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PRESIDENT'S LETTER
As we go to press ahead of the most consequential election of this era, uncertainties and anxieties facing Americans
abound. We continue to deal with a global pandemic, racial unrest, a broken economy, massive unemployment, and a
highly polarized electorate. And yet the numbers of early voters are breaking records every day, despite challenges. The
hate-filled tone adopted by Donald Trump, the poisonous rhetoric that emboldens white domestic terrorists, and the fear
instilled in local leaders who are attempting to do the right thing to combat the ravages of COVID-19—are all galvanizing
voters even more. The sun is peeking through the dark clouds of Trump-world!
This election is exceptional in many ways. We have the first non-white woman on the Democratic ticket as the running-mate of Joe Biden.
Kamala Harris has inspired women and minorities, bringing in a huge windfall of campaign funds. Disaffected Republicans are defecting
to the Biden/Harris camp and congressional races are looking good for Democrats. Women are again the story this cycle: 583 women are
running for the House of Representatives, a 22.5% increase over 2018; and 60 women are running for the Senate, 37 of them Democrats.
MONEY
Democrats have almost doubled the money they raised in both 2016 and 2014, raising substantially more than Republicans. According to
the Center for Responsive Politics (CRP), women have contributed nearly $1.7 billion across the political spectrum, accounting for 43% of
political donors in the election and surpassing their $1.3 billion in 2016. Small-dollar donors, those who have contributed $200 or less,
accounted for 22% of all campaign fundraising this cycle. That’s a jump of 14% from 4 years ago. Traditional PACs account for just 5% of
total fundraising so far, down from 9% in 2016.
ISSUES
With the country in the midst of a recession, nearly 79% of voters say the economy will be very important in their decision-making process
—similar to the sentiment in 2016—68% voted for health care, while 64% cited Supreme Court appointments as a motivating factor; 62%
of voters say the COVID-19 outbreak will be an important factor. Gender, sexual orientation, racial diversity, and immigration have all
become hot-button issues, likely playing a role in increased voter turnout.
YOUTH VOTE
Of Americans aged 18–29, 63% say they will “definitely be voting” in the 2020 election, a new Harvard Youth Poll found. This marks a
substantial increase from 2016 and 2018, thus putting youth turnout this November on track to match or exceed the 2008 election.
Moreover, Biden’s favorability numbers closely match Obama’s in 2008.
CONGRESS
In order to turn the Senate blue, Democrats need to win 4 seats. At least 10 are in play: AL, AZ, CO, GA, IA, ME, MI, MO, NC, and SC. In
the 435-member House, Republicans hold 197 seats and need 218 to win control. That appears unlikely.
WOMEN'S VOTE
The gender realignment of American party politics is the biggest story, last seen in the final decades of the 20th century. This trend
continues to be fueled by the misogynistic behavior of Trump and other Republican leaders who continue to attack powerful, successful
Democratic women, while also impeding the attainment of full equality for women. In almost every state women voters seem to be taking
charge of the country’s future.
Women’s turnout rate has outstripped men’s in every presidential election since 1980. This year women have swung even more
Democratic than usual while men are leaning slightly Republican. This year’s gender gap could be even bigger. And, more women are
running for Congress than ever before. This election will be inspired by the Women’s March, #Me Too, Dr. Ford vs Judge Kavanaugh, and
Amy Coney Barrett.
WNDC’S ROLE
We’ve been doing our Winning Wednesday virtual events weekly, sometimes with 50+ activists involved. Together we’ve written over
12,000 letters to voters in key states and called and texted thousands more, encouraging them to register and vote. We raised over
$6,000 which went towards supporting our GOTV activism. We chose a Senate-focused GOTV strategy. Working in 8 states (AZ, CO,
GA, KS, ME, MO, NC, and TX) we are targeting Senate races while we are supporting 9 women running for House races.
WNDC-supported women candidates for the Senate include Barbara Bollier (KS), Sarah Gideon (ME), and MJ Hegar (TX). On the House
side are: Hiral Tiperneni (AZ); Lucy McBath (GA); Kathy Manning and Pat Timmons Goodson (NC); Wendy Davis, Gina Ortiz Jones, and
Candace Valenzuella (Texas); and Elaine Luria and Abigail Spanberger (VA).
We have outperformed our engagement in political action and Get-Out-The-Vote activities this cycle. Regular political activism in concert
with the DNC and other groups continues with increased citizen participation. On November 3 we will gather at the Whittemore House
with WNDC members, friends, supporters, and international and local press to, hopefully, usher in a new governance era. Join us on this
momentous day.

