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The Biden administration passed The American Rescue Plan which can only be described as a
rational, essential crisis-management plan with heart! The COVID-19 pandemic has created a
national emergency not only because of a public health crisis but an economic crisis that has
devastated families across the country. Almost 30 million Americans have contracted COVID-
19, and over half a million have died. The crisis spans big cities and small towns with too many
Americans struggling to fight the disease while trying to eke out a living. The pandemic has also
highlighted the extent of racial injustice in our healthcare system and our economy. With food
insecurity increasing, small businesses cratering, and housing insecurity reaching epic propor-

The 2021 American Rescue Plan, the second anti-poverty plan since Lyndon Johnson’s fifty years ago, is geared
towards changing the course of the pandemic while addressing racial injustice and economic deprivation. Johnson
initiated Medicare; Medicaid; food stamps (SNAP); aid for women, infants, and children (WIC); school breakfasts; Pell
Grants; Head Start; and Section 8 housing vouchers. Biden enhances those and simultaneously tackles the
gargantuan problem of the pandemic. The plan mounts a national vaccination program to combat COVID-19, by
setting up community vaccination sites nationwide, scaling up testing and tracing, eliminating supply shortage
problems, investing in high-quality treatments, providing paid sick leave to contain the spread of the virus, addressing
healthcare disparities, and making the necessary investments to meet the president’s goal of safely reopening schools
and commerce. And, more importantly, it addresses the issue of child poverty.

Working families will receive $1,400 per-person checks across America to ease their financial burden. The bill will also
extend a $300 per week unemployment insurance boost until September 6 and expand the child tax credit for a year.
Direct housing and nutrition assistance will be provided, with expanded access to safe and reliable childcare and
affordable healthcare. Extension of unemployment insurance will give families an emergency boost this year. The jobs
of the first responders, transit workers, and other essential workers will be protected and emergency funding will be
provided to upgrade federal information technology infrastructure and address the recent breaches of federal
government data systems. 

Schools will be provided the resources they need to reopen safely, Higher Education Emergency Relief Funds
expanded, emergency paid leave even for federal workers assured, unemployment insurance benefits increased, the
15% Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefit increased, and families protected from eviction or
foreclosure. It will provide help to women, infants, and children through WIC, a multi-year investment in a special
supplemental nutrition plan. A partnership with restaurants will feed families and keep restaurant workers on the job.
Frontline essential workers will receive hazard pay retroactively. High-quality, affordable child care will be expanded,
tax credits will be increased to help cover the cost of childcare; and extra support will be given to states to cover the
additional cash assistance that Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) recipients need. Health coverage will
be preserved and expanded, with adequate funding for veterans. The increased risk of gender-based violence will be
addressed, including supplemental funding for key federal programs that protect survivors. 

Funding is also provided for states, local governments, territories, and tribal governments. There are protections for
educators, public transit workers, and first responders. Small businesses will be acquire funding they need to reopen
and rebuild. The plan also provides protections for public transportation and aims to modernize federal information
technology to protect against future cyber attacks. 

It is an ambitious plan that attempts to redress many wrongs of societal injustice and economic inequality. Every
Democrat voted for it, while no Republican did. They had happily passed a bill under Trump that cut taxes for the rich.
This bill does exactly the opposite. It is an attempt to close the income gap a little—a small step towards a gigantic
goal. Altruism, empathy and concern are back in focus. We can make this world a better place, one bill at a time!   

—Nuchhi Currier

PRESIDENT'S LETTER
A Plan With Heart!

tions, the nation remains in a deep economic crisis. A crisis that is begging for the containment of this virus as we
provide succor and support to those affected disproportionately by it.



