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The year 2020 will long be remembered for the disasters it brought in its wake. We were
anticipating a momentous year for different reasons. We were all geared up to celebrate the
centennial of women’s suffrage. A presidential election year is always exciting with the
promise of change and this year in particular we hoped to win the Senate and the White
House. We were optimistically planning our political activities, hoping to build on the
successes of the midterms and the 2019 Virginia elections which heralded the emergence
of women political leaders across the nation.

—Nuchhi Currier

And then came the pandemic, creeping up on us stealthily. By mid-March the country had shut down. With
mounting infections and fatalities, growing unemployment lines, shuttered restaurants and shops, the misery
index of the population started to grow as rapidly as food and income insecurity. The cynical and callous
response by the Trump administration resulted in making America great in terms of the number of dead and
infected. We broke the world record. In the midst of this unprecedented crisis, candidates had to adjust their
political calendars and tactics, with uncertainty the only certain factor.  

We had to deal with catastrophic natural disasters in addition to the pandemic:  hurricanes, fires, and flooding, a
direct result of the ravages of climate change. And then in this summer of our confinement and distress, civil
rights issues took center stage with the Black Lives Matter movement exploding with each new case of police
brutality and racial baiting. And still COVID-19 infections and deaths kept mounting. Schools and businesses
remained closed into the fall and in this disastrous mix the political season started heating up. 

As we approach October, a month before the most important election in decades, we are confronted with another
tragedy. The passing of a feminist icon, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. And the beginning of a possible
constitutional crisis. Will the Republican majority in the Senate adhere to their own rules or will they exhibit the
same lack of integrity and disregard for fair play as they have demonstrated in the last three years? This remains
the question on every mind with justice and humanity hanging in the balance. There is so much at stake—the
threat to Roe v Wade and to the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare). Then there is the fate of Social Security, the
rights of immigrants, education policy, foreign policy, and finally the threat to democracy itself. And in the
background are the usual reverberations—interference by foreign actors in our elections, voter suppression and
intimidation by the president and his henchman, proliferation of lies and propaganda, and manipulation of voters
through social media platforms.
 
RBG leaves behind a powerful legacy. Her strategy of single-mindedly pursuing success resulted in landmark
wins for women. A tragedy in this year of the Centennial of Suffrage, RBG’s death reminds us that our fight is
never over.

Today as we brace ourselves for an ugly fight over her replacement by a ruthless and immoral majority leader of
the Senate, we have only one recommendation, one suggestion, one admonition. VOTE: Just vote. Get everyone
you know to vote. That is what will save the legacy of the heroic woman who dwarfed the giants around
her. That is what RBG would ask of you. Just Vote.

PRESIDENT'S LETTER
The Urgency of Now



The Woman’s National Democratic Club grieves the passing of a feminist icon. "A tireless and
resolute champion of justice," an architect of the legal fight for women's rights in the 1970s, Ruth
Bader Ginsburg served 27 years on the nation's highest court. Appointed in 1993 by President Bill
Clinton she consistently delivered progressive votes on the most divisive social issues of the day,
including abortion rights, same-sex marriage, voting rights, immigration, health care, and affirmative
action.

We continue to improve our Member experience with enhancements to the Club’s website. Stay tuned for the launch of our
Members’-only portal. In response to surveys of your interests, the site will allow members to: make reservations for lunch in
our dining room or on the patio, reserve a room for your private activity (a free benefit of membership), view the Members’-
only calendar, access the Member directory to facilitate networking and political action, see videos of our past programs, and
participate in discussion boards with other Members. 

MEMBERSHIP
News

Happy Hour in the Garden and Ballroom: OCtober 8
Tip a glass with your friends in our beautiful ballroom and garden at the Membership Committee’s Happy Hour on Thursday,
October 8, 5:30–7:00 pm. Discuss the previous evening’s debate with your WNDC friends! As always, a few lucky winners
will receive door prizes and our staff will pass delicious, safely served, hors d’oeuvres. In addition to socializing with some of
your favorite people, you will have the opportunity to write a postcard or two (or three!) to support Democratic candidates in
critical swing districts. The GOTV Committee will provide what you need; your fingers will do the rest. 

