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101 years ago (August 1920), a massive victory was gained when the US
Constitution grew to recognize women’s right to vote. Historians who have
examined the passage of the 19th Amendment tell us of problematic
alliances, heartbreaking tradeoffs, and systemic exclusion of certain
activists from subsequent textbooks. The scholarship that focuses on the
advances of civil rights is continually evolving, and as an undergraduate
history major I am grateful to have more complete perspectives on our
society’s past and the journey to the present. 

Another milestone will come in 2022 when the Woman’s National Democratic Club
celebrates our Centennial … in a world roiling with new social and political challenges, in
an age where the “social club” sector is seen to be on the decline. Is it a stretch to model our
social club’s 100-year milestone on a pivotal moment for equality in America? Perhaps, but
dreaming audaciously can generate a vision of a healthy, vibrant WNDC that is a force
multiplier for women in DC and beyond: launching more policy advocacy, connecting more
professionals across generations, organizing more campaign volunteers, nurturing more
rising leaders.

PRESIDENT'S LETTER

President: Laura Whitaker
Vice President: Bonnie Heather McCabe
Treasurer: Cynthia Chase
Co-Secretary: Judy Hubbard
Co-Secretary: Michelle Radecki 
Directors:                     
  Public Policy: Karen Pataky
  Programs: Karyl Cafiero
  Membership: Lilly Strieder
  Visual Arts & Museum Affairs: Nuzhat Sultan
  Communications: Winfield Swanson
  Development: Cliftine Jones
  Building and Grounds: Michael Lee Beidler
  Human Resources: Mindy Burrell

EDUCATIONAL 
FOUNDATION BOARD

Next WNDC Meetings
Executive Committee

Wednesday, September 8
10:30–12:00 pm

Board of Directors
Open to all WNDC members

Saturday, September 18
1:00–2:00 pm

Laura Whitaker

Constructed decades before women had the right to vote, the Whittemore
House has been WNDC’s home for over 90 years. The house has “good bones”
and has hosted many important events, but before we can host a Centennial
bash, before WNDC can launch a co-working hub, before the Young Dems can
lock down monthly networking events, restoration and upgrades are needed!
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Awards & GOTV

Around the Clubhouse

Political Dispatch Digest

Let us grab the moment and have an honest look at the choices
we have made, the facets of the Club we may have neglected, the
reality of the “social club” sector, the resource constraints that we
face. Do we wish the WNDC to be awesome in its second
century, and is it on track toward awesomeness at current course
and speed? From this side of the President’s desk, I can tell you
that inaction is not an option. Allow the history—the good, bad,
and ugly—of WNDC to inform how we step into the future.

Dreaming
audaciously of a
healthy, vibrant
WNDC that is a

force multiplier for
women in DC and

beyond

Please see more below for information about how you can play a role in a critical planning
priority. I look forward to your participation!

WNDC milestones: 
1920: Voting … 1922: Founding … 2021: Planning … 2022: Celebrating!

Next EF Board Meeting
Thursday, September 9, 2:30 pm

ParticipateDONATE
Please contribute to 

the Historic Preservation Fund of 
the WNDC Educational Foundation.

See page 4 for additional details.

Join the Clubhouse working group!
Your input—ideas, artistry, or a degree in

architecture—is welcome.
Email president@democraticwoman.org

mailto:President@democraticwoman.org?subject=Interest%20in%20WNDC%20Clubhouse%20Working%20Group
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=PKNYLRCWP9236
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=PKNYLRCWP9236
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=PKNYLRCWP9236
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=PKNYLRCWP9236
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=PKNYLRCWP9236
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=PKNYLRCWP9236
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=PKNYLRCWP9236
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=PKNYLRCWP9236
mailto:President@democraticwoman.org?subject=Interest%20in%20WNDC%20Clubhouse%20Working%20Group
mailto:President@democraticwoman.org?subject=Interest%20in%20WNDC%20Clubhouse%20Working%20Group
mailto:President@democraticwoman.org?subject=Interest%20in%20WNDC%20Clubhouse%20Working%20Group
mailto:President@democraticwoman.org?subject=Interest%20in%20WNDC%20Clubhouse%20Working%20Group


Follow us on social media

@democratic
woman

@democratic
woman

@WNDC_1922 @women
voteef

Welcome New Members!