WNDC Book Club: Wednesday, April 21

1 ½ ounces sake (Gekkeikan)
½ ounce orange liqueur (Cointreau)
½ ounce cranberry juice
splash of fresh lime juice
2 dashes orange bitters

Join fellow WNDC members and guests for our Spring into Spring Happy Hour! Don a spring hat and floral attire for a live
demonstration of a Spring Bloom Cocktail by our very own Orane Wint. If you've snapped photos of your gardening
prowess, neighborhood flowers, or DC’s famous cherry blossoms, pour a glass and share your images over Zoom with us!
Have the following ingredients on-hand if you want to make the Cherry Blossom-tini along with Orane.
Ingredients

thespruceeats.com/cherry-blossom-tini-recipe-759624

Join the Membership Committee for our new book club, which will meet quarterly. We had sufficient
interest from our recent poll to hold two April sessions, one in the afternoon and another in the evening, to
accommodate members’ schedules. We will read The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett, a story of the Vignes
twin sisters, who ran away from their small, southern Black community as teenagers and subsequently led
very different lives. The issues brought up in this novel—racism and colorism in American history—remain
potent and relevant. The Book Club is open to WNDC members only. 

Afternoon discussion (2:00–3:00) facilitated by WNDC staff member Jessica Claire Haney
Evening discussion (7:00–8:00 pm)  facilitated by WNDC member Amelia Whitman Weisbuch

Thanks to Ellen McGovern, Director of Gun Violence Prevention Task Force,
we have received a donation of two spectacular prints (pictured at left) from
Shepard Fairey to add to the WNDC collection. 

Fairey is a street artist, activist and illustrator who is often remembered for his
2008 iconic "Hope" poster depicting then Presidential candidate, Barack
Obama. These donated prints, which are signed by the artist, will be displayed
in our historic house museum and used for our gun violence prevention events.

Many thanks to the artist for his generous donation and to his studio staff
members, Victoria Yarnish and Joe Haskins, for making the arrangements.

Visual Arts
 

and Museum Affairs

News
Virtual Happy Hour, Friday, April 9, 5:30–6:30 pm

After our first successful Zoom Basics class, the Members Helping Members series is back April 1 for more
helpful tips on making the most out of Zoom and also on navigating the WNDC website's Member Portal.

The Communications Committee seeks a moderator for our website’s Member Portal. Please apply to
Winfield Swanson at winfieldswanson@gmail.com. Find the Portal at democraticwoman.org/member-portal.

Members Helping Members: Beyond Zoom Basics, April 1, 10:30–12:00 pm
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APRIL 2021 EVENTS
Follow us on social media

@WNDCLUB @democraticwoman@WNDC_1922 @womenvoteef

Join fellow WNDC members and guests for our Spring into Spring
Happy Hour! Don a spring hat and floral attire for a live demonstration
of a Spring Bloom Cocktail by our very own Orane Wint. Out and about
this spring? Share photos of the city's blossoms or of your garden!
Pour a glass and Zoom with us! See p. 3 for a full list of ingredients for
Orane's Cherry Blossom-tini!

Friday, April 9
Member Virtual

Happy Hour
5:30–6:30 pm

Back by popular demand! Brush up your Zoom skills in the second
installation of our "Zoom Basics" Class. For the final portion of the class,
facilitators will introduce and troubleshoot our brand-new Member
Portal. WNDC Members and Staff look forward to answering your
questions and helping you get your account set up. Register and be
prepared to take notes! T his class is exclusively for WNDC Members.

The Club arranges speakers, panels, action workshops, and social gatherings to inform
us and keep us connected. See the full list of Zoom-enabled events at
democraticwoman.org/events – add to your calendar and share with your network. We
love to see faces fresh and familiar on the screen, and appreciate contributions in support
of the Club’s mission and operations.
 
Have suggestions for speakers or programs? Program Committee welcomes your
participation or ideas! Contact us at programs@democraticwoman.org.

Thursday, April 1
Members Helping

Members:
Beyond Zoom Basics

10:30–12:00 pm

Get your toque on for a Chef's Table and Italian Dinner Party! Join
WNDC's own Walter Springman and Ric Marino as they share their
recipe for Bolognese sauce, and enjoy “sharing” the meal with the
group on Zoom! Dinner basket includes a jar of handmade sauce,
fresh tagliatelle, antipasto salad, and tiramisu. Curbside pickup is
11:00 am–5:00 pm.

Tuesday, April 6
Virtual Chef's Table &

Italian Dinner Party
6:30–7:30 pm

In February 2020, movie critic and award-winning author Ann Hornaday
delivered her review of the 2020 Oscar front-runners, delving into the
glittery world of Hollywood media and the impact of “billion-dollar
blockbusters” on pop culture and global storytelling. Hear from this
Pulitzer Prize-winning finalist about the state of the Oscars and how to
get ready to watch the awards in a global pandemic.