—Nuchhi Currier

MEMBERSHIP
News
virtual member Happy Hour November 19

With COVID on the rise and cooler weather on its way, the Membership Committee will start hosting our Happy Hours on Zoom in
November. The October virtual Happy Hour with our National and local members went extremely well. We also noticed that smaller
numbers allowed for more in-depth conversation, so if we have many participants in our Zoom events, we will go into break-out
rooms. Join us on November 19 at 5:30 pm.

WNDC Member Portal ALMOST READY!

The Members'-only area of the WNDC website is almost ready to launch! We're seeking members to test-drive the site and provide
feedback before we make it available to all members. To offer to help—to create your Member Profile and use the Discussion
Board—email Membership Committee chairs Linda Wiessler-Hughes and Michael Hughes at michaelinda88@gmail.com.

member profile: Shirley henderson
Shirley Henderson came to DC from her home in Florida to attend Dunbar High School. In 1965 she returned
with her family and served as a volunteer with numerous organizations, including as President of YWCA of the
National Capital Area and of the Retired Senior Volunteer Corps. During her tenure as the President of the
Woman’s National Democratic Club, 1990 to 1992, she helped to establish the Educational Foundation.
See this profile and dozens of other profiles and stories on the DC Women interactive timeline:
http://bit.ly/WNDC-EF-Womens-Voices.
They are part of the Educational Foundation's oral history project sponsored by Humanities DC.

debate Watch parties
Politics dominated the WNDC October calendar as we closed in on the momentous 2020 election. We
had great turnouts for the first presidential debate with Kansas Senate candidate Barbara Bollier visiting
us on our Zoom pre-debate call. The VP debate, photos of which landed in the New York Times,
included a Zoom appearance of special guest Jon Osoff, Democratic Senate candidate from Georgia.
Our Zoom event for the final presidential debate included visits from Wendy Davis, running in the 21st
district in Texas to unseat incumbent Chip Roy, and incumbent Elissa Slotkin, House Representative
from Michigan’s 8th district, which she flipped Blue in 2018.

EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION WEBSITE
The WNDC–Educational
Foundation is expanding resources
available through its website:
wndceducationalfoundation.org.
Read profiles of 29 women who
bring DC history to life or check out
a timeline of the last 100 years;
learn the basics of oral history;
donate to Food*4*DC*Kids; and
track your ballot or use one of the
other great tools designed to
support voting in Election 2020.

NOVEMBER 2020 EVENTS

We continue to offer programs online on the Zoom platform weekly—on most Tuesdays and
Thursdays this month. Enjoy listening to great speakers address important topics, all from the
comfort of your own home!
Find event registration links in your weekly event emails or on our Facebook page or by going
to democraticwoman.org/events. Register 24 hours ahead of each event to receive the
Zoom link. Your contributions of $10 or more support our Employee Benefit Fund. Thank you!

Beyond 2020:
Experts Explain

Tuesday, November 3

Election Night Watch Party
6:30–11:30 pm

Thursday, November 5

Election Results vs
Models and Polls
Rachel Bitecofer
6:00–7:00 pm

Tuesday, November 10
Forecast for the 117th
Congress
Ro Khanna
10:30–12:00 pm

Wednesday, November 11

Wine, Women, and
Chocolate
4:30–6:00 pm

The results of the November 3 election will reveal the will of people in localities,
states, and the nation. To support our members in interpreting and responding to
the outcomes, a series of speakers across November and December will be on
hand to lend their expertise. Speakers for the programs—which will be both
during the day and in the evening-—include Rachel Bitecofer, Ro Khanna,
Evelyn Farkas, and Jena Griswold this month and Eddie Glaude, Jr. and John
Feffer in December. Please attend our Beyond 2020: Experts Explain series!

