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PRESIDENT'S LETTER
A Tale of Two Conventions
The year 2020 dawned innocently enough. There were exciting events to plan. The presidential election
was underway and America was celebrating the centennial of women’s suffrage. January slid easily into
February and then came March. Soft but uneasy rumblings of a spreading deadly virus became strident
shouts across the globe and by the middle of March countries started to shut down amid mounting
infections and deaths. As months dragged on in isolation and fear, it became apparent that this was
going to be a unique, be-masked, and isolationist election.
Normally National Conventions are glittering, multi-day affairs. A virtual one, stripped to its essentials by
the COVID-19 pandemic and the economic meltdown, made it hard to generate the same kind of
energy.
The Democratic Convention, however, appeared to be tailor-made for Mr. Biden’s earnest and decent political message. The lack of
glitz made for a more serious-minded presentation. The televised broadcasts gave voice to ordinary people recounting stories about
lives affected by the pandemic, recession, and racism. Mr. Biden used his acceptance speech to highlight important issues, rather
than play up the rhetoric that would have been expected in a packed hall. The convention focused more on persuasion of ordinary
citizens than appealing to the base.
The four days of the Democratic Convention brought many memorable moments, from Kamala Harris’s historic nomination as vicepresident, to Michelle Obama’s admonition of Donald Trump. Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and former President Barack
Obama gave scathing reviews of the country under Trump. However, these comments always remained within context and the bounds
of decency. The speakers called for addressing societal ills and bettering the lives of all.
America was experiencing “too much anger, too much fear, too much division,” said Vice-President Biden, referencing the four policy
crises: the worst pandemic in a century, the worst economic crisis since the 1930s, the biggest movement for social justice since the
1960s, and the undeniable threat of climate change. He promised “a path of hope and light.” Kamala Harris’s acceptance speech
capped off a night of Democrats celebrating women’s suffrage and pleading with voters to protect American democracy.
And then came the Republican Convention—glitzy, brash, and strident. Exploding with too much anger, too much fear, and too much
division. A stage production by the “Apprentice” team, it presented a fierce defense of Trump, followed by warnings about a dark future
under Biden. The specter of communism and socialism was raised over and over. Racism as it exists in America was denied outright
with Black speakers attesting to that. The threat to suburban Whites from dangerous minorities moving into their neighborhoods was
highlighted. Protestors were depicted as marauding gangs bent upon destruction. Police brutality was denied, law enforcement
officers presented to whitewash their transgressions. All red meat for the base, on whom the convention focused.
Nikki Haley, Tim Scott, the strident Guilfoyle, V.P. Pence, and Pompeo, all seemed to be speaking directly to Trump “to make his
lonely soul feel affirmed.” The two Trump boys and daughter Tiffany painted a dystopian picture of America under Biden, while singing
praises of their father. Melania Trump’s speech in the Rose Garden of the White House stressing her immigrant roots, and the staged
immigrant swearing-in ceremony, were ironic given the anti-immigrant policies of her husband.
There was a direct contrast between the Democratic and Republican campaigns. While one stressed policy, substance, and heart, the
latter was staged rhetoric and bombast. There is no 2020 Republican platform; too many of the speakers were Trump family members
and the incumbent president chose to appear nightly—because he could. It is, as always, only about him—the country be damned!
The wrecking ball of the Trump presidency and the sycophantic compliance of the Republican Senate has made it a battle for the soul
of our nation, with huge consequences for the world at large.

—Nuchhi Currier

MEMBERSHIP
News

SEptember Happy Hour in the Garden and Ballroom

Raise a glass to the historic Biden/Harris Presidential ticket at the Membership Committee’s Happy Hour. It's an exciting time to
bring your friends to celebrate the prospect of the first Black woman as VP and possible future President.
Wear your Democratic Party face masks, campaign buttons, and other regalia, and celebrate and socialize 5:30–7:00 pm on
September 17 in our beautiful Whittemore House garden and ballroom. Drop your name in our hat and take your chance to win
one of our door prizes. The fee is $10 per person, which includes passed hors d'oeuvres.
We ask, of course, that you keep your masks up, covering your mouth and nose, except when you are taking bites or sips.

