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We saw our elected Republican leaders cowering in the days leading up to February 13,
2021. We saw their craven pandering to a demagogue’s false cries of foul play. We saw
them caving in to fear—fear of losing their grip on power. Fear of the 74 million who
voted for a corrupt, contemptible man who did everything to subvert the democratic
norms of our nation. Only seven Republican senators exhibited courage in the face of an
impregnable wall of deceit and cowardice. That Saturday was a sad day in America—
the day our illusions died.

If we look for a silver lining on this otherwise bleak horizon. we might turn our eyes to the impeccable, if
disturbing, presentation by the impeachment managers. Representative Jamie Raskin, the Lead
Impeachment Manager, delivered an impassioned closing speech calling for the conviction of the former
president after 2 days of explicit videos and searing testimony of the Capitol riot on January 6. Unfortunately,
the compelling evidence of videos of the Capitol being trashed, 150 law enforcement officers being wounded,
5 dead, the destruction of federal and personal property, and the desecration of a citadel of democracy in our
nation was not enough to sway the weak and compromised leadership of the GOP. The fix was in; the verdict
unsurprising.

The fact remains that Donald J. Trump is the only president in US history to be impeached twice in one
presidential term. And that the final vote on February 13, 2021 was the most bipartisan rebuke ever delivered
in an impeachment process. Trump incited insurrection with his words and tweets preceding and then
following the November 3, 2020 election, one of the most fair and successful elections in our nation’s history.
The result of his rising incendiary rhetoric culminated in the bloody riots of January 6, 2021. Moreover, as
demonstrated by the prosecution, this incitement of insurrection met the “high crimes and misdemeanors”
standard for conviction and disqualification from future federal elected office.

The vote would likely have been cast differently if the ballot had been secret, shielding those Republican
senators who were afraid of political repercussions. The desire to appease the base, to avoid being defeated
in upcoming primary elections was too strong a motivation to permit a principled stand. Cowardice,
equivocation, and compromise won the day. Those who voted against conviction of the ex-president knew
that history would judge them, but that was too far in the future to influence their decisions. They were
content to hide in the crowd, to allow the demon of despotism and the threats of a bully to wash over them. 

Courage is the choice and willingness to confront agony, pain, danger, uncertainty, or intimidation. The nay-
voters proved that they lacked both the courage and the will to stand against the crowd, they were too weak
to buck the trend that fateful day in February. And, they will live with the consequences of this decision for a
long time to come. The immortal words of JFK, “Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can
do for your country,” never rang truer. These words, however, did not make it into the consciousness of the
weak and compromised leadership of the Republican party. The country, as a consequence, will suffer many
more years of lies, deceit, plunder, and chaos at the hand of the Trump family and their witless enablers.

—Nuchhi Currier

PRESIDENT'S LETTER
What Price Opportunity?

I learned that courage was not absence of fear, but the triumph over it.
—Nelson Mandela



Join the Membership Committee for WNDC’s inaugural book club, hosted by Amelia Whitman Weisbuch! After the kick-
off event in mid-April, members will meet quarterly to discuss and also make the next selection. Our first book, The
Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett, weaves together decades in the life of the Vignes sisters, identical twins who run away
from their small, southern Black community to two very different adulthoods. The riveting, emotional family story and
brilliant exploration of the American history of passing brings to life issues around racism and colorism in the 1950s to
1990s, issues that are still politically relevant today. The Book Club is open to WNDC members only.

Mary Bruce, member of the WNDC Board of Directors, was sworn in by President Biden,
joining the Biden/Harris Administration as an Associate Director of the Peace Corps. On a
Zoom call with new appointees from across the federal government, President Biden
shared, “We’re one team. Very few times does an individual get to do something that can
fundamentally positively impact other people’s lives, not only here but around the world.”
As a presidential appointee, Mary Bruce will be helping to rebuild the pipeline of 7000
volunteers annually, as Peace Corps relaunches its work after evacuating all volunteers in
2020 due to COVID. She’ll be especially focused on advancing the Biden/Harris
Administration priorities of race equity and jobs for the future. Mary Bruce most recently
served as Executive Director of the BA Women’s Alliance (a partner of the WNDC), which
supports women who seek to make a difference in the world. Mary is a proud Peace Corps
(Morocco) and AmeriCorps (Washington, DC) alum.

Anne Marchand,
Realm to Realm

MEmber News: Meet the Latest Biden/Harris Appointee!

News
Virtual Happy Hour, Friday, March 5, 5:30–6:30 pm
The Membership Committee cordially invites all WNDC members and friends to our monthly Zoom happy hour on
Friday, March 5 from 5:30–6:30. Our most recent Happy Hour featured a lively, wide-ranging discussion with long-
time members, returning members, new members, and even members who live across the nation. The WNDC is a
vibrant community of women and men with common interests and various concerns who appreciate that even though
we are temporarily without our elegant Whittemore House, we are thriving as a social community. Be sure to join us!