Our National (out-of-area) Members are missing the camaraderie of the Zoom happy hours, which we held when the Club
closed in the spring. At their request, we will hold Zoom Happy Hours from time to time—the first one being on Friday,
October 16, at 5:30. Talk with your fellow Members from DC and around the country about your thoughts on the
presidential and vice presidential debates and how to help get out the vote and other topics of interest. Bring a glass of your
favorite beverage and we’ll see you online.

Virtual Happy Hour: October 16

We Heard You! WNDC Member Portal Coming Soon

Museum AffairsVisual Arts

Restoration update
The two pier tables, both classical revival, in the First Ladies' Lounge, have been returned after
extensive restoration. F. Carey Howlett and Associates created molds for the missing pieces, replaced
some marble on one of the tables, and regilded the tables with 23 carat gold leaf. These now elegant
pier tables are in the First Ladies' Lounge, looking as they should under the restored mirrors. The
paintings of the First Ladies have also been reinstalled in the room.

In MemoriAm: Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg

and 

She had the distinction of becoming the first female tenured professor at Columbia Law School, and the founding member
of the Women's Rights Project at the American Civil Liberties Union. She was an unlikely pioneer whose gentle manner hid
a fierce intellect and attitude that, as one colleague put it, was "tough as nails." To the end of her tenure, she remained a
special kind of feminist, "both decorous and dogged." She came to the WNDC to receive our highest award "the Eleanor
Award" in 2010 with her husband. RBG will be missed acutely by the millions she touched and inspired.

At the Club in 2010 with 
the Eleanor Award



OCTOBER 2020 EVENTS

Every Wednesday until the Election will be a Winning
Wednesday! Mark your calendars! This is your
chance to virtually connect with other fired-up
volunteers and voters in key states: Arizona,
Georgia, Kansas and North Carolina. Participate in
phone banking, letter writing, or text banking from the
comfort of your home. We end each session by
picking the winners of that week’s raffle (tickets are
$5 each and proceeds fund our GOTV efforts). 

For a full description of Winning Wednesdays and
GOTV activities for October, see p. 7.  For more
information, see our special issue: WNDC-Supported
Women Candidates.

Wednesday, October
7, 14, 21, and 28 

Winning Wednesday
6:00–8:00 pm

We continue to offer programs online on the Zoom platform weekly—on most Tuesdays and
Thursdays this month. Enjoy listening to great speakers address important topics, all from the
comfort of your own home! We are also ramping up our Winning Wednesday to EVERY week until
Election Day. 

Find event registration links in your weekly event emails or on our Facebook page or by going to
democraticwoman.org/events. Register 24 hours ahead of each event to receive the Zoom link.
Your contributions of $10 or more support our Employee Benefit Fund. Thank you! 

A COVID Action Plan for the
Election Season

Valda Crowder, MD

It's easier to be involved than ever, with evening meetings! We want to make
sure that everyone has access to discussing and planning programs—so
starting in October, committee members have the option to attend an evening
meeting or the traditional daytime meetings every 2nd Friday. October
meetings: Friday, October 9, 10:30–noon OR Tuesday, October 27, 6–7 pm.
Please contact programs@democraticwoman.org to come on board

Invitation to JoinInvitation to Join
as an Active Memberas an Active Member

of the Programof the Program
Committee!Committee!

Thursday, October 1 
We’re constantly sorting through the frequently changing information about
COVID-19—what’s real, what’s politicized, and what’s just wrong. Valda
Crowder, MD, has 30 years of experience as a board-certified emergency
physician and has provided care during the COVID-19 and three other
pandemics. Dr. Crowder will talk about high-level medical information but
will also provide practical, hands-on advice to make voting as safe as
possible.10:30–12:00 pm

Tuesday, October 6 A new guide, titled Hold the Line: A Guide to Defending Democracy, was
recently released, offering steps that all Americans can take to safeguard
the 2020 election. Two of Hold the Line's co-authors, Hardy Merriman
and Kifah Shah, will discuss the guide’s recommendations and rationale,
and engage in discussion about how people can organize election
protection groups and efforts in their communities. This discussion is the
first of a two-part series. Details to come regarding a future workshop on
concrete GOTV actions.