Membership Chair: Lilly Streider
lstrieder@wellesley.edu
Next Meeting: Monday, September 13 at 5:30 pm on Zoom

Fondest memories at the WNDC—Having served in many positions on the Board of Governors, my
favorite activities at the Club are all non-board work. 

Artist Reception:
Matthew Keenan
Wednesday
September 22
6:30–8:00 pm

September
Member

Happy Hour
Thursday

September 9
6:00–7:00 pm

$10

Come for a COVID-safe evening of conversation and
refreshments—including hors d’oeuvres and a
complimentary drink. Meet fellow members, welcome the
newest WNDCers, and learn about opportunities to take
part in the work and fun of WNDC. We will have a special
raffle for a few lucky attendees! Guests are also welcome
and encouraged to attend. 3

Judy Bonderman, Washington, DC; Nicole Cintas, Bethesda, MD; Dianna English, Toronto, Ontario (Canada); 
LaTisha Henderson, Bryans Road, MD; Carla Kirkwood, Washington, DC; Maegan Kuczwara, Alexandria, VA;
Monica Gray Logothetis, Washington, DC; Truly Tinsley, Washington, DC; Hannah Weatherman, Washington, DC;
Hayden Webster, Washington, DC

Meet Dublin-based artist Matthew
Keenan and view his exhibit, Horizons.
See p. 4 for more about the exhibit
and p. 7 for event details.

Winning
Wednesdays
September 8, 15, & 22 on
Zoom and September 29
at the Club
6:00–8:00 pm

Winning Wednesday returns with a focus
on elections in Virginia. See p. 5 for more
information.

We're pleased to begin a new tradition of introducing members in their own words. Each month, meet a
member and learn about their contributions, activities, and passions. To recommend a future spotlight,
email Anna Fierst at aefierst@gmail.com.

Carol Baer Mott

Greatest accomplishment—My family (pictured here in Vancouver during the 2017 eclipse). Greatest professional
accomplishment is also a volunteer one—negotiating and producing many televised political debates in Philadelphia
and Pennsylvania for the League of Women Voters and serving as local debate chair for the 1984 vice-presidential
debate. Professionally—I am retired from non-profit management and now active with several non-profit
organizations.

They are the many events I chaired or event
committees on which I served. The small
groups worked collaboratively, had much fun,
and accomplished wonderful things. The most
memorable of these are Eleanor Award
events for Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg.
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Mystery couple at the wndc

 

Generous contributions from our members and one
non-member, totaling $2000, will enable us to send
23 of the 139 reels of speakers to be digitized and
preserved. Thank you everyone who already
contributed anonymously, and to members
Conceição Andrade, Pat Bitondo, Rosella Brevette,
Cynthia Chase, Nuchhi Currier, Cliftine Jones,
Sandy Kay, Loretta Neumann, Arleen Winfield, and
non-member Richard Merritt. Without you, we
would not have been able to start rescuing this
invaluable resource. This effort is on-going, and we
will need $8000 more to complete it. If you’d like to
sponsor a particular speaker (e.g., Betty Friedan,
Kathleen Nolan, Pres. Joseph Biden, Marian Wright
Edelman) direct your inquiry to Conceição Andrade.
Your contribution to the WNDC Educational
Foundation for this effort is tax-deductible.

VAMA Chair: Nuzhat Sultan
nuzhatsultan@gmail.com

The Visual Arts and Museum Affairs Committee is excited for the opening of our next
exhibition, showcasing the art of Dublin-born artist Matthew Keenan on September 9th.
Keenan works in several roles at The Keegan Theatre located in Dupont Circle, including
resident set designer and master carpenter. Drawing on his experience creating sets for
theater, Keenan’s works feature beautiful landscapes that immerse the viewer in a new
world. We look forward to showcasing Keenan’s work and invite you to celebrate the
opening of the exhibition at our reception on September 22nd (event details p. 7).