Thursday, April 15
How to Prep for the

2021 Oscars
Ann Hornaday

7:00–8:00 pm

Join us on Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day 2021) for an
exploration of issues and debates around memorializing the
Holocaust. Responsibility, forgiveness, and truth—how should we
remember, and who has the right to decide? Presented by Lauren
Strauss, Scholar in Residence and Director of Undergraduate Studies,
Jewish Studies Program at American University. 

Thursday, April 8
Memorializing the

Holocaust: Issues &
Debates

Lauren Strauss
7:00–8:30 pm

After taking a few months to revel in our 2020 successes, it’s time to get
back to work! Winning Wednesdays on the Web will work on 2021
gubernatorial and state legislative races in Virginia and New Jersey,
special Congressional elections and voter registration. Every second
and fourth Wednesday of the month, we’ll offer a variety of opportunities
for political activism, including phone banking, letter writing, postcarding,
and text banking. We’ll also have fun prizes to raffle off to help us raise
funds for important GOTV activities. Join us! 

Wednesday, April 14
& April 28

6:00–8:00 pm
Winning Wednesdays
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APRIL 2021 EVENTS

May 4 Biden 100 days......

May 11

May 13

Join us for a conversation with Former Secretary of Labor Alexis
Herman, Dr. Thelma Daley, and Anna Eleanor Fierst. They will
discuss the civil rights activist and historical icon Dorothy Height,
including excerpts from a speech by Dr. Height—sponsored by the
WNDC Educational Foundation on April 27, 2004—that remains relevant  
today.

A Plan for Your 2021
Climate Action

Tuesday, April 27

Tuesday, April 27

Thursday, April 29
Palestine and Israel:

Apartheid or
Democracy?

10:30–12:00 pm

Nobel Laureate Dr. James Cobey will moderate a discussion with Miko
Peled, Rev. Graylan Hagler, and Haneen Zoabi on the prospects for
peace in the Palestine–Israel conflict. The panel will discuss the present
political situation in Israel and Palestine, how to achieve equal justice for
all Israelis and Palestinians, and the viability of the two-state solution. 

Is Biden’s foreign policy already stuck in the militarist quagmire of the
past 20 years? How can his administration be pushed to fulfill his
campaign promise to prioritize diplomacy in our Foreign Policy?
Addressing these questions in this US Role in the World series program
will be Medea Benjamin, co-founder of the peace group CODEPINK
and of the human rights group Global Exchange. She is the author of
Inside Iran: The Real History and Politics of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

Biden’s Foreign Policy
to Date: The Good, the

Bad, & the Ugly
Medea Benjamin

12:00–1:00 pm

Honoring the Work of
Dr. Dorothy Height

5:30–7:00 pm

This Earth Day, gather with experts and fellow community members to
commit to action! Climate action requires many approaches, including
engagement with political actors, doing hands-on projects, supporting
science policy, and more. Hear from experienced advisors and activists,
find a lane for your focus, and connect with like-minded actors. You'll
leave energized and with a plan! 

Thurday, April 22

Wednesday, April 21
Member Book Club

2:00–3:00 pm
or

7:00–8:00 pm

Join us for a discussion of The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett, a story of
the Vignes twin sisters, who ran away from their small, southern Black
community as teenagers and subsequently led very different lives. The
issues brought up in this novel—racism and colorism in American history
—remain potent and relevant.  Choose which discussion fits your
schedule: 2:00–3:00 pm or 7:00–8:00 pm. The WNDC quarterly Book
Club is open to WNDC members only.

6:00–7:30 pm

Born in Seoul, South Korea, Congresswoman Marilyn Strickland is the
first African American to represent Washington State at the federal level,
and the first Korean American woman elected to Congress in its 230-
year history. As a first-term representative, Rep. Strickland will tee up her
legislative priorities on behalf of her Washington constituents and
broader groups in America. Hear from this trailblazing Congresswoman
as she discusses her first months in office.

