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As we move into the heat of summer and a new fiscal year, I am keeping in mind four streams of focus:

1. Reopening the WNDC as an awesome 21st century institution. Following COVID-19 shutdowns, the Club
is economically extant thanks to bold advocacy by leadership to participate in funding programs, a creative and
resilient staff, and a generous and patient membership base. Like any entity that has come through a tough
time, we are depleted in some dull but essential ways—so I’ve got an unglamorous list of infrastructure
maintenance (think: upgrading IT systems and Wi-Fi, servicing AC units, etc.) to shore up basic operations.
 
2. Re-engaging with our members (current and future!) and our community. We are all feeling a push to re-
start our activities. As much as Zoom represented a lifeline for our programs, committees, and GOTV activism,
we sorely miss the real connective tissue of regular face-to-face interactions. Progress is underway on this
front, too: plans are afoot for “hybrid” events that can connect in-person speaker programs and meetings with
remote participants, the Young Dem population is buzzing, and the clubhouse is seeing bookings tick up.
 
3. Innovating wisely and creatively. Beyond the restoration of amenities, where do we go next? What new
ground can WNDC break as a social club, a networking hub, a space for working professionals, a voice in DC
and national political discourse? There’s no reason not to dream big and pursue exciting ventures. I welcome
your ideas!
 
4. Being the strongest ally possible in the challenges of our times. While we stayed physically in place in
2020, many expanded our consciousness to confront our roles in perpetuating systemic racism, and as a Board
we must put the Club’s decisions and priorities in the context of a journey toward justice. I foresee discussions
about partnerships, scholarships, accessibility, language, programming, and more. We can call for an honest
examination of WNDC’s historical missteps so that we may enter our second century clear-eyed about our
direction. Everyone’s participation in this work is invited and needed.
 
Let us re-knit the ties: no matter how awkward we all became during our long social hibernation, you are
encouraged to step back into the Club for a weekday lunch, a summer brunch, a challenging committee
discussion, a stimulating program, a stroll through the exhibits, or a productive afternoon working in one of
Whittemore House’s upstairs spaces. The mission ahead will call for strength. Come for the regeneration and
help inspire WNDC to reopen in the best way for you!

With warmest regards,
Laura

Dear Club members and friends,
 
I take up the role of President at a specific moment of opportunity for the Woman’s National
Democratic Club: a moment when those of us privileged to live in an economically vibrant city
and benefit from superpower-driven access to vaccines, can take off our masks, check our
privilege, roll up our sleeves, and get to work. 

PRESIDENT'S LETTER
Reopening with Resolve

S u m m e r  B r e a k  f o r  c l u b h o u s e  a n d  p r o g r a m s  i n  A u g u s t
Returning to summer tradition, the Whittemore House will take a month off in August.
Programs and in-house lunches and activities will return in September. Happy Summer!



News
Member Happy Hour, July 15 at 5:30 pm

Happy Hours are back in person! Join us on Thursday, July 15 for a Happy Hour that begins at 5:30 pm
and stay on through the Alice Shih art exhibition reception and the reception for the Duke Ellington
School of the Arts student artists 6:30–8:00 pm. Details on the following page.

WNDC members celebrating birthdays can come on their special day or in their birthday month to enjoy a three-
course lunch on the house. Bring your friends and make it a celebration (NOTE: everyone but the person
celebrating will have pay for their meal). Lunches take place Tuesday to Friday, from noon to 2:00 through July and
in September after the Club's August closure. August celebrants may use their birthday "credit" in September. Note
"member birthday" in the comments when you make your reservation. Meals for guests are $25. 

Birthday Lunches

Maddie Stilley is a healthcare consultant for a federal contractor, focused on operations, strategy,
and health equity. She joined the WNDC in June 2019 and serves on the GOTV committee. She is
passionate about making activism accessible and impactful for all Democrats and hopes to expand
on this through the development and facilitation of deep canvassing training. Co-chair for the Young
Democrats Committee, she is looking forward to the YDs' future social events, professional
development opportunities, and activist activities. Please reach out to Maddie at
maddieos11@gmail.com if you're interested in getting more involved with the YDs.

Member Profile : Maddie Stilley

Join the Membership Committee!
Our first meeting is on July 12th at 5:30 pm. All who want to discuss how to make the Club more exciting for
members are welcome! If you haven’t attended before, email lstrieder@wellesley.edu to be added to our list.

