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PRESIDENT'S LETTER
“For there is always light if only we’re brave enough to see it, if only we’re brave
enough to be it.” –Amanda Gorman
We rode through four dark years towards a faint light that became brighter as our
resolve grew stronger. The presidential election on November 3, 2020 brought in the
promise of change, and the results of the January 5th runoff election in Georgia were
like a sunburst. The pall cast by an unscrupulous president and a compliant,
compromised Republican party was about to dissipate. All conspiracy theories and
challenges had been thwarted, Joe Biden and the first Black/South Asian Vice
President, Kamala Harris, would be sworn in on January 20th, with a Democratic
House and Senate.
And then January 6th happened. A mob of Trump supporters stormed the Capitol building at his urging, forcing
an emergency recess in the Congressional proceedings to officially certify the results of the 2020 presidential
election. A planned series of highly unusual Republican objections, based on false allegations of widespread
voter fraud in 6 states, were launched at the behest of Trump, led by Ted Cruz and Josh Hawley around 1pm.
Then the terrorists struck.
There was chaos and mayhem. Security lines were breached, doors and windows broken, violence erupted as
thousands of inflamed rioters broke into the inner sanctums of the Capitol, seconds before lawmakers escaped
to safety. The insurrectionists included Republican Party officials, GOP political donors, far-right militants, white
supremacists, members of the military, convicted criminals, Proud Boys, Oath-keepers, Three-percenters and
QAnon members. Heavily armed, they came to kill–judging by their chants and the noose they set up, to hang
V.P. Pence, and by their calls to assassinate Speaker Pelosi.
When Congressional proceedings resumed around 8pm, 5 people had died amid major destruction.
Shockingly, 147 Republicans still challenged the results already certified by legislatures of their own party.
Such has been the hold of their corrupt boss, Donald J. Trump. But the results were certified and ultimately
order was brought about in the capital. The reluctant departure of the losing incumbent on January 20 was lost
in the pomp and circumstance of the beautifully organized Inaugural festivities in a fortified Capitol and Mall.
The grand finale was a spectacular fireworks display after a two-hour celebration by artists and political
celebrities. And thus there was light.
As we attempt to move past the ugliness of the attempted coup we cannot help but remember that candidate
Hillary Clinton raised these issues in her debates with Trump during the 2016 election cycle. She pointed out
his “racist, sexist, homophobic, xenophobic, Islamophobic” views, repeatedly. She wasn’t the only one. Even
DJT’s Republican Primary election opponents warned us about his bigotry, misogyny, unscrupulousness and
loose association with the truth. That insight is now in plain view. Trump has given voice and validation to the
worst instincts of a gullible electorate. As we battle coronavirus, we must also defeat the Trump virus of lies,
hatred and conspiracy theories. With a second impeachment trial coming up the Biden/Harris administration
needs all our support. We want justice served. There must be accountability. Criminal acts must be punished to
deter future insurrections. Democracy is fragile but resilient. It is our duty to uphold it. We must convict Donald
Trump. And move undaunted towards fulfilling the Democratic agenda. The time to act resolutely is now.
—Nuchhi Currier
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Virtual Happy Hour, february 4, 5:30–6:30 pm

We have so much to celebrate! Join the Membership Committee on Zoom for our monthly happy hour on
February 4 from 5:30–6:30. We will catch up on our reflections of the inauguration of our 46th President and glass
ceiling-shattering Vice President, the first two weeks of our nation’s new beginning, and the WNDC’s own highly
successful Welcome to the 117th Congress and Champagne Celebration.

Thank you for your support!

The Membership Committee extends its warm gratitude to all those who continue to support the Club with
your presence at our myriad events as well as with your critical financial support. You have come through with
flying colors with your contributions to the Educational Foundation and its Food*4*DC*Kids program, the

Employee Benefit Fund, and the Champagne Celebration honoring the nation’s new beginning with the Biden/Harris
Administration and control of both houses of Congress. Your dedication to the important work of the WNDC is humbling and
gives us hope as we build a more perfect union.

WNDC Member Portal: Check OUt the profiles!

Thank you to all who have logged into the WNDC Member Portal and updated their Member Profiles. It's exciting to see faces
and to have the opportunity to start connecting!
Haven't yet logged onto the Member Portal yet? Begin by typing into your browser democraticwoman.org/member-portal.
Click the "Forgot your password?" link, using the email address on file with the WNDC. Further details can be found in the
"How To" PDF at democraticwoman.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Member-Portal-How-To.pdf
Please reach out to Membership Committee chairs Linda Wiessler-Hughes and Michael Hughes at michaelinda88@gmail.com
for support in accessing the Member Portal or to Membership Services Coordinator Pat Fitzgerald at 202-232-7363 or
PFitzgerald@democraticwoman.org if you need to confirm your email address on file.