Permanent Incentive for New Members

The WNDC will make permanent the Membership Drive incentive in which new members who join the Club and pay a full year’s
dues upfront will have their application fee waived.

questions & How to volunteer

Questions about membership or getting plugged into a volunteer role? Please contact Membership Committee Co-Directors,
Linda Wiessler-Hughes and Michael Hughes: michaelinda88@gmail.com.

Member Spotlight: Dorothy Marschak
Club stalwart and Program Committee member Dorothy Marschak celebrates her 90th birthday this month, when she also kicks
off a new series: “Social Role of the Arts” that will bring artistic directors from each of DC’s four quadrants to speak to the Club
on the topic of “Confronting Racism in and through the Arts."
Dorothy left Washington, DC to attend Swarthmore College where she graduated with high honors before pursuing graduate
work in Economics at Columbia University and UC Berkeley. That training was put to use as a consultant for the World Bank, but
happily for DC’s cultural life, Dorothy also became interested in music education while being a docent for the National Symphony
Orchestra. She went on to create a nonprofit called CHIME (Community Help in Music Education) which has twice been listed as
a finalist for the Mayor’s Arts Award in the category of Arts Education. In addition, Dorothy has partnered with the Anacostia
Museum to create an exhibit on school bands as “Instruments of Opportunity.”
Speaker programs in the Arts series will be introduced by Dorothy each third Thursday of the month September through
December, 11:30–1:00 pm. For more details, see p. 5.

Support Food*4*DC*KIDS

Food insecurity in the DC region continues unabated while children remain learning at home this fall.
Help hungry children by donating to Food*4*DC*Kids. This is an urgent need for a program that must
continue! Donate as much as you can!
Help the WNDC and the WNDC–EF continue feeding these families while we continue paying our
dedicated kitchen staff.
Please send your checks to WNDC–Educational Foundation, 1526 New Hampshire Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20036 or go to our website to donate on line: wndceducationalfoundation.org.

SEPTEMBER 2020 EVENTS

We continue to offer programs online on the Zoom platform weekly—on most Tuesdays and
Thursdays this month. Enjoy listening to great speakers address important topics, all from the
comfort of your own home! We are also ramping up our Winning Wednesday to EVERY week until
Election Day.
Find event registration links in your weekly event emails or on our Facebook page or by going to
democraticwoman.org/events. Register 24 hours ahead of each event to receive the Zoom link.
Your contributions of $10 or more support our Employee Benefit Fund. Thank you!

Invitation to Join
as an Active Member
of the Program
Committee!

What’s great about being on the Program Committee? We keep our finger on the pulse of
the Club’s policy priorities. We remain keenly attuned to current events. We seek expertise
from a diverse set of voices and recruit them—recruiting speakers is a rewarding way to
expand your network, as well as putting on programs that boost the Club’s appeal to current
and potential members. And, we offer a robust toolkit to get new recruiters started, so it
doesn’t matter if you’ve never done this before.
Please contact programs@democraticwoman.org to inquire about participating!

September Programs:
Corruption in Trump's
America

Four speakers in September bring thoughtful examinations of how self-interested parties
are exploiting the system to attain, amass, or protect their own wealth and power.
September 1: Sarah Chayes’ research reveals ways in which networks use the levers
of power to enrich themselves.
September 10: Lawrence Douglas examines how a POTUS can exploit loopholes in
Constitutional law and legal precedent for his own benefit.
September 15: Tom Cardamone and Lakshmi Kumar from Global Financial Integrity
shine a spotlight on the abuse of tax codes by corporate entities.
September 22: Former Watergate Prosecutor Jill Wine-Banks brings perspective on
the abuse of power from Watergate to the Mueller investigation.

Tuesday, September 1

Corruption in America
and What Is at Stake
Sarah Chayes
10:30–12:00 pm

Wednesday, September 2
Winning Wednesday
on the Web

6:00–8:00 pm

Thursday, September 10
Trump and the Looming
Election Meltdown
Lawrence Douglas
10:30–12:00 pm

Sarah Chayes returns to WNDC to explore the dangerous networks of
corruption in our past, present, and precarious future. In her newly
released book, On Corruption in America and What Is at Stake, she
casts an unflinching eye on sophisticated networks of government
officials, key private-sector interests, and blatant criminals and their
intertwining goals.

