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Dear Members and Friends of WNDC,

These days at the Whittemore House, facilities maintenance is a
major priority for me and the Board. If damaged equipment or
worn-out furnishings cause outages or disruptions, we have no
choice but to respond with action. A more typical choice with
regard to building maintenance, however, is inaction, particularly
when resources are constrained. 

Over time, avoiding regular upkeep can lead to weakened, vulnerable, and outdated
structures. When deferred maintenance bites us, we experience things like overloaded
A/C units spilling condensate into tenants’ offices, or a neglected roof leaking into
beams, ceilings, walls, and floors. 

That same deferred-maintenance gamble applies to our country’s politics. Case in
point:  the 2016 election. On a WNDC summer program, an author argued that the
Obama White House’s neglect of the Democratic Party organization was a major
contributing factor to Hillary Clinton’s loss. This readership will agree that
Democrats responded to the crisis of Trump’s election the way a homeowner reacts to
a burst pipe: all hands on deck, spending whatever is necessary to fix things! We all
surged into political action—seemingly every weekend at first, and then
enthusiastically around the midterms, and finally with a cash-frenzied push into a
victorious 2020 outcome.

Going into 2022, there are disturbing markers of Democrats’ inattention to activism
and involvement. Attendance at the recent Women’s March was spirited, but quite
small. Winning Wednesdays at WNDC are scrappy, but very lean. Early voting in
Virginia is so sluggish the governor’s race now appears to be a toss-up. When
reproductive rights are at real risk of elimination, and GOP state lawmakers are
legislating away voting rights, it is not a good time to check out of the game.

So, I urge you all:  find a (balanced) way to maintain your activism—every one of
you. Attend a march or civil action every 6 months; rally with a group of friends and
canvass at least once per election cycle; make a plan for early political contributions
way ahead of the general election. These and similar preventive actions will solidify
the Democratic political ecosystem so we never face another crisis that is painful and
expensive to repair.
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Next WNDC Meetings
Executive Committee

Wednesday, November 10
10:30–12:00 pm

Board of Directors
Open to all WNDC members. On Zoom.

Wednesday, November 17
12:00–1:30 pm

Commit to at least one phone-banking or canvassing
event for the Virginia election
Begin budgeting your activism time and dollar
allocations for 2022 for maximum political impact

WNDC is one of many hubs for organizing. Whether you
sign up through us or another group, complete the steps
below during the month of November:
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GOTV, EF, & Women's March

Around the Clubhouse

Political Dispatch & Diplomacy

Activism as Preventive Maintenance

Next EF Board Meeting
Thursday, November 11, 2:30 pm Let WNDC handle the meal

preparation for Thanksgiving!
Whether you’re hosting visitors or
nesting on your own, the Club has
a delicious repast at the ready. 

The election is Tuesday, November 2nd!
Order by November 19 for November
24 pickup. Note: Due to pandemic-related
shortages, supplies are limited. Order early!
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A record number of new members joined WNDC during July, August and September!
Nan Beckley—Washington, DC
Joy Bennett—Santa Barbara, CA 
Gaylyn Boone—San Diego, CA 
Diane Cheeks—Germantown, MD
Barbara Crane—New Rochelle, NY
Caroline Darmody—Washington, DC
Allison Everhardt—Washington, DC
Jane Flack—Arlington, VA
Malca Gottlieb—Washington, DC
Zina Greene—West Stockbridge, MA
Nancy Pendarvis Harris—
Stevensville, MT

Follow us on social media

@democratic
woman

@democratic
woman

@WNDC_1922 @women
voteef

Membership Chair: Lilly Strieder
lstrieder@wellesley.edu

Virtual Happy Hour 
Monday, November 1, 5:00–6:30 pm
Support Terry McAuliffe and Democrats by phone banking
and doing some relational organizing with us during a special
virtual happy hour the night before Virginia's critical election
day! Admission is free for this fun volunteer opportunity for
national and local members.
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Help get out the vote and keep Virginia blue!
Winning Wednesdays on Zoom October 27, 6:00–8:00 pm
and canvassing in Virginia Saturday, October 20 at 10 am. 

Winning Wednesdays & Virginia Canvassing

Details and registration at democraticwoman.org/events.