Now on display in the WNDC Ballroom is Tellus/Caelus: Seeing Earth and Sky, which showcases the recent work
of DC-based artist, Anne Marchand. Bringing together her interest in cosmology and mythology, Marchand’s work
examines the theme of coming into being of the material world we know, against the mystery of our existence. Her
paintings reflect on photos of the universe and Earth and how these mysterious and awe-inspiring images prompt
thoughts about our own place in the universe. Anne will be leading a discussion of her work on March 10. The
exhibition is open through May 18, Monday to Friday from 10 am to 4 pm. Call 202-232-7363 to schedule a visit.

VAMA is working with the Visual Arts Department of the Duke Ellington School of the Arts High School to hold a
student competition for a portrait of First Lady Michelle Obama with the support of the WNDC Educational
Foundation. The portrait will be added to the Whittemore House’s collection of nine other First Lady portraits in
the First Ladies’ Lounge. The project, which is part of VAMA’s public outreach, needs $4000 for the student prize
and framing. To donate to this and other EF projects, please make your check payable to WNDC–EF.

The Communications Committee seeks a moderator for our website’s Member Portal. Please apply to Winfield
Swanson at winfieldswanson@gmail.com. Stay tuned for a how-to session April 1 and updates to the Discussion
Board section of the Member Portal for topical forums. Find the Portal at democraticwoman.org/member-portal.

Visual Arts
 and Museum Affairs

MEmber portal News

Michelle Obama’s Portrait

WNDC Book Club



MARCH 2021 EVENTS
Follow us on social media

@WNDCLUB @democraticwoman@WNDC_1922 @womenvoteef

Born in Seoul, South Korea, Congresswoman Marilyn Strickland is the
first African American to represent Washington State at the federal level,
and the first Korean American woman elected to Congress in its 230-
year history. As a first-term Representative, Rep. Strickland will tee up
her legislative priorities on behalf of her Washington constituents and
broader groups in America. Hear from this trailblazing Congresswoman
as she discusses her first months in office.

Founder and past chair of the National Women's Health Resource Center,
Congresswoman Debbie Dingell represents the 12th District of Michigan.
Rep. Dingell will address the needs of Americans around the country with
a new Congress, a new Administration, the impeachment of Donald
Trump, an increasingly complex global pandemic, and far-right domestic
threats. Entering her fourth term representing Michiganders, the
Congresswoman will offer her perspective for Women's History Month.

Programs are hosted on the Zoom platform, which now offers Closed Captioning
subtitles. Register at democraticwoman.org/events. Please let us know if some friendly
Club “Zoom tech support” would be helpful so you can get the most out of these speakers
and your membership! Call Pat at 202-232-7363. 

Attendees are asked to sustain the Club’s mission and operations by contributing $10+
per event. This vital support is greatly appreciated.

Please join the Membership Committee for our monthly Zoom Happy
Hour. In addition to socializing with our friends, we will play a round of 20
Questions. The WNDC is a vibrant community of women and men with
common interests and various concerns. Even without our elegant
Whittemore House, we are thriving as a social community. Join us!

Friday, March 5
Member Virtual

Happy Hour
5:30–6:30 pm

Thursday, March 4
Congresswoman

Debbie Dingell
6:00–7:00 pm

Tuesday, March 2
Congresswoman

Marilyn Strickland
6:00–7:00 pm

President Joe Biden has vowed to return to the Iran Nuclear deal—and
then use new negotiations to strengthen the deal and address concerns
about Iran’s regional policies. But is this the right path? Explore these
issues in this US Role in a Changing World series talk with Trita Parsi,
an award-winning author with a focus on US foreign policy in the Middle
East. The former President of the National Iranian–American Council, he
currently teaches at Georgetown University.

Tuesday, March 9
Biden's Choices on Iran

Trita Parsi
12:00–1:00 pm

Wednesday, March 10
Tellus/Caelus: Seeing

the Earth and Sky
Anne Marchand

6:00–7:00 pm

Join us for virtual exhibition tour and talk
with our current exhibiting artist, Anne
Marchand, as she talks about her current
exhibition, Tellus/Caelus: Seeing the
Earth and Sky.

Thursday, March 11
Democracy's Medici—

the Federal Reserve and
the Art of Collecting

Mary Anne Goley
10:30–11:30 pm

From the viewpoint of her decades-long tenure as the
founding Director of the Federal Reserve's Fine Arts
Program, Mary Anne Goley takes us through her
creation of one of Washington's most remarkable art
collections. Join us for a closer look at the hidden art of
Washington, DC, its role in soft diplomacy, and the
larger-than-life personalities behind it all.