Join WNDC on Election Night and reconnect with the H.E.A.R.T. of our
nation! Through Healing, Empowerment, Activism, Resiliency, and a
Trailblazing spirit, the Biden/Harris Administration will lead us into a brighter
future on November 3rd. Come together in the spirit of love and community
while we watch the returns over dinner and fun election night activities.
Socially distanced dinner will be served at 7:30 pm OR curbside delivery.
Limited seating, so reserve early.

With ballots likely still being tallied, the “Election Whisperer” Rachel
Bitecofer joins us again to provide context for the victories and losses
across a spectrum of candidate races. Bringing her distinct predictive model
with its history of accuracy, as well as her deep knowledge of US Senate
and House races, she will be on hand to explain the election results—
confirmed or pending—and answer questions.

US Representative Ro Khanna (D-CA) has staked out an optimistic and
unabashedly progressive set of stances in his 4-year tenure in Congress.
Understanding Democrats’ fortunes in the Senate as well as the House will
set expectations for ambitious—or defensive—postures with respect to
climate, healthcare, and economic policies. As first vice-chair of the
Congressional Progressive Caucus, Rep. Khanna will also provide a reading
on the the fortunes of progressive candidates up and down ballots across
the country, and give us an early forecast about the nature and makeup of
117th Congress (2021–2023).
Join DC women experts in wine and chocolate talking about their craft and
their products. Look forward to a new year. $20.21 donation to WNDC–
Educational Foundation for Food*4*DC*Kids. Selected wine and chocolate
packages available for testing, tasting, and the holidays . Door prizes. Zoom
or an in-house option.

NOVEMBER 2020 EVENTS
Thursday, November 12
US Allies and Adversaries
After the Election
Evelyn Farkas

6:00–7:00 pm

Tuesday, November 17

Vote By Mail Across the USA
Jena Griswold
12:00–1:00 pm

Wednesday, November 18
Women's Narratives
Through Art
kathy klein
6:00–7:00 pm

Thursday, November 19

Confronting Racism in and
through the Arts Series
Raymond Caldwell
11:30–1:00 pm

Thursday, November 19

Virtual Member Happy Hour

5:30–6:30 pm

Follow us on social media

@WNDCLUB

@WNDC_1922

@democraticwoman

@womenvoteef

This election will definitely impact US national security and defense issues,
which are a matter of White House and Congressional focus. Evelyn
Farkas, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Russia, Ukraine, and
Eurasia from 2012 to 2015, has the expertise and perspective to brief our
audience on how the election’s outcome could prompt changes in Pentagon
policies and operations, what impact it will have on US–Russia relations, as
well as how allies and adversaries abroad are viewing US electoral politics.
Tens of millions of American voters have cast a ballot this year in a different
physical way than they did in the past. Colorado Secretary of State Jena
Griswold oversees a 100% vote-by-mail operation and has been a frequent
presence on the airwaves helping explain the mechanics—and defend the
safety—of mail-in voting. Join this program to learn more about how this
year's unorthodox voting experience has shaken out, from "the Dr. Fauci of
vote by mail."

Join us for a conversation about the relationship between art and politics
with exhibiting artist kathy klein. Her show, currently on display at the
WNDC through December 2, “Women’s Narratives,” addresses themes of
women’s lives and the #MeToo movement. She will discuss her art and their
relationship with the ongoing conversations about sexual violence and
women’s rights.