Program
Survey

95% of Club members’ voices are MISSING! Please find your voice and give input to the
2021 survey on WNDC programs by February 15 tinyurl.com/WNDCPCsurvey2020

Visual Artsand Museum Affairs

Rising Tides
Kaitlin Forster

Our current exhibition, “Climate Change Through a Personal Lens: E Street Artists,” is on display through
February 23, 2021. This exhibition brings together works by 17 different artists, members of the E Street
Artists group, who met at the Corcoran School for Art and Design. Each artist presents a unique
perspective on climate change and our relationship with the Earth. The exhibition is open to visitors by
appointment; please call 202-232-7363 or email Pat Fitzgerald at pfitzgerald@democraticwoman.org.
The exhibition can be viewed on our website, democraticwoman.org/museum-gallery, and the December
panel with the artists can be viewed in the Member Portal at democraticwoman.org/member-portal.

Our next exhibition, “Tellus/Caelus: Seeing Earth & Sky,” opens February 25. DC-based artist Anne
Marchand has been fascinated with images of the universe, made by instruments like the Hubble
telescope, that have given shape and color to the vastness of space and have evoked for many the
mysterious beauty of planets, stars, galaxies, and nebulae. Her exhibition examines and celebrates
this relationship between Earth and the mystery of the Universe. The exhibition is open to visitors by
appointment (please call 202-232-7363 or email Pat Fitzgerald at pfitzgerald@democraticwoman.org).

Arc of Everything
Anne Marchand

FEBRUARY 2021 EVENTS

Follow us on social media

@WNDCLUB

@WNDC_1922

@democraticwoman

@womenvoteef

Programs are hosted on the Zoom platform, which now offers Closed Captioning
subtitles. Register at democraticwoman.org/events. Please let us know if some friendly
Club “Zoom tech support” would be helpful so you can get the most out of these speakers
and your membership! Call Pat at 202-232-7363.
Attendees are asked to sustain the Club’s mission and operations by contributing $10+
per event. This vital support is greatly appreciated.

Tuesday, February 2
Hope and Optimism in
Spite of Present
Difficulties
Rémy Ngamije

Rémy Ngamije is a Rwandan-born Namibian writer and photographer,
and the founder, chairperson, and artministrator of Doek, an independent
arts organisation in Namibia supporting the literary arts. Rémy will share
with us how he uses his craft to "join the struggle" and how certain artistic
truths gleaned from Namibia—a challenging and lesser known country in
Southern Africa—could find resonance with the contemporary moment.

10:30–12:00 pm

Thursday, February 4
Member Virtual
Happy Hour
5:30–6:30 pm

Thursday, February 11

WNDC Members
Helping Members
Zoom Basics Class
5:30–6:30 pm

Tuesday, February 16
The Daughters of Yalta:
The Churchills,
Roosevelts, and
Harrimans
Catherine Grace Katz
10:30–11:30 am

Thursday, February 18

The Suffragist Playbook
Lucinda Robb & Rebecca
Boggs Roberts
6:00–7:00 pm

We have so much to celebrate! Join the Membership Committee on Zoom
for our monthly happy hour on February 4 from 5:30–6:30. We will catch
up on our reflections of the inauguration of our 46th President and glass
ceiling-shattering Vice President, the first two weeks of our nation’s new
beginning, and the WNDC’s own highly successful Welcome to the 117th
Congress and Champagne Celebration.
Are you missing WNDC events because “Zoom” sounds like gobbledygook
to you? Or, have you mastered clicking on links to attend Zoom programs
and would now like to take the next step with using Zoom features?
Whether you’ve never used Zoom or want to sharpen your baseline skills,
please join this Zoom Basics Class! Registrants can request a one-on-one
phone call before the session to walk you through the process of using
Zoom if it is your first time. *EXCLUSIVELY FOR WNDC MEMBERS*
Take part in an exclusive discussion with author Catherine
Grace Katz. Her book, The Daughters of Yalta: The
Churchills, Roosevelts, and Harrimans: A Story of Love and
War, is the untold story of the three accomplished daughters
who accompanied their famous fathers to the Yalta
conference in February of 1945, the final meeting of the "Big
Three" of WWII. These women were Anna Roosevelt, Eleanor’s only
daughter, Katherine Harriman, the daughter of US Ambassador to the
Soviet Union, Averell Harriman, and Sarah Churchill, a Women's Auxiliary
Air Force member and the daughter of the Prime Minister.
Join authors Lucinda Robb and Rebecca Boggs Roberts as
they discuss how the strategies of the women’s suffrage
movement echo through today’s activism, no matter the cause.
Their book, The Suffragist Playbook: Your Guide to Changing
the World, discusses media coverage, collaborative community
organizing, and targeted communications strategies to effect
the single largest change to American democracy.