Fall Exhibition: Matthew Keenan
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Archives Chair: 
Conceição Andrade
andrade.conceicao@yahoo.com

When the WNDC moved into the Whittemore House nearly 100 years ago, these two portraits
were left behind by the previous occupants and discovered in the attic with no identifying
information. The National Portrait Gallery examined the works in 2013 and provided possible
attributions to American painters Jacob Eichholtz, John Neagle, and Bass Otis. The works are
believed to be from the early 1820s based on the sitters’ hairstyles and costumes. 

The identity of the sitters, painter, and date of the paintings remain unknown. If you have
any information about these works, please contact our VAMA Coordinator Claire
Sandberg at vama@democraticwoman.org.

EF Board President: 
Pamela Johnson 
pamelajohnson999@gmail.com

Because of the generous support of several donors
to the Educational Foundation, the restoration of
the South Balcony began in August. Thank you! As
the structure was opened, new damage—
concealed for decades—was revealed which will
also need to be addressed. Please consider making
a donation to help us preserve the beautiful
Whittemore House. 
Donate via Paypal at www.paypal.com/donate/?
hosted_button_id=APDCY5A7RHCS6.

AROUND THE CLUBHOUSE

For updates and ways that
members and friends can help
support the preservation of The
Whittemore House, visit
wndceducationalfoundation.org.

https://democraticwoman.org/exhibitions/matthew-keenan/
https://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
https://democraticwoman.org/exhibitions/matthew-keenan/
https://democraticwoman.org/exhibitions/matthew-keenan/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=APDCY5A7RHCS6
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=APDCY5A7RHCS6
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=APDCY5A7RHCS6
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=APDCY5A7RHCS6
https://wndceducationalfoundation.org/


GOTV
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GOTV Chair: 
Victoria Velasquez
vvelasq1@alumni.nd.edu

WNDC has a special relationship with one of the
most impactful First Ladies, Eleanor Roosevelt.
She was WNDC's first national member, delivered
radio broadcasts from the Library at the
Whittemore House, and hosted Club members for
a tea at the White House!

 

The GOTV Committee will be
kicking off Winning Wednesdays
in September to help elect
Democratic candidates up and
down the ballot in Virginia. 

We have so much to celebrate together—2020
victories, vaccinations, and a great slate of candidates
on the ballot in Virginia and reuniting for in-person
Winning Wednesdays again starting September 29.

Virtual WW begin on September 8, 6–8 pm ET. We
will alternate between gathering in the Club and
online in October.

Mark your calendars:

Ayala was inspired to run for
office in 2017 after seeing
millions of women stand up
against division and hate in the
first Women's March in
Washington. 

Ayala went on to defeat a four-term Republican
incumbent. During her tenure in the Virginia House of
Delegates, she worked to expand Medicaid, raise
teachers' pay, pass the Equal Rights Amendment, and
expand background checks. 

The WNDC is proud to support Ayala for 
Lt. Governor of Virginia. Join us on Winning
Wednesdays to help get out the vote. Contributions
can be made to her campaign via
secure.actblue.com/donate/wndcayala

Coming Soon: Nominations for
2022 Eleanor Awards

awards

The Club established
the prestigious Eleanor
Award in 1998 to
honor those persons
who best embody the
ideals and values that
Eleanor Roosevelt
fought for and
represented all her life.

Previous recipients include: Harry Belafonte;
Hillary Clinton; Johnetta Cole; Ruth Bader
Ginsburg; and Nancy Pelosi.

To help celebrate the WNDC's Centennial year,
the Eleanor Awards are back! We will honor
recipients for their contributions in several
categories, such as social justice, the arts,
education, and public service. We are looking for
both rising stars and those whose lifetime
achievements merit our highest award.

Please begin thinking about possible nominees …
because the WNDC Educational Foundation will
be inviting members and friends across the
country and the world to make recommendations
for the 2022 Eleanor Awards.