Tuesday, April 20
Representative Marilyn

Strickland
6:00–7:00 pm

Mark the evening of May 4 for a special event marking the first 100 days of the

Biden–Harris administration!

Also on the May calendar: "Foundation for Art and Preservation in Embassies" on

May 11 and "Becoming an American: The Art of Siona Benjamin" on May 13 plus

Winning Wednesdays on May 12 & 26.
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The Get Out The Vote (GOTV) Task Force continues to grow in numbers, activities, and enthusiasm. We have a
multipronged strategy for 2021, which we’ll evaluate at the end of the year to plan for even more activity in 2022.
This year's focus is on special elections, supporting Democratic candidates for the Virginia governor’s and state
legislature races, and tackling voter suppression bills. We're also focused on DC Statehood, yard sign distribution
and other mobilization activities.  

To start, we are excited to announce the relaunch of Winning Wednesdays. Join us on Wednesday, March 24, April
14, and April 28 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm as we once again start contacting voters via letters, postcards, and phone
calls. Sign up at to join us democraticwoman.org/winning-wednesdays! We’ve been working on the Louisiana
special elections, so stay tuned for opportunities to help with other ones as their dates and candidates are
determined. We’ll be starting a series of activist trainings to hone our skills for quality conversations with voters as
well as better use of social media for supporting Democratic candidates and issues.

Undergirding this dynamism is a fantastic leadership change. Victoria Velasquez is the new GOTV Task Force
leader. The GOTV Task Force meets on the first Wednesday of every month from 6:00 to 7:30 pm. If you are
interested in joining, please email Victoria at vvelasq1@alumni.nd.edu for more information.

66.2% of eligible Americans voted in the 2020 election, according to Pew Research Center, the largest voter turnout
in at least 40 years, some say in a century. Rather than celebrating this progress, according to the Brennan Center,
legislators in 43 states have reacted by introducing some 250 laws to restrict and suppress voting, what Stacey
Abrams, founder of FairFight, has dubbed “Jim Crow in a suit and tie.” 
 
Last August, the Educational Foundation celebrated the centennial of the passage of the 19th amendment with a 3-
day program on The Long Road to the Vote, commemorating the ongoing struggle for the vote. Today’s legislative
onslaught is another reminder that the struggle is never over. This is not a partisan issue; it is a matter of protection
of our most sacred democratic institutions.
 
Each one of us needs to ask herself what she can do to protect the vote—write or call or donate in support of the
passage of John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act; understand what is happening in your home state and
make your views known; and support nonpartisan groups committed to voter protection, groups like FairFight, Let
America Vote, and groups highlighted on the EF-sponsored site, Yourvoicematters.org.  

GO
TV

GO
TV

Last month, Food*4*DC*Kids, a collaboration between WNDC and the WNDC
Educational Foundation, reached several milestones: more than 13,000 meals
prepared for CHEC students and families affected by COVID and continuous
employment for the WNDC kitchen staff for 44 weeks. This is a testimony to all
of the generous donors of food and funds that have kept this program going:
Francis in the Schools, Celestial Manna, Fresh Farm market farmers and many
members and friends.

 

The foundation is also providing copies of the Women of Color and the Fight for the Vote calendar to schools and
more than 1500 teachers in Washington, DC and across the country from Cape Cod and Plano, Texas to the Ida B
Wells High School in Portland, Oregon. According to a recent study of history textbooks, 71.7% of subjects are
men; the intent is to help educators highlight more women and especially women of color all year round. To learn
more, please go to: wndceducationalfoundation.org/educators-resources. 

Food*4*DC*KidsFood*4*DC*Kids

ALert: protect voting rightsALert: protect voting rights

women of color and the fight for the votewomen of color and the fight for the vote

In addition, in March, Food*4*DC*Kids delivered 60 boxes of nonperishable groceries and toiletries to Ballou High
School for the benefit of 75 at-risk families in Ward 8 (see coverage by Channel 7). The groceries and toiletries had
been donated on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. National Service Day by 208 new donors!
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Public Policy and
Political Action

Committee Meeting
5:00 pm

Register 24 hours ahead to receive the Zoom links to these events.
Find event registration links in your weekly event emails or on our Facebook page at
facebook.com/WNDCLUB or on the Club website at democraticwoman.org/events.