What role do cultural institutions play in helping communities face the
complexities of this moment? In what ways are cultural organizations holding
themselves accountable to ideas of equity when their staffs and boards
remain predominantly White? In what ways are cultural institutions grappling
with the fact that their audiences tend to be predominantly White, uppermiddle class, and dying? In the third installment of our series, Confronting
Racism in and through the Arts, award-winning Raymond Caldwell,
Producing Artistic Director at Theater Alliance and Resident at Anacostia
Playhouse, will discuss his experience and perceptions on these issues.
Let's connect online to discuss election results, the highs and lows and the
moments of surprise. The past year has been like no other! Debrief with
friends in a forum where we can celebrate our gains and look toward the
future. We'll begin our Zoom call at 5:30 and move into breakout rooms at
5:45.

If you have suggestions for programs, questions, or want to get involved, please email programs@democraticwoman.org

Save the dates for these December programs!
Thursday, December 3
10:30–12:00 pm

Tuesday, December 8
10:30–1:00 pm

Thursday, December 10

10:30–12:00 pm

Thursday, December 17
11:30–1:00 pm

Racial Justice and the Election
Eddie Glaude, Jr.
Semi-Annual Meeting & Holiday Luncheon
Limited seating and curbside pickup available
US Foreign Policy After the Election
John Feffer
Challenging Racism in and through the Arts
Ari Roth and Serge Seiden

NOVEMBER 2020
26

MONDAY

TUESDAY

27

28

WEDNESDAY

Lunch Service 12:00—2:00 pm Tuesday—Friday
Reservations Required
All proceeds from lunch go to Food*4*DC*Kids.
To donate directly, go to
wndceducationalfoundation.org
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FRIDAY