12:00–1:00 pm

Actions You Can Take Now
to Protect the 2020 Election

Hardy Merriman and 
Kifah Shah

Tuesday, September 29 
First Presidential Debate
Watch Party and Dinner

7:00–10:30 pm

Don't forget: Our final September event is the first presidential debate
watch party and dinner! Join in person or pick up a meal at curbside
and Zoom along with us at home with special guest Barbara Bollier,
Democratic candidate for US Senate in Kansas. Cocktails and dinner
start at 7:00 pm at the Club, Zoom fun 8:00–9:00 pm with games.
Debate begins at 9:00 pm. In-Club dinner $45 adult/$25 child;
curbside pick-up dinner $45; Zoom program only $20.20.
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OCTOBER 2020 EVENTS
Follow us on social media

@WNDCLUB @democraticwoman@WNDC_1922 @womenvoteef

Final Presidential
Debate Watch Party

and Dinner

Thursday, October 22 It’s the final showdown between Biden and Trump! Join us in person to
watch the last debate with fellow Biden/Harris supporters or pick up a
meal at curbside and Zoom along with us at home with special guest
Elissa Slotkin, Democratic US House incumbent from Michigan. For
pricing and time, please see debate information for September 29.

7:00–10:30 pm

Mikva!
Democracy is a Verb

Film Screening

Tuesday, October 20 Abner Mikva was a tireless advocate for democracy and ethical
government and believed fervently in the power of young people to effect
change. The film Mikva! Democracy is a Verb—airing on PBS in late
October—chronicles his remarkable career as a US Congressman,
Federal Judge, and White House Counsel. WNDC is offering a
prescreening of the documentary, and then hosting a discussion with
Executive Producer Sanford Horwitt, journalist Al Hunt, and a Mikva
Challenge DC youth advocate.

7:00–8:00 pm

As the second program in our Social Role of the Arts series, "Confronting
Racism in and through the Arts," Arena Stage Artistic Director Molly Smith
will share how one of DC’s longest-standing theaters is embracing
practices as an antiracist organization. Arena has long valued the culture
of the rehearsal hall by honoring experimentation and collaboration. This
work culture is a part of Arena’s core values.

Thursday, October 8

Thursday, October 15

Member Happy Hour

Confronting Racism in
and through the Arts

Molly Smith

Tip a glass with your friends in our lovely ballroom and garden at the
Membership Committee’s Happy Hour. The evening will include hors
d'oeuvres and door prizes to some lucky winners. While you’re socializing,
the WNDC GOTV Committee will provide you with materials to write a few
postcards in support of candidates in critical swing districts. Have fun and
elect Democrats! Don’t forget your masks. $10 per person.

11:30–1:00 pm

5:30–7:00 pm

7:00–10:30 pm

Thursday, October 15 It’s the second go-round between Biden and Trump as Election Day is
just around the corner! Join us in person to watch the second presidential
debate with fellow Biden/Harris supporters or pick up a meal at curbside
and Zoom along with us at home with special guest Wendy Davis,
Democratic candidate for US House in Texas. For pricing and time,
please see debate information for September 29.

Second Presidential
Debate Watch Party

and Dinner

Friday, October 16
Virtual Member

Happy Hour

Our National (out-of-area) Members have told us they are missing the
camaraderie of our Zoom Happy Hours, which started when the Club
closed in the Spring. At their request, we will hold Zoom Happy Hours
from time to time. Join us to share with fellow Club members your
thoughts on the presidential and vice-presidential debates and how to
support the Biden/Harris ticket, and other topics of interest. We’ll see you
online!