Our summer book club meeting will discuss The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead, a poignant novel
about boys in a reform school in the 1960s. The story is loosely based on reports of such a school
where dozens of unmarked graves were discovered of boys who were likely murdered before the
school was shut down in 2011. 

Member Book Club, July 21 in-Person at 1:30 pm, online at 7:00 pm

Join us on Wednesday, July 21! Come to the Club for lunch and stay for the in-person 1:30 discussion. There will
also be an evening discussion exclusively on Zoom at 7:00. Subscribe to the WNDC Book Club email list for
updates and selection discussions at bit.ly/WNDC-BookClub. Book club is for WNDC members only.

The activists and volunteers on the Get Out The Vote (GOTV) Task Force are taking a much needed
summer break to celebrate the hard work we did in 2020 and the first half of 2021. Throughout April
and May, we worked to turn out Democratic voters in Virginia for the June 8 primary. While turnout
dropped from 2017, rates were still higher than average when compared to the other most recent
gubernatorial primaries. When we relaunch our Winning Wednesdays in the fall, it will be an all-hands-
on-deck effort to elect Terry McAuliffe the next governor of Virginia and to retain Democratic control of
the Virginia House of Delegates.
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JULY 2021 EVENTS
Follow us on social media

@WNDCLUB @democraticwoman@WNDC_1922 @womenvoteef

12:30 pm

What's at Stake?
EMILY's List Emily Cain

Emily Cain, Executive Director of EMILY's List, will discuss the
continuing fight for long-term, intersectional female representation,
and strategic priorities for electing women in 2021, 2022, and
beyond. Emily, first elected to office at age 24, made her mark in
Maine as the youngest female House Minority Leader in state
history. She has over a decade of experience as a state legislator
and public policy leader, and two cycles as a top-ranked Democratic
congressional candidate.

Thursday, July 8

6:00–6:45 pm

Have suggestions for speakers or programs? The Program Committee welcomes your
participation or ideas! Contact us at programs@democraticwoman.org.

Happy Hours are here again! Come for an evening of conversation and
refreshments—including hors d’oeuvres and a complimentary drink. Meet fellow
members, welcome the newest WNDCers, and learn about opportunities to take
part in the work and fun of the Club. We will have door prizes for a few lucky
winners! Guests are also welcome and encouraged to attend. The $10 fee includes
snacks and one drink ticket. We invite you to mingle with the guests from the Art
Exhibition Opening and view the artwork immediately following the reception.

Happy Hour
Thursday, July 15

5:30–6:30 pm

How Much Is Enough?
Pentagon Spending &
the Quest for Security

Bill Hartung

William D. Hartung, Director of the Arms and Security Program at
the Center for International Policy (CIP) and the Co-Director of
CIP's Sustainable Defense Task Force will discuss three central
questions regarding global arms proliferation. 1) How much do we
spend on "national defense?" 2) Is the money being spent wisely,
and does it address our most urgent security challenges? 3) What
are the politics of Pentagon spending?

Tuesday, July 13

12:00–1:00 pm

Sunday Brunch
Sunday, July 11 We invite Club members and their guests to book a table for brunch at the Club.

Enjoy a multi-plate prix fixe menu with optional add-on bottomless bubbly beverage!
Member rate includes tax and gratuity and can be charged to the Member account
on file. Seating may be indoors or outdoors. Meal & coffee/tea: $39.50. Bottomless
mimosas: $19. Reservations available for 12:30 pm.

Visual Arts and Museum Affairs welcomes you back to the Whittemore
House for an in-person artist reception featuring Alice Shih and her
current exhibition "Periphery: Cultural Discoveries," as well as the
Michelle Obama portraits created by students from the Duke Ellington
School of the Arts for our First Ladies Portrait Competition. Mingle
with the artist and enjoy the wonderful exhibitions! We look forward to
celebrating our artists and their hard work together in person once
again after so much time apart! Registration is required for this free
event. Cash bar. 