Every Wednesday until the Election will be a Winning Wednesday!
Mark your calendars for September 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30! This is your
chance to virtually connect with other fired-up volunteers and voters in
key states: Arizona, Colorado, Georgia, Maine, North Carolina, and
Texas. Participate in phone banking, letter writing, or text banking from
the comfort of your home. We end each session by picking the winners
of that week’s raffle (tickets are $5 each and proceeds fund our GOTV
efforts). For a full description of Winning Wednesdays and Get Out
the Vote activities for September, see p. 7

Legal scholar Lawrence Douglas asks whether our system of
constitutional and federal law is prepared to deal with a president who
blames an electoral defeat on fraud and so refuses to concede. In his
latest book, Will He Go? Trump and the Looming Election Meltdown in
2020, the alarming answer is that our system is woefully ill-equipped to
deal with such crises.

SEPTEMBER 2020 EVENTS
Tuesday, September 15

The Anti-Money-Laundering Act
Tom Cardamone and Lakshmi
Kumar
10:30–11:30 am

Thursday, September 17

Confronting Racism in and
through the Arts
Hugh Medrano and Rebecca
Mead Medrano
11:30–1:00 pm

Thursday, September 17
Member Happy Hour
5:30–7:00 pm

Tuesday, September 22
Reflections on a Career
Fighting Corruption and
Criminality
Jill Wine-Banks
12:00–1:30 pm

Thursday, September 24
Debunking the Trump Lies
about Voting by Mail
Katie Hobbs
11:30–1:00 pm

Tuesday, September 29
Presidential Debate
Watch Party

Follow us on social media

@WNDCLUB

@WNDC_1922

@democraticwoman

@womenvoteef

Tom Cardamone and Lakshmi Kumar of Global Financial Integrity will
discuss the new anti-money-laundering amendments (S.2198 to S.4049)
that are attached to our soon-to-be-passed National Defense Authorization
Act. This important breakthrough increases transparency in our corrupt
financial system that legitimizes the loss of hundreds of billions of tax
dollars.

WNDC announces a continuation of our recurring series Social Role of
the Arts. This fall, our theme is “Confronting Racism in and through the
Arts.” In honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, we are pleased to kick off the
series with GALA Hispanic Theatre Co-Founders Hugo Medrano and
Rebecca Mead Medrano. In one recent initiative, “Stories from the
Park’n Lots,” local residents are invited into story circles to explore social
issues.
The Membership Committee invites you to raise a glass to the historic
Biden/Harris presidential ticket at Happy Hour. Wear your Democratic
Party face regalia to socialize in our beautiful garden and ballroom. The
fee is $10 per person. See full details on p. 3.

Jill Wine-Banks was a Watergate special prosecutor and the only
woman on a team that exposed the corruption resulting in the
resignation of a US President. Join Jill for a discussion about her book
The Watergate Girl: My Fight for Truth and Justice Against a Criminal
President, reflections on her career, the sexism, and challenges she
faced, and why the current assault on democracy worries her more than
Watergate.

Arizona Secretary of State Katie Hobbs will tell us about a very
popular and successful vote-by-mail program Republicans started in
the 1990s. Some 80% of Arizona voters choose this method to vote.
Moreover, Arizona is one of the WNDC-targeted states for the 2020
election as we focus on electing Mark Kelly to the US Senate.

Watch for details about an in-person event to watch the first
presidential debate. Also mark your calendars for the VP debate on
October 7 and for the second and third presidential debates on
October 15 and 22.