30

5

FRIDAY

6

12

FRIDAY

13

THURSDAY

Watch Resisterhood documentary
for Thursday discussion

2

MONDAY

TUESDAY

3

Winning Wednesday

Resisterhood
Discussion

6:00–8:00 pm

7:00–8:00 pm

4

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

Election Results vs

9

MONDAY

Election Night
Watch Party

Rachel Bitecofer

6:30–11:30 pm

6:00–7:00 pm

TUESDAY

Models and Polls

10

December Newsletter
Deadline

Public Policy and
Political Action
Committee Meeting
5:00 pm

MONDAY

MONDAY

16

23

11

WEDNESDAY

Executive Committee
Meeting
10:30–12:00 pm

Women, Wine, and
Chocolate

Forecast for the

THURSDAY

EF Board Meeting
2:30–4:00 pm

Membership Committee
Meeting
5:00–6:00 pm

4:30–6:00 pm

US Allies and Adversaries

Ro Khanna

GOTV Meeting

After the Election

10:30–12:00 pm

6:00 pm

6:00–7:00 pm

117th Congress

TUESDAY

TUESDAY

17

24

Program Committee
Meeting

WEDNESDAY

18

19

THURSDAY

Confronting Racism in

10:30–12:00 pm

Raymond Caldwell

Women's Narratives

11:30–1:00 pm

Through Art

kathy klein

Virtual Member
Happy Hour

6:00–7:00 pm

5:30–6:30 pm

25

10:30–12:00 pm

Evelyn Farkas

Board of Directors
Meeting

WEDNESDAY

Program Committee
Meeting

FRIDAY

20

and through the Arts

THURSDAY

26

FRIDAY

Thanksgiving Holiday
Club Closed

6:00–7:00 pm

Register 24 hours ahead to receive the Zoom links to these events.
Find event registration links in your weekly event emails or on our Facebook page at
facebook.com/WNDCLUB or on the Club website at democraticwoman.org/events.
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The GOTV Task Force was full throttle in October, with at least three official GOTV-related events a week. In addition to Winning
Wednesdays, we held a virtual ballot filling party at which we walked people through how to fill out their ballot and encouraged
conversation about which candidates people were supporting. We also supported the pre-debate watch parties with Zoom programs
including fun quizzes, prizes, and banter. To mark the fact that collectively our Winning Wednesday activists have written 12,000 letters,
we held a "Big Send Eve" party to celebrate our work the day before we all sent in the GOTV letters we have been writing and stockpiling
since February. We used that as an opportunity to help activists plan their efforts for the final two weeks of the election.
As of this writing, the outcome of the election is unknown. However, fears are great that, if he loses or there are delays counting mail-in
ballots, Trump could choose not to accept the results. The GOTV task force therefore has joined "Protect the Results," a coalition of
organizations around the nation that will engage in presswork as well as protests if necessary to defend our democracy. We very much
hope we will not have to follow through with these actions, but if this is the case after November 3rd, please stay tuned for GOTV task
force updates about how you can be involved. We recommend reading the Hold the Line guide to learn more about potential scenarios
that could play out between Election Day and Inauguration Day, and the role of ordinary citizens in countering them. The GOTV Task
Force will hold its next meeting on November 11 at 6 pm.

Visual Arts Museum Affairs
and

Exhibit open through December 2

Virginia-based artist, kathy klein (who spells her name in lower case) is being currently exhibited until
December 2nd, 2020. Klein uses colorful abstraction to investigate themes of sexual violence, the #MeToo
Movement and women’s shared experiences. Typically she focuses on issues facing women in the world. Her
experience teaching women’s studies, has taken her to “deconstruct women’s verbal narratives and re-inscribe
them visually without resorting to unmediated representation.” Her series #MeToo depicts the emotion and
trauma of sexual harassment and violence. Drawn to abstract painting where form and color take over, klein
considers herself a descendant of the Fauves—the color-obsessed French painters from the turn of the 19th20th Century. Her paintings have been called lyrical, meaningful and authentic. Join us on November 18 for a
Zoom talk with the artist from 6:00 to 7:00 pm.

kathy klein
#Me Too Sexual Harassment

Restoration update
We are currently concerned about two items, one exists and the other doesn’t:
One side of the dolphin-foot sofa in the Reception Room was damaged by one of the large coat racks kept there
last winter. An anonymous donor contributed to getting the upholstery replaced at the same time, bringing this
circa 1830 sofa to its historically correct beauty. We would like to be able to use this elegant sofa for visitors and
members, but since the current yellow silk is easily damaged and stained, we have discouraged its use.
Zofia Rawner suggested that we get a painting of Michelle Obama for the newly renovated First Ladies’ Lounge. We have contacted the Duke
Ellington School of the Arts’ Visual Arts Department to arrange to have a competition among the painting students. Zofia will be calling members
to raise $3,500 for the prize and framing costs. Contributions should be made to the WNDC–Educational Foundation specifying the Michelle
Obama painting.

WNDC Staff updates

We measure our wealth and worth by the quality of our members and employees. Our staff is an integral part of our human
capital. Self-motivated, talented, passionately engaged, and with an abiding sense of humor—that is how we would categorize
our two recently-departed communications experts, Marisha Kirtane and Amy Kobeta. Marisha served over 2 years as staff
having volunteered with us for a year before that and skillfully steered us through uncharted waters until May 2020. Amy joined in
Marisha’s last week and in the next 5 months proved that experience, smarts, and commitment are the best measures of one’s
ability. They both contributed to various committees and task forces, bringing fresh ideas and considerable expertise. We wish
them both luck in their new endeavors and are delighted to welcome them as members of the WNDC. We miss you both and
want you to stay engaged with us as we move beyond this challenging year.
Kathryn Casello comes to the WNDC from Tallahassee, Florida, where she recently obtained her MSW. She was involved in
Florida College Democrats, The Campaign to Keep Guns Off Campus, mentoring young women in empowerment, and serving in
leadership roles for social work organizations such as NASW. Kathryn also served as a victim advocate working with folks
experiencing crisis and victimization. As the new Communications and Programs Coordinator, Kathryn will be the point of contact
for programs, the WNDC website, and WNDC social media channels. She can be reached at KCasello@democraticwoman.org.
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