Welcome Back
 Artist Reception

Thursday, July 15

6:30–8:00 pm
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JULY 2021 EVENTS
Reproductive Rights

Through the Centuries
Judy Waxman

 

As one of the nation's leading healthcare law and policy analysts,
National Women's Law Center vice president of health and
reproductive rights Judy Waxman will address the timely question:
will women ever have control over their own bodies? After over 200
years of sociopolitical struggle for medical equality and reproductive
rights, where are American women in their fight for bodily
autonomy? Waxman will discuss these questions, reproductive
rights throughout the centuries, and the legal battlegrounds facing
advocates today.

Tuesday, July 20

6:00–7:00 pm

End-of-Season BBQ
Thursday, July 29

5:30–7:30 pm

We're thrilled to resume our annual tradition of an End-Of-Season
BBQ with WNDC members and friends! Music, activities, delicious
food and drinks, and all your favorite people at the Whittemore
House! Bar opens at 5:30, Dinner at 6:00 pm. $40 Members, $45
Non-Members, $30 Young Dems, $20 guests under 16 years old.
Cash bar.

Join us for our summer member book club meeting! The Nickel
Boys by National Book Award and Pulitzer Prize winner Colson
Whitehead is a short but powerful read about a boys’ reform school
in the 1960s. Make reservations for lunch ahead of our 1:30
members-only in-person discussion at the Club or join the evening
Zoom session 7:00–8:00. Subscribe to the WNDC Member Book
Club email list at bit.ly/WNDC-BookClub.

Member Book Club
The Nickel Boys

Battle for the Soul:
Inside the Democrats'
Campaigns to Defeat

Trump
Edward-Isaac Dovere

Hailed as "essential reading for political junkies," Edward-Isaac
Dovere's first book Battle for the Soul: Inside the Democrats'
Campaigns to Defeat Trump tells the inside story of how the
Democratic Party took back the White House from Trump's GOP.
As an award-winning journalist for The Atlantic, Dovere has 15
years of experience covering Democratic politics and will highlight
lessons to be learned from 2020 and contrast Democratic
strategies from the post-Obama era through to the insurrection at
the Capitol.

DC History Center:
The Quanders

Rohulamin Quander

Join the WNDC Educational Foundation and the DC History Center
for a panel discussion about one of the oldest documented African
American families. Judge Rohulamin Quander, author of The
Quanders, Since 1684, an Enduring African American Legacy, will
trace his family’s roots from Ghana to the DC area where some of
his ancestors were enslaved at Mount Vernon and another, Nellie
Quander, was an early officer of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc. and lifelong advocate for suffrage and civil justice. Registration
details for lunch and book purchase to come.

Wednesday, July 21

1:30–2:30 pm & 7:00–8:00 pm

Thursday, July 22

12:00–1:00 pm

Wednesday, July 28

12:00 pm Luncheon
1:00 pm Book Signing
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Visual Arts
 

and Museum Affairs

We are thrilled to unveil the recent restoration of our Dolphin-Foot Sofa, located in the front reception room.
This elegant sofa dates from the 1820–30s and the restoration returns the sofa to its period accurate
appearance. Dolphin-Foot sofas such as this one were the embodiment of the classical-revival style popular in
New York during the early 19th century, drawing on the influence and knowledge of English and French
craftsmen who arrived in Manhattan during this period. Thanks to the hard work of F. Carey Howlett and
Associates, this beautiful work of craftsmanship looks like it did when it was first made. Extensive structural
repairs and upholstery changes were made to ensure the sofa lasts for many more years to come. The sofa is
now back at the Whittemore House and we invite you to visit and enjoy the comfort and craftsmanship of this
beautiful antique. We, however, encourage all members and visitors to use our museum quality antique
furniture gently.  

 

We are also excited to announce our first in-person artist reception
back at the Whittemore House! Join us on July 15th from 6:30–8:00 pm
for a reception featuring Alice Shih’s current exhibition, “Periphery:
Cultural Discoveries” in the Ballroom Gallery and the portraits of
Michelle Obama created by students at the Duke Ellington School of
the Arts. The restoration of the sofa and the Michelle Obama portrait
contest were carried out with the support of the WNDC Educational
Foundation and several generous donors.

Our restored Dolphin-Foot Sofa is Back!