MARCH 2021 EVENTS

The current times have surfaced long-established inequities in American
history. Many arts organizations have been prompted to reflect upon
their own roles in this history and to take action. As part of the Social
Role of the Arts series, Jenny Bilfield and Michelle Hoffmann will
discuss how the Washington Performing Arts Society expresses its
commitment to the unifying power of the arts, whether through
programming, arts education, governance, or staffing. Video will
accompany the presentation and discussion.

Stacey Abrams, political leader and voting rights activist, founded Fair
Fight to promote fair elections via direct action and coordination among
grassroots organizers. Along with Fair Fight Action’s CEO, Lauren
Groh-Wargo, an alliance of pro-democracy activists effected sweeping
advances in the state of Georgia. Stacey and Lauren will join WNDC’s
series on Democracy Expansion to recap their efforts that produced
meaningful change, and share lessons for Georgia—and other
battlegrounds—moving forward.

Tuesday, March 23
Georgia and the

Battleground Blueprint
Stacey Abrams

& Lauren Groh-Wargo
12:00–1:00 pm

In less than a century, humanity has seen a nearly 16-fold increase in
world per capita income. However, this increase has resulted in a deeply
unequal distribution of social, racial, and environmental security and self-
governance. The challenge for all of us has become: how will we adopt a
“stop” strategy to end our climate crisis? Building a worthy future depends
on what we decide and what we do. Join a discussion with Dr. John
Byrne of the Foundation for Renewable Energy and Environment (FREE)
on transforming energy–society–climate relations.

Thursday, March 25
Equitable Sustainability:

Combating
Environmental Racism

Dr. John Byrne
5:30–7:00 pm

Janice Nimura has resurrected the story of Elizabeth and
Emily Blackwell, the first and third female physicians in
America. In 1849, the world recoiled at the notion of a woman
doctor, yet Elizabeth Blackwell persisted and became the first
woman in America to receive an MD. Her achievement made 

The Doctors Blackwell
Janice Nimura

her an icon but her sister Emily, eternally eclipsed, was the more brilliant
physician. Together they founded the first hospital staffed entirely by
women, in New York City. Join us for a discussion with the author.

Meeting Demands to
Democratize the Arts

Jenny Bilfield &
Michelle Hoffmann

Enjoy the music of Sopranessence and support Food*4*DC*Kids. Raise
a glass and challenge your tastebuds with beer and chocolate. The
ancients used chamomile, thyme, and oregano to flavor their beer; on St.
Patrick's Day, local brewers and a fabulous chocolatier will flavor and pair
their hand-crafted products. Brought to you by the WNDC Educational
Foundation. $60 incudes a tasting set of 4 chocolates and a 4-pack of
beer (non-alcoholic option available). Curbside pick-up 10:00–5:00.

On April 1, we'll have a tutorial on using the WNDC website Member Portal

in the morning and a Member Virtual Happy Hour in the evening!

Tuesday, March 16

6:00–7:00 pm

Thursday, March 18

11:00–12:30 pm

Wednesday, March 17

Beer and Chocolate!
 5:30–7:00 pm



The calendar shares images and stories of hundreds of remarkable Black women who haven’t received the recognition they
deserve or found their way into most textbooks or classrooms. For example, Ida B. Wells (above) marches with the Illinois
delegation in the Woman Suffrage Parade on Pennsylvania Avenue, March 3, 1913—the first large political march on
Washington. Less known is the fact that Wells was one of many Black women who marched that day—women like Mary Church
Terrell, and members of the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, and the National Association of
Colored Women. These pioneers who, despite facing racism from organizers of the Parade, joined delegations of students,
states, and professional groups on this historic day to march for women’s right to vote.

The tradition of recognizing women’s history in March traces its roots to the first International Women’s Day, celebrated March 8,
1911. In March 1980, President Jimmy Carter issued a Presidential Proclamation declaring Women’s History Week. Beginning
the following year, the Congress passed a joint resolution each year requesting and authorizing the President to designate a
Women’s History Week. Finally, in 1987, the 100th Congress extended Women’s History Week to the full month of March in a
proclamation that reads:

Whereas American women of every race, class, and ethnic background served as early leaders in the forefront of every
major progressive social change movement, not only to secure their own right of suffrage and equal opportunity, but also
in the abolitionist movement, the emancipation movement, the industrial labor movement, the civil rights movement, and
other movements to create a more fair and just society for all; and 

Whereas, despite these contributions, the role of American women in history has been consistently overlooked and
undervalued in the body of American history: Now, therefore, be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled. That the month of March, 1987, is designated as “Women’s
History Month.”

Although March is officially Women’s History Month, the WNDC Educational
Foundation—established in 1991 to promote an understanding of women’s
history and contributions—has opted to use a calendar format to communicate
important stories of women’s history all year long. Today, historians, educators,
and activists agree that focusing on the history of one half of the population for a
single month is insufficient—just as inappropriate as confining the study of Black
history to the month of February.