Want to know more about Eleanor Roosevelt and
her values and extraordinary career? Please see
her biography on the National First Ladies Library
website:

firstladies.org/biographies/firstladies.aspx?
biography=33
 

September 8 on Zoom
September 15 on Zoom
September 22 on Zoom 
September 29 in the Club

Running at the statewide level are three fantastic
candidates: Terry McAuliffe for Governor, Hala Ayala
for Lieutenant Governor, and Mark Herring for
Attorney General. The GOTV Committee is especially
excited to support Ayala who is running to become the
first woman Lt. Governor and the first woman of color
to hold statewide office in the Commonwealth of
Virginia. 

October 6 in the Club
October 13 on Zoom
October 20 in the Club
October 27 on Zoom
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PUBLIC POLICY 
& POLITICAL 
ACTION 
COMMITTEE
Chair 
Karen Pataky 

Secretary
Jean Stewart

DC Metro
Patricia Bitondo

Earth & Environment
Jean Stewart

Education & 
Children's Issues

Foreign Policy & National
Security
Jane Elkin

Gun Violence Prevention
Ellen McGovern

Health Policy
Karen Pataky

Human Rights &
Democracy
Elizabeth Clark

Racial Equity
Rosalyn Coates

Calls to Action

Articles

YOUR VOICE MATTERS

2022 and 2024 will be the most important elections of our lives. One thing we can
do now is ask every family member and friend if they have renewed their voter
registration.
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POLITICAL 
DISPATCH DIGESTDIGEST
Welcome to the Political Dispatch Digest, featuring excerpted articles and
more from WNDC’s Public Policy task forces! What you’re seeing on this
page is a month’s worth of opinions, resolutions, suggested actions, and more
from our active thinkers and writers. You can find the full articles and calls to
action at democraticwoman.org/category/ppc.

Note: The preceding commentary may not represent the precise positions of every member of WNDC.
We welcome feedback.

Next Meeting Dates:

PPC
Monday, September 13
4:00 pm 
on Zoom
kjpataky@comcast.net

GVP
Thursday, September 23
5:00–6:00 pm 
in the Garden
ellen.mcgovern@gmail.com

From Karen Pataky, Director, Public Policy Committee

It is Biden—not the far right—who supports enhancing the power of Americans as individuals. Flag-wavers on
the right are constantly cheering on our liberty. It is assumed in their rhetoric that exercising our liberty is
exercising our power as individuals, with no interference from liberty destroying government. The opposite is
closer to the truth. 

THE POWER OF AMERICANS
From Betsy Clark, Chair, Democracy and Human Rights Task Force

From Ugoji A. Eze, Esq., PPC Member, Earth and Environment Task Force
IPCC REPORT ON CLIMATE CHANGE

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has labeled the global
climate change crisis Code Red. It is irreversible, inevitable, and unprecedented. 
Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/ipcc-report-on-climate-change

GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION UPDATE
From Ellen McGovern, Chair of GVP Task Force

Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/the-power-of-americans

America’s Pastime seems to be either baseball or neighborhood shootings!
Andrew Patrick, political communications director for the Coalition to Stop Gun
Violence, referred to “shootings replacing baseball as the traditional pastime here
and across America” in a recent statement after the shooting outside DC’s Nats
Park in mid-July, killing 6-year-old Niyah Courtney. 
Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/september-gvp-update
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On the Radar in October
October 12—Disability rights pioneer Judith Heumann
produced the documentary Crip Camp: A Disability Revolution.
She will join the WNDC for remarks on Tuesday, October 12. 

October 27—The WNDC—Educational Foundation is
sponsoring a group visit to Hillwood Museum and Gardens
on Wednesday, October 27. Hillwood was the Washington
home of Club member Marjorie Merriweather Post. The
current exhibit, Roaring Twenties: The Life and Style of
Marjorie Merriweather Post, coincides with the coming
celebration of the WNDC’s 100th anniversary in 2022. We
will tour the mansion, gardens, and exhibit on our own,
coming together for lunch on the estate grounds.  