The WNDC Archives are a valuable and important asset. Among our collection are books, documents, tapes,
reels, memorabilia, etc., which capture the Club’s history. Our mission is to preserve these materials, and to
continue organizing and cataloging them. Some of our materials are already at the Library of Congress, and our
current focus is to preserve and restore the reel-to-reel tapes of speakers. (One example is the Dr. Dorothy Height
tape that was featured in the panel discussion honoring her in April.) Thank you to all who have already donated.
We need an additional $3000 to start rescuing this invaluable resource in 3 batches over 2 years. If you’d like to
sponsor a particular speaker (e.g., Lindy Boggs or Shirley Chisholm) direct your inquiry to Conceição Andrade
(andrade.conceicao@yahoo.com), Chair, Archives Committee. Your contribution to the Educational Foundation
for this effort is tax-deductible.

Archives Committee

Food*4*DC*Kids provided our 19,400th meal to needy students and
families at the Columbia Heights Educational Campus in June thanks
to WNDC and our many donors including a Community Service Grant
from Rotary! Meals have been prepared by WNDC’s kitchen staff and
Chef Patrick Orange of the Arts Club of Washington. Thank you all!
With the end of school, Food*4*DC*Kids is continuing to support
CHEC’s neediest families with nonperishable groceries and household
items such as:  laundry detergent, soap bars, toothpaste and brushes,
feminine hygiene products, and paper towels. Please continue to
support Food*4*DC*Kids with your contributions or drop off
nonperishable groceries and/or household items at the Club.
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PPC Meeting
5:00 pm: IN PERSON

Register 24 hours ahead to receive the Zoom links to these events.
Find event registration links in your weekly event emails or on our Facebook page at
facebook.com/WNDCLUB or on the Club website at democraticwoman.org/events.

Lunch Service Tuesday— Friday
12:00—2:00 pm

Reservations Required 

Program Committee
Meeting

12:00–1:30 pm
ZOOM

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 2

MONDAY 19 TUESDAY 20 WEDNESDAY 21 THURSDAY 22 FRIDAY 23

12 13 14 15MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 16

5 6 7 8 9MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

MONDAY

Executive Cmte. Mtg.
10:30–12:00 pm

FRIDAYTHURSDAYWEDNESDAYTUESDAY

EF Board Meeting
2:30–4:00 pm

IN PERSON W/ ZOOM

30 12928

26 27 28 29 30

Member 
Happy Hour
5:30–6:30 pm

GOTV Task Force Mtg.
6:00–7:30 pm

ZOOM

What's at Stake?
Emily Cain

6:00–6:45 pm

Club closed for July 4th

Deadline for Sunday
Brunch Reservations

Member Book Club
The Nickel Boys
1:30 IN PERSON 
7:00 pm ZOOM

Board of Directors Mtg.
10:30–12:00 pm

Welcome Back 
Artist Reception

Alice Shih
6:30–8:00 pm

Membership
Committee Mtg.

5:30 pm
ZOOM

Club closed in August
See you in September!

Reproductive Rights
Through the Centuries

Judy Waxman
6:00–7:00 pm

ZOOM

DC History Center: 
The Quanders 

Rohulamin Quander
1:00 pm following

luncheon (ZOOM TBD)

How Much Is Enough?
Pentagon Spending &
the Quest for Security

Bill Hartung
12:00–1:00 pm

ZOOM

End-of-Season BBQ
5:30–7:30 pm

Battle for the Soul:
Inside the Democrats'

Campaigns to 
Defeat Trump

Edward-Isaac Dovere
12:00–1:00 pm

ZOOM

WNDC speaker programs in July will continue via Zoom.
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PUBLIC POLICY & POLITICAL ACTION
Chair 
Karen Pataky 

Secretary
Jean Stewart

DC Metro
Patricia Bitondo

Gun Violence
Prevention
Ellen McGovern

Health Policy
Karen Pataky

Earth & Environment
Jean Stewart

Education & 
Children's Issues

Human Rights &
Democracy
Elizabeth Clark

Racial Equity
Rosalyn Coates

Foreign Policy &
National Security
Jane Elkin

GOTV
Victoria Velasquez

Send your event write-up or article to
winfieldswanson@gmail.com. We cannot
guarantee printing items submitted after the deadline.

September Newsletter Deadline:
Friday, August 13

Anna Fierst, Newsletter Editor
Winfield Swanson, Director of Communications
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Reminder: 
The Club will be closed during the month of
August. See you in September!
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