The EF’s 2021 calendar, Women of Color and the Fight for the Vote, tells an
extraordinary story of women’s history and accomplishments—the nearly 200-
year saga of how women of color fought for and won the right to vote, struggled
against voter suppression, and ultimately assisted in the election of the first
woman and the first woman of color to the vice presidency of the United States. 

Winning the 2021 special federal-level elections/defending our Democratic Congressional majorities.
Defeating voter suppression at state levels/supporting democracy promotion at federal level and the
impeachment process.
Winning the Virginia governorship and state legislature (especially state senate). We'll also participate in
others' initiatives to promote DC statehood, support the Biden administration and women political leaders, as
well as join civic education efforts as possible. 

The GOTV task force will focus on three main political goals for this year. These are:

1.
2.

3.

In doing all of this, we'll also be thinking about how to build WNDC as an institution as we enter our centenary
year. This includes developing a robust social media strategy, converting our wonderful activists into powerhouse
members of WNDC, and expanding our informed and committed activist community. 

Join us! Contact Mindy at mcburrell@hotmail.com to learn how.

Please help us share women's history all year long. Visit wndceducationalfoundation.org/2021calendar.
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Public Policy and
Political Action

Committee Meeting
5:00 pm

Register 24 hours ahead to receive the Zoom links to these events.
Find event registration links in your weekly event emails or on our Facebook page at
facebook.com/WNDCLUB or on the Club website at democraticwoman.org/events.

Membership Cmte. Mtg.
5:00 pm

Lunch Service 12:00—2:00 pm Tuesday—Friday
Reservations Required 

All proceeds from lunch go to Food*4*DC*Kids. 
To donate directly, go to

wndceducationalfoundation.org

Program Committee
Meeting

12:00–1:30 pm

GVP Task Force Mtg.
5:00 pm

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 5

MONDAY 22 TUESDAY 23 WEDNESDAY 24 THURSDAY 25 FRIDAY 26

15 16 17 18MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 19

8 9 10 11 12MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

MONDAY

Executive Cmte. Mtg.
10:30–12:00 pm

FRIDAYTHURSDAYWEDNESDAYTUESDAY

EF Board Meeting
2:30–4:00 pm

Member Happy Hour
5:30–6:30 pm

April Newsletter Deadline

3 421

VAMA Meeting
10:00 am

Board of Directors
Meeting

10:30–12:00 pm

29 30 31 1 2

Member Happy Hour
5:30–6:30 pm

Congresswoman
Marilyn Strickland (WA)

6:00–7:00 pm

Program Committee
Meeting

12:00–1:30 pm

Women's History Month

Congresswoman
Debbie Dingell (MI)

6:00–7:00 pm

The Federal Reserve and
the Art of Collecting
Mary Anne Goley

10:30–11:30 am
Biden's Choices on Iran

Trita Parsi
12:00–1:00 pm

Equitable Sustainability:
Combating

Environmental Racism
Dr. John Byrne
5:30–7:00 pm

Tellus/Caelus: Seeing
the Earth and Sky
Anne Marchand

6:00–7:00 pm

The Doctors Blackwell
Janice Nimura
6:00–7:00 pm

Georgia and the
Battleground Blueprint

Stacey Abrams &
Lauren Groh-Wargo

12:00–1:00 pm

Beer and Chocolate!
5:30–7:00 pm

Meeting Demands to
Democratize the Arts

Jenny Bilfield &
Michelle Hoffmann 

11:00–12:30 pm

WNDC Tutorial:
Website Member Portal

10:30–12:00 pm

International 
Women's Day
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PUBLIC POLICY & POLITICAL ACTION
Chair 
Karen Pataky 

Secretary
Jean Stewart

Communications
Elizabeth Vasquez

GOTV
Melinda Burrell

Gun Violence
Prevention
Ellen McGovern

DC Metro
Patricia Bitondo

Earth & Environment
Jean Stewart

Health Policy
Karen Pataky

Human Rights &
Democracy
Elizabeth Clark

Education & 
Children's Issues
Dianna Washington

Foreign Policy
Jane Elkin

Send your event write-up or article to
winfieldswanson@gmail.com. We cannot
guarantee printing items submitted after the deadline.

April Newsletter Deadline:
Monday, March 15

Anna Fierst, Newsletter Editor
Winfield Swanson, Director of Communications
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On the Radar
April 1: WNDC Tutorial: Online Member Portal & Happy Hour
April 8: Washington Post film critic Ann Hornaday
April 29: Palestine and Israel: Apartheid or Democracy? With
panelists: James Cobey, Miko Peled, Rev. Graylan Hagler,
and Haneen Zoabi