5:30–7:00 pm

7:00–10:30 pm 

Wednesday, October 7
Vice Presidential Debate

Watch Party and Dinner

Sen. Kamala Harris, our dynamic VP candidate takes on Mike Pence at
the only VP debate. Join us in person to cheer on our candidate or pick up
a meal at curbside and Zoom along with us at home, or just Zoom at
home with special guest Jon Ossoff, Democratic candidate for US
Senate in Georgia. For pricing and time, please see debate information for
September 29.

https://www.instagram.com/democraticwoman/
https://www.facebook.com/WNDCLUB
https://twitter.com/WNDC_1922
https://www.instagram.com/womenvoteef/
https://www.facebook.com/WNDCLUB
https://www.instagram.com/democraticwoman/
https://twitter.com/WNDC_1922
https://www.instagram.com/womenvoteef/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/10-22-20_debate/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/10-22-20_debate/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/10-22-20_debate/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/10-20-20_mikva/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/10-20-20_mikva/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/10-20-20_mikva/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/10-20-20_mikva/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/10-20-20_mikva/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/10-15-20_smith/
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehba7yoy2b191183&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehba7yoy2b191183&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://democraticwoman.org/event/10-15-20_smith/
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehba7yoy2b191183&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://democraticwoman.org/event/10-15-20_smith/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/10-15-20_smith/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/thurs-oct-22-2nd-presidential-debate-watch-party/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/thurs-oct-22-2nd-presidential-debate-watch-party/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/thurs-oct-22-2nd-presidential-debate-watch-party/
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehba9606988ad93d&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehba9606988ad93d&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehba9606988ad93d&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehba9606988ad93d&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://democraticwoman.org/event/wed-oct-7-vice-presidential-debate-watch-party/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/wed-oct-7-vice-presidential-debate-watch-party/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/wed-oct-7-vice-presidential-debate-watch-party/


Winning Wednesdays 
on the Web

6:00–8:00 pm

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 2

O C T O B E R  2020

November Newsletter 
Deadline

MONDAY 19 TUESDAY 20 WEDNESDAY 21 THURSDAY 22 FRIDAY 23

12 13 14 15MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 16

5 6 7 8 9MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Winning Wednesdays
on the Web

6:00–8:00 pm

MONDAY 26

A COVID Action Plan
for the Election Season
Valda Crowder, MD

10:30–12:00 pm

Lunch Service: Tuesday–Friday*
12:00–2:00 pm

Reservations Required

Executive Committee 
Meeting

10:30–12:00 pm

1

Member Happy Hour
5:30–7:00 pm

Public Policy and
Political Action

Committee Meeting
5:00 pm

Board Meeting
10:30–12:00 pm

27 28

Winning Wednesdays
on the Web

6:00–8:00 pm

Winning Wednesdays
on the Web

6:00–8:00 pm

Winning Wednesdays
on the Web

6:00–8:00 pm

Register 24 hours ahead to receive the Zoom links to these events.
Find event registration links in your weekly event emails or on our Facebook page at
facebook.com/WNDCLUB or on the Club website at democraticwoman.org/events.

Actions You Can 
Take Now to Protect 

the 2020 Election
Hardy Merriman 
and Kifah Shah

12:00–1:00 pm

29 30

Final Presidential
Debate Watch Party

7:00–10:30 pm

2nd Presidential
Debate Watch Party

7:00–10:30 pm

Vice Presidential
Debate Watch Party

7:00–10:30 pm

Virtual Member 
Happy Hour
5:30–6:30 pm

Confronting Racism in
and through the Arts

Molly Smith
11:30–1:00 pm

Program Committee
Meeting

10:30–12:00 pm

Membership
Committee Meeting

5:30 pm

Program Committee
Meeting

6:00–7:00 pm

1st Presidential 
Debate Watch Party

7:00–10:30 pm

302928

Mikva! Democracy is a
Verb

Film Screening
7:00–8:00 pm

*All proceeds from lunch go to
Food*4*DC*Kids. 

To donate directly, go to
wndceducationalfoundation.org
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Check the events section of the WNDC website to register for the Zoom event every Wednesday from now through the
election, from 6:00–8:00 pm. 
The Winning Wednesday team will send you a confirmation email.
On the afternoon of the event, you will receive a reminder email with the Zoom link—just click and join!