SAVE THE DATES: NEW "SOCIAL ROLE OF THE ARTS" SERIES

Every third Thursday this fall, different theater directors, each from a different DC quadrant, will address the topic "Confronting Racism in
and through the Arts." Here is the complete line-up for this series, which will be ZOOMed between 11:30 am and 1:00 pm.
September 17: Co-Founding Producing Artistic Director Hugo Medrano and Executive Director Rebecca Mead Medrano from GALA
Hispanic Theatre in NW.
October 15: Managing Artistic Director Molly Smith from Arena Stage in SW.
November 19: Producing Artistic Director Raymond Caldwell from Theater Alliance in SE.
December 17: Founding Artistic Director Ari Roth and Managing Director and Producer Serge Seiden from Mosaic Theater in NE.
Programs will be introduced by Series Organizer Dorothy Marschak, a member of the Program Committee.
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Register 24 hours ahead to receive the Zoom links to these events.
Find event registration links in your weekly event emails or on our Facebook page at
facebook.com/WNDCLUB or on the Club website at democraticwoman.org/events.

Join your Sister Resisters!

Each Wednesday, WNDC leads a virtual activist event from 6:00–8:00 pm, where we hear quick, upto-the-minute election analysis from campaign representatives, then use our new knowledge to reach
out to voters in key states. Our Winning Wednesday events have generated hundreds of calls and
texts and over 4,000 letters to voters. We’re making a difference! Join us!
How do I join?
Check the events section of the WNDC website to register for the Zoom event every Wednesday from now through the
election, from 6:00–8:00 pm.
The Winning Wednesday team will send you a confirmation email.
On the afternoon of the event, you will receive a reminder email with the Zoom link—just click and join!
What will happen once I log on?
You’ll join a “room” of committed, enthusiastic Democrats. We now get crowds of close to 60, and numbers are increasing
as the election gets closer. It’s great to feel the energy of all these determined Dems!
After a quick introduction, a guest speaker will provide 10–15 minutes’ worth of current campaigning insights.
Then you’ll have a chance to choose which activist opportunity you wish to join for the rest of the evening: writing letters,
calling, or texting voters—and sometimes other options such as learning how to mobilize your friends and family to get
active.
You’ll be trained on your chosen activity (if you need it!), including tips on messaging voters as well as how to use any
technology required.
GOTV committee members will be available throughout the session to answer any questions you have.
The evening concludes with a raffle drawing of fun prizes such as campaign swag and gift certificates supporting local
businesses.
You’ll log off feeling happy that you and other Dems made a difference that night!
What else is WNDC doing to get out the vote?
On the Club’s website, click on 2020 ELECTION in the menu bar to visit the section devoted to GOTV resources, such as:
Information and donation links to the US Senate and House candidates supported by WNDC
Suggestions of other activities you can do on your own or with friends,
A 2020 Elections Calendar with key campaign dates and actions you can take to ensure a massive Blue win.
We will be offering ways to get involved in voter protection, staffing hotlines to answer voters’ questions about polling, as
well as recruiting people to serve as polling observers to prevent suppression.
And, many of our Thursday Speakers Programs are dedicated to GOTV information and action.

Visual Arts
and

Museum Affairs

Fall
Exhibition

Beginning Monday, August 31, the next exhibit in the Ballroom gallery will be "Women's Narratives"
by Virginia-based artist Kathy Klein. Kathy says that in her heart, she is a descendant of the
Fauves, those color-mad French painters from the turn of the 19th-to-the-20th century. She has
always been drawn to abstraction where form and color take over. Kathy's work is grounded in
attention to texture and color, introducing a variety of fragments, found objects, and symbolic
gestural marks. Her work has been called “poetic,” “lyrical,” and “moving.”

#Me Too: Domestic Violence

Typically working toward a series, Kathy’s paintings grow out of issues facing women in the world. Drawing on her experience teaching
women’s studies, she reads deeply and widely in whatever subject has caught her attention. This early immersion in the ideas, she says,
allows her to paint freely later. “My continuing challenge is to deconstruct women’s verbal narratives and reinscribe them visually without
resorting to unmediated representation.”
Kathy’s mixed-media paintings are evocative rather than naturalistic. Layers of color predominate whether in paint or collage elements,
challenging or lyrical. Hard and soft edges play off each other in the same piece. The work leaves “gaps” to be filled in by the viewer using
hints and suggestions found in the abstract forms. Although the works suggest a literal meaning, they can also be read metaphorically.
Kathy's website is kathykleinstudio.com. "Women's Narratives" will be on display starting Monday, August 31, Monday–Friday, 10:00–4:00.
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