FEBRUARY 2021 EVENTS
Tuesday, February 23

Lyrics of American
Feminism 1850-2020
Laura Engelhardt
& Susan Ferris

Author Laura Engelhardt and Susan Ferris, past president of
the League of Women Voters of Berkeley Heights, New
Providence, and Summit, will host a live screening and
discussion of the documentary based on their co-authored
book, Songs of the Suffragists: Lyrics of American Feminism
from 1850 to 2020.

10:30–12:00 pm

Stay tuned for details about these
and more upcoming events in
February and March!

Honoring and Continuing the Work of Activist Dorothy Height
Congresswoman Debbie Dingell (MI)
What's Next for DC Leadership with Brooke Pinto
Unexpected Art of DC Series Kickoff: Art at the Federal Reserve
St Patrick’s Salute/EF Virtual Mini-Gala

Presidential INauguration Celebration
WNDC members were proud participants in a 3-day virtual event:
On January 18, Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday, declared a National Day of Service, we collected food for our
ongoing Food*4*DC*Kids program. (See p. 6)
On January 19, we welcomed the new Democratic members of Congress with a virtual program that opened at 5:30 pm
with the chiming of bells and a video of the beautifully lit exterior of the Club to honor those who lost their lives to
COVID-19 as part of a national moment of unity and remembrance. Washington DC lit up the Lincoln Memorial
Reflecting Pool and cities, towns and communities across the nation illuminated buildings and chimed bells to
memorialize American lives lost.
WNDC member Dr. Valda Crowder followed this by reminding us of essential
health and safety protocols. We then welcomed Councilwoman Brooke Pinto
(DC, Ward 2) and seven members of Congress—Yvette Clarke (NY), Brad
Schneider (CA), Tony Cardenes (CA), Joseph Morrelle (NY), Jim Himes (CT),
Chrissy Houlahan (PA), and Deborah Ross (NC)—who gave remarks on the
state of the nation.
On January 20, instead of hosting our customary Inaugural Ball, we
celebrated the historic election of President-elect Joe Biden and Vice
President-elect Kamala Harris with a virtual champagne toast. Our GOTV
leader, Victoria Velasquez, discussed our efforts in the political arena,
stressing the need to keep the House and Senate Blue.
Past speakers at the Club—Raymond Caldwell, Eliza Orlins, Heidi Heitkamp,
and Tope Folarin—proposed toasts as we celebrated the victory of the forces
of progress, tolerance, and inclusion. We rounded out the evening with a
lively auction of Ann Hand pins of historic significance.

NOW
AVAILABLE !
Vice President Kamala Harris opened her first speech after inauguration acknowledging her predecessors: “It is my
honor to be here. To stand on the shoulders of those who came before.” Indeed, the WNDC Educational Foundation’s
2021 calendar was inspired by the election of Vice President Kamala Harris, the first woman to be elected Vice
President and also the first Black woman and the first Asian-American woman to hold that office, and all of the many
women who preceded her.
With a bit of history on every page, this Inauguration keepsake calendar has been a labor of love. In it, we pay
homage to the strength and wisdom of all the sheroes, who over nearly 200 years have made unparalleled contributions
to our nation and the world. My favorite fact in the calendar is a quote from Sojourner Truth, “If the first woman God ever
made was strong enough to turn the world upside down all alone, these women together ought to be able to turn it back,
and get it right side up again!”
Denise Rolark-Barnes, publisher of the Washington Informer, endorsed the calendar on her
Friday talk show, commenting that it featured not only VP Harris but “...so many women who
fought not only for the right to vote but also for political power.”
Calendars can be purchased for $20 each at the Club/The Whittemore House or on the WNDC EF website at
wndceducationalfoundation.org and on Amazon. Bulk rate available. Please email wndcef@gmail.com to inquire.

