its implementation. They
will also discuss why four amendments, multiple laws, and continuous vigilance were and
are still needed to gain and keep the right to vote.

Day Two: Now We Can Begin—100 Years of Activism
Thursday, August 27, 2020 from 1:00–2:30 pm
The enactment of the 19th Amendment was a celebrated achievement. Less recognized,
however, are the women's organizations formed by suffragists that have—over the last
century—continued fighting for voting rights, educating citizens, and promoting voter
participation. In this session, we honor organizations founded in or before 1920 that have
been hard at work for at least a century, and learn how they have developed their tools and
tactic over the years.

Day Three: Our Best Tribute Is to Finish the Work that They Began
Friday, August 28, 2020 from 1:00–2:30 pm
Participation among young voters ages 18–29 increased in 2018 but they still have the
country's lowest participation rates. In this final session, contemporary activists will
describe tools and tactics that increase youth civic engagement and shape the future of our
country. Participants will be invited to identify what steps they'll personally take to engage
voters.
Register at https://bit.ly/EF_Suffrage_Reg. More information at https://bit.ly/EF-Suffrage.
The series is free but donations are welcome. The WNDC–Educational Foundation is a 501(c)3
organization and donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Co-Sponsors to Date
Maryland Women's Heritage Center
The National Association of Colored Women's Clubs
Turning Point Suffragist Memorial

wndceducationalfoundation.org

AUGUST 2020

MONDAY

03

04

TUESDAY

05

WEDNESDAY

Lunch Service: Tuesday–Friday
12:00–2:00 pm
Reservations Required

THURSDAY

06

FRIDAY

07

THURSDAY

13

FRIDAY

14

Annual BBQ
Public Policy Committee
Meeting
5:00–6:00 pm

Declining Democracy
at Home and Abroad

Michael Abramowitz
10:30–12:00 pm

5:30–7:30 pm

GOTV Task Force
Meeting
6:00–7:30 pm

MONDAY

10

11

TUESDAY

12

WEDNESDAY

Executive Committee
Meeting
10:30–12:00 pm

Winning Wednesdays
on the Web
6:00–8:00 pm

MONDAY

17

18

TUESDAY

19

WEDNESDAY

Gun Violence
Prevention Task Force
Meeting

Program Committee
Meeting
10:30–12:00 pm

5:30 pm
September

Member Happy Hour

Newsletter

5:30–7:00 pm

Deadline 8/15

THURSDAY

20

FRIDAY

21

THURSDAY

27

FRIDAY

28

Should America Give
Up Global Military
Dominance?

Stephen Wertheim

Board Meeting
10:30–12:00 pm

10:30–12:00 pm

Democratic National Convention
MONDAY

24

TUESDAY

25

WEDNESDAY

26

Winning Wednesdays
on the Web
6:00–8:00 pm

Suffrage Program 1:00-2:30 pm

MONDAY

31

Register 24 hours ahead to receive the Zoom links to the speaker events. Find event registration links in
your weekly event emails or on our

Facebook page or at democraticwoman.org/events.

Lunch is being served!
From Tuesday to Friday, 12:00 to 2:00 pm, we're offering lunch on our outdoor patio (weather permitting) and
socially-distanced indoors with DC now opened for Phase 2. The 3-course prix fixe menu is $25. Proceeds
support the WNDC–Educational Foundation's Food*4*DC*Kids program.
Reservations are highly encourged and seating is limited to accommodate social distancing. To reserve your
spot, please call (202) 232-7363, email Pat Fitzgerald at pfitzgerald@democraticwoman.org, or register online at
tinyurl.com/y74zemjc. Share the promotional lunch video on our homepage at democraticwoman.org.
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President: Nuchhi Currier
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Saturday, August 15
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winfieldswanson@gmail.com. We cannot
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ON THE RADAR
No speaker programs September 1 or 8

PUBLIC POLICY & POLITICAL ACTION
Education and
Children's Issues
Dianna Washington

Chair
Karen Pataky

DC Metro
Patricia Bitondo

Secretary
Jean Stewart

Earth and Environment
Jean Stewart
Foreign Policy
Chair TBD

Communications
Elizabeth Vasquez

GOTV
Melinda Burrell

Health Policy
Karen Pataky

Gun Violence
Prevention
Ellen McGovern

Human Rights &
Democracy
Elizabeth Clark
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