SEPTEMBER 2021 SPEAKER PROGRAMS

Have suggestions for speakers or programs? The Program Committee welcomes your participation or ideas!
Contact Program Committee Chair Karyl Cafiero at programs@democraticwoman.org. 
Next meeting: Friday, September 10, 12:00–1:30 pm

JoAnn Hill's book, Secret Washington, DC: A Guide to the
Weird, Wonderful, and Obscure, covers a wide array of
lesser known locations and historical events throughout
the greater Washington, DC area, uncovering
extraordinary accomplishments of women.

12:00–1:00 pm

12:00–1:00 pm
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6:30–8:00 pm

Susan Popkin, author of No Simple Solutions: Transforming
Public Housing in Chicago, and Sarah Shoenfeld,
cofounder of the online public history project, Mapping
Segregation in Washington DC, together with moderator
Joe Howell, will discuss the history and impact of policies
that govern the creation and maintenance of public
housing. 

The Big Collision: Finding Truth
in the Age of Disinformation
Monica Hopkins

Artist Reception: Horizons
Matthew Keenan

Public Housing in DC:
Segregation, Displacement,
and Redevelopment
Sarah Shoenfeld and Susan
Popkin

Thursday, September 30

Wednesday, September 22

Thursday, September 23
Secret Washington, DC: 
A Guide to The Weird,
Wonderful, and Obscure
JoAnn Hill

Executive Director of the ACLU of the District of
Columbia (ACLU-DC) Monica Hopkins will offer an
insider view from her many years of advocacy and
program administration experience on DC Statehood,
housing justice, reproductive rights, and more.

Send your event write-up or article to
winfieldswanson@gmail.com. We cannot guarantee printing items
submitted after the deadline.

October Newsletter Deadline:
Friday, September 10

Anna Fierst, Newsletter Editor
Winfield Swanson, Director of Communications

Publisher Information

6:00–7:00 pm (Zoom)

Tuesday, September 21 

Meet Dublin-born artist Matthew Keenan to celebrate
the Whittemore House opening of his exhibit, Horizons,
a series of landscapes that draw on his experience
designing sets, including for the Keegan Theatre. All
works will be for sale. See p. 4 for more about the artist.

All programs will have Zoom capabilities. Luncheons will be offered if possible, pending guidance from DC health officials.
Be sure to open our emails for updated information and links to all our programs!

Inspired by the true story of 2,000 Irish children deported
to Jamaica and the fact that 25% of Jamaican citizens
claim Irish ancestry, Olive Collins' novel The Tide Between
Us shows the resilience of the human spirit.

12:00–1:00 pm (Zoom)

Tuesday, September 28
The Tide Between Us
Olive Collins
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S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 1

Find event registration links in your weekly event emails or on our Facebook page at
facebook.com/WNDCLUB or on the Club website at democraticwoman.org/events.

30 31 1 2 3

Woman's National Democratic Club
1526 New Hampshire Ave NW, Washington, DC 20036
202.232.7363
democraticwoman.org

W
N
D
C

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

6 7 8 9 10Labor Day
Club Closed

Public Housing in DC
Sarah Shoenfeld 
& Susan Popkin

12:00–1:00 pm

13 14 15 16 17

20 21 22 23 24

27 28 29 30 1

Join us for lunch! Reservations Tuesday–Friday, 12–2 pm:
democraticwoman.org/lunch_rez

 

Register for speaker programs (see p. 7):
democraticwoman.org/events

Finding Truth in the Age of
Disinformation

Monica Hopkins
6:00–7:00 pm

Artist Reception
Matthew Keenan

6:30–8:00 pm

Secret Washington, DC
JoAnn Hill

12:00–1:00 pm

Yom Kippur begins at sunset

Rosh Hashanah
begins at sunset

Final day of Alice Shih exhibit Matthew Keenan exhibit opens

Winning Wednesday
6:00–8:00 pm

At the Clubhouse

Winning Wednesday
6:00–8:00 pm

On Zoom

Note: Committee meeting dates can be found throughout the newsletter

Happy Hour
6:00–7:00 pm

At the Clubhouse

The Tide Between Us
Olive Collins
12:00–1:00 pm

Winning Wednesday
6:00–8:00 pm

On Zoom

Winning Wednesday
6:00–8:00 pm

On Zoom
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