Membership Cmte. Mtg.
5:30–6:30 pm

Lunch Service 12:00—2:00 pm Tuesday—Friday
Reservations Required 

All proceeds from lunch go to Food*4*DC*Kids. 
To donate directly, go to

wndceducationalfoundation.org

Program Committee
Meeting

12:00–1:30 pm

GVP Task Force Mtg.
5:00 pm

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 2

MONDAY 19 TUESDAY 20 WEDNESDAY 21 THURSDAY 22 FRIDAY 23

12 13 14 15MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 16

5 6 7 8 9MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

MONDAY

Executive Cmte. Mtg.
10:30–12:00 pm

FRIDAYTHURSDAYWEDNESDAYTUESDAY

EF Board Meeting
2:30–4:00 pm

May Newsletter Deadline

31 13029

VAMA Meeting
10:00 am

Board of Directors
Meeting

10:30–12:00 pm

26 27 28 29 30

Member Happy Hour
5:30–6:30 pm

Members Helping
Members: Beyond
Zoom Basics Class

10:30–12:00 pm

Earth Day

Congresswoman
Marilyn Strickland 

6:00–7:00 pm

Virtual Chef's Table &
Italian Dinner Party

6:30–7:30 pm

How to Prep for the
2021 Oscars
7:00–8:00 pm

Palestine and Israel:
Apartheid or
Democracy?

10:30–12:00 pm

Memorializing the
Holocaust: Issues &

Debates
7:00–8:30 pm

Biden’s Foreign Policy 
to Date

12:00–1:30 pm

Honoring the Work of 
Dr. Dorothy Height 

5:30–7:00 pm

Winning Wednesday
6:00–8:00 pm

Winning Wednesday
6:00–8:00 pm

A Plan for Your 
2021 Climate Action

6:00–7:30 pm

Member Book Club
2:00–3:00 pm

or 7:00–8:00 pm

GOTV Task Force Mtg.
6:00–7:30 pm
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PUBLIC POLICY & POLITICAL ACTION
Chair 
Karen Pataky 

Secretary
Jean Stewart

Communications
Elizabeth Vasquez

GOTV
Victoria Velasquez

Gun Violence
Prevention
Ellen McGovern

DC Metro
Patricia Bitondo

Earth & Environment
Jean Stewart

Health Policy
Karen Pataky

Human Rights &
Democracy
Elizabeth Clark

Education & 
Children's Issues
Dianna Washington

Foreign Policy
Jane Elkin

Send your event write-up or article to
winfieldswanson@gmail.com. We cannot
guarantee printing items submitted after the deadline.

May Newsletter Deadline:
Thursday, April 15

Anna Fierst, Newsletter Editor
Winfield Swanson, Director of Communications

Publisher Information:

President: Nuchhi Currier
Vice President: Bonnie Heather McCabe
Treasurer: Cynthia Chase
Secretary: Judy Hubbard
Directors:                     
Public Policy: Karen Pataky
Programs: Laura Whitaker
Membership: Linda Wiessler-Hughes & Michael Hughes
Visual Arts & Museum Affairs: Nuzhat Sultan
Communications: Winfield Swanson
Development: Cliftine Jones
Building and Grounds: Michael Lee Beidler
Human Resources: Winfield Swanson
Public Liaison:

WNDC OFFICERS

President: Pamela R. Johnson
Vice President: Rosalyn Overstreet-Gonzalez
Secretary: Winfield Swanson
Financial Secretary: Carol Baer Mott 

Shelly Livingston
Bonnie Heather McCabe
Laura Whitaker
WNDC President: Nuchhi Currier (ex officio)
WNDC Treasurer: Cynthia Chase (ex officio)

EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION BOARD
Michael Lee Beidler
Elizabeth Clark
Marilyn Cruz
Anna Fierst
Suzanne Finney
Sandra Kay

On the Radar
May 4: 100 Days of the Biden–Harris Administration
May 11: Foundation for Art and Preservation in Embassies
May 12 & 26: Winning Wednesday
May 13: Becoming an American 

https://democraticwoman.org/
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehm422wfc4666bb7&oseq=&c=&ch=