You’ll join a “room” of committed, enthusiastic Democrats. We now get crowds of close to 60, and numbers are increasing as
the election gets closer. It’s great to feel the energy of all these determined Dems!
After a quick introduction, a guest speaker will provide 10–15 minutes’ worth of current campaigning insights.
Then you’ll have a chance to choose which activist opportunity you wish to join for the rest of the evening:  writing letters,
calling, or texting voters—and sometimes other options such as learning how to mobilize your friends and family to get active.
You’ll be trained on your chosen activity (if you need it!), including tips on messaging voters as well as how to use any
technology required.
GOTV committee members will be available throughout the session to answer any questions you have.
The evening concludes with a raffle drawing of fun prizes such as campaign swag and gift certificates supporting local
businesses.
You’ll log off feeling happy that you and other Dems made a difference that night!  

On the Club’s website, click on 2020 ELECTION in the menu bar to visit the section devoted to GOTV resources, such as: 
Information and donation links to the US Senate and House candidates supported by WNDC
Suggestions of other activities you can do on your own or with friends,
A 2020 Elections Calendar with key campaign dates and actions you can take to ensure a massive Blue win.

We will be offering ways to get involved in voter protection, staffing hotlines to answer voters’ questions about polling, as well
as recruiting people to serve as polling observers to prevent suppression.
And, many of our Thursday Speakers Programs are dedicated to GOTV information and action.

How do I join?

What will happen once I log on?

What else is WNDC doing to get out the vote?

Join your Sister Resisters!
Each Wednesday, WNDC leads a virtual activist event from 6:00–8:00 pm, where we hear quick, up-to-
the-minute election analysis from campaign representatives, then use our new knowledge to reach out to
voters in key states. Our Winning Wednesday events have generated hundreds of calls and texts and
over 6,000 letters to voters. We’re making a difference! The first two weeks of October will be the most
important for letter-writing, but we'll continue texting and phone banking through October 28! Join us!

E d u c a t i o n a l  F o u n d a t i o n

Special Candidate issue
For more information on WNDC-Supported Women Candidates,
be sure to check out our special issue: 
democraticwoman.org/women-candidates-2020

In September, we lost another hero who fought for the rights of women. To honor
Ruth Bader Ginsburg and all of the women we commemorated in our program on
The Long Road to the Vote, we have an obligation to carry on their work. In that
spirit, the WNDC–Educational Foundation compiled information on the most
common voting questions, and the most useful tools to support people in this year’s
important elections.  

Please use, share, and promote this free and user-friendly resource with the people
in your life.  

yourvoicematters.vote
We mourn, we give thanks, and we carry their work forward.
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guarantee printing items submitted after the
deadline.

November Newsletter Deadline:
Thursday, October 15

Anna Fierst, Newsletter Editor
Winfield Swanson, Director of Communications

Publisher Information:

President: Nuchhi Currier
Vice President: Bonnie Heather McCabe
Treasurer: Cynthia Chase
Secretary: Judy Hubbard
Directors:                     
Public Policy: Karen Pataky
Programs: Laura Whitaker
Membership: Linda Wiessler-Hughes & Michael Hughes
Visual Arts & Museum Affairs: Nuzhat Sultan
Communications: Winfield Swanson
Development: Cliftine Jones
Building and Grounds: Michael Lee Beidler
Human Resources: Winfield Swanson
Public Liaison: Mary Bruce

WNDC OFFICERS

ON THE RADAR

President: Pamela R. Johnson
Vice President: Nuzhat Sultan
Secretary: Winfield Swanson
Financial Secretary: Patricia Bitondo 

Bonnie Heather McCabe
Rosalyn Overstreet-Gonzalez
Laura Whitaker
WNDC President: Nuchhi Currier (ex officio)
WNDC Treasurer: Cynthia Chase (ex officio)

EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION BOARD
Michael Lee Beidler
Elizabeth Clark
Marilyn Nevy Cruz
Suzanne Finney
Sandra Kay

November 3: Election Day!
November 17: Raymond Caldwell, Theater Alliance

https://democraticwoman.org/