In 2020, Food*4*DC*Kids raised funds and food donations to provide more than 10,500 meals prepared by Iris Galeas
and the rest of WNDC’s kitchen staff to needy students and families from the Columbia Heights Educational Campus in
one of the communities hardest hit by COVID.
During the week of the inauguration, the WNDC Educational Foundation kicked off a campaign to keep
Food*4*DC*Kids going. As part of the Inaugural Committee’s official National Day of Service on Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day, EF hosted a Food Drive and a Virtual Fundraiser.
EF would like to express a huge thank you to EF organizer Rosalyn Overstreet-Gonzalez and
the 208 volunteers who signed up for the food drive and dropped off food and toiletries
throughout the week as well as the volunteers who contributed $1,250 to support
Food*4*DC*Kids.
During the WNDC Inaugural Celebration, Shelly Livingston and multiple supporters organized two hugely successful
events. Multiple members donated gift cards to local restaurants and shops—such as Cactus Cantina, Politics and
Prose, and Officina—bringing in over $3,000 in raffle tickets. The Inaugural Celebration ended with an auction of three
pins by legendary DC designer Ann Hand including the 2021 Inaugural pin donated by Pat Karp, a pearl-encrusted owl
donated by Judy Olmer, and a Clinton inaugural pin donated by Pat Bitondo.
Thanks to everyone who has supported Food*4*DC*Kids, we have been able to provide thousands of meals to
needy students and families and help keep the kitchen staff employed despite the pandemic.

VTOG

WNDC celebrates Rev. Warnock’s and Mr. Ossoff's victories in Georgia, bringing us to the GOTV Task Force's 2020
campaign goal of taking back the Senate! We were proud that our enthusiastic Winning Wednesday volunteers picked up
again in mid-November immediately after the huge election week push in order to take on the GA special election. With
between 15 and 35 activists almost every week in November and December, Winning Wednesdays sent thousands of letters
and made hundreds of calls to GA voters, with partners such as Reclaim Our Vote and Swing Left. We held a fundraiser to
support GA organizations doing local-level voter mobilization. What's more, many WNDC members and activists contributed
directly to the Warnock and Ossoff campaigns, helping them to run the ads and hold the events necessary for the amazing
voter mobilization effort. We were inspired and guided in all of this by the work of Stacey Abrams, the Women's National
Basketball Association, and other remarkable women leaders. This strong team effort paid off.
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Lunch Service 12:00—2:00 pm Tuesday—Friday
Reservations Required
All proceeds from lunch go to Food*4*DC*Kids.
To donate directly, go to
wndceducationalfoundation.org
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Black History Month
National Gun Violence

Hope and Optimism

Survivors Week

in Spite of Present

Public Policy and
Political Action
Committee Meeting

Program Committee
Meeting

Difficulties

Rémy Ngamije

5:00 pm

5:30–6:30 pm
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Executive Committee
Meeting
10:30–12:00 pm

WEDNESDAY

10

15

TUESDAY

16

11

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

12

FRIDAY

19

FRIDAY

26

FRIDAY
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Board of Directors
Meeting
10:30–12:00 pm

Membership
Committee Meeting
5:30 pm

MONDAY

12:00–1:30 pm

Member Happy Hour

10:30–12:00 pm

EF Board Meeting
2:30–4:00 pm

GOTV Meeting

Zoom Basics Class

5:30–7:00 pm

5:30–6:30 pm

WEDNESDAY

17

THURSDAY

18

Presidents' Day
March Newsletter

Daughters of Yalta

Deadline

The Suffragist Playbook

Catherine Grace Katz

Program Survey

Lucinda Robb
& Rebecca Boggs
Roberts

10:30–12:00 pm

Deadline
tinyurl.com/

6:00–7:00 pm

WNDCPCsurvey2020

MONDAY

22

TUESDAY

23

WEDNESDAY

24

THURSDAY

25

Democratic Politics 2021

Lyrics of American

Howard Dean

Feminism 1850-2020

11:00 am

Laura Engelhardt
& Susan Ferris

GVP Task Force
Meeting

10:30–12:00 pm

5:00 pm
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MONDAY

TUESDAY

2

WEDNESDAY

3

THURSDAY

4

Women's History Month

VAMA Meeting
10:00 am

Program Committee
Meeting
12:00–1:30 pm

Member Happy Hour
5:30–6:30 pm

Register 24 hours ahead to receive the Zoom links to these events.
Find event registration links in your weekly event emails or on our Facebook page at
facebook.com/WNDCLUB or on the Club website at democraticwoman.org/events.
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