Helena Heath—Washington, DC
Kim Sheftall Humphries—
Washington, DC
Linda Ingram—Washington, DC
Marsha Johnston—Arlington, VA
Estell Lloyd—Washington, DC
Caroline Mindel—Washington, DC
Mary Neznek—Washington, DC
LeeAnn Petersen—Washington, DC
Ann Plubell—Washington, DC
Pamela Rao—Washington, DC
Rajan Sen—Chantilly, VA

Cathy Solomon and Bob Solomon—
Washington, DC
Karen St John—Washington, DC
Amanda St John and David St. John
—Falls Church, VA
Heather Stilley—Portland, OR
Karen Szulgit—Washington, DC
Kurt Vorndran—Washington, DC
Ellyn Weiss—Washington, DC
Dorinda White—Washington, DC
Allison Young—Upper Marlboro, MD

Election Night Watch Party
Tuesday, November 2
5:30–9:00 pm
$10-60

Come get dinner or just a drink while we celebrate the
Club's GOTV efforts with our focus on Virginia races. 
See p. 5 for more information. Details and registration at
democraticwoman.org/events.

Bring a friend to a lunch program: At any of the four lunchtime speaker programs in November, members may bring a non-member
to lunch and enjoy it at the member rate for all guests. Register yourself and your guest(s) at democraticwoman.org/events.

Free Zoom programs: Working WNDCers: do you want to attend a lunchtime speaker program but can’t leave your desk? National
members: feeling disconnected from the experience? We are now offering all members free access to all of our Zoom programs.

New! Office Hours: Join us on Thursday, November 18th at 6 pm on Zoom for our new virtual office hours open to all members.
During this time, ask the membership director anything—from questions about perks of membership to more specific queries.

Women's March recapWomen's March recap

The October 2 march was not just about abortion. It was
about politicians’ control of our lives. New laws in Texas that
disregard Roe v Wade have re-energized women to protest
yet again, and not just in Washington: over 600 other cities
also participated. For decades those on the far right have
created a fictional universe where abortion is said to cause
dire consequences, the only real one being new and severe
restrictions like those in Texas. Now Roe v Wade is under
brutal threat. As the president of Planned Parenthood, Alexis
McGill Johnson, noted, “No matter where you are, this fight
is at your doorstep right now.” Widely diverse speakers
emphasized that politicians have no business making medical
decisions and that women and men need to increase our
vigilance. We will continue to march until every woman has
the freedom to make her own medical decisions.
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Aduna
Acrylic/textile/weaving/fray

The expanded South Balcony project is nearing completion. The reconstruction of the
balcony has been completed, the white waterproofing membrane and new copper
flashing installed. 
 

As we reported earlier, when some of the copper sheathing on the Balcony was opened,
we discovered scary damage to the corner post and beams supporting this "valley" of the
extraordinary slate roof—a feature of the House described in its nomination to the
National Register—"roofs are unified by the continuous, overhanging eaves and the
convex curves which link the roofs to form one undulating, rhythmic mass.”

VAMA Chair: Nuzhat Sultan
nuzhatsultan@gmail.com
Next Meeting: December 7, 2:30 pm on Zoom
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AROUND THE CLUBHOUSE

Queen Anne Chair Set Complete!

Matthew Keenan Exhibit closing soon
Irish artist Matthew Keenan’s exhibition, Horizons, was a great success with a number of paintings already sold. The exhibit
remains on view through November 16. We encourage you and your friends to visit the exhibition and acquire one of his
works before they are all gone!

RaCkie Diankha Exhibit opens November 18

WNDC’s Archives Task Force has
designated 139 audio reels to be
digitized for modern accessibility
and preservation. These
recordings feature speakers from
the Club’s past programs: Eleanor
Roosevelt, Bella Abzug, Betty
Friedan, Jimmy Carter, Marian
Wright Edelman, President Joe
Biden, and more. 

Processing of the first 23 reels is
underway, thanks to generous
contributions. Continuing with
this project requires more help! 

Your contribution to the WNDC
Educational Foundation for this
effort is tax-deductible and
greatly appreciated.

Thanks to Vicky Marchand who pointed us in the right direction, we were able to purchase eight
gently used Queen Anne chairs for the Past Presidents Room. 

With our next exhibition, which will be on view November 18 through February 22, we will
move from Ireland to Senegal. Rackie Diankha, an established artist who has exhibited in
numerous countries, will exhibit her series titled The Weft of Life in the Ballroom Gallery.
Diankha integrates traditional textiles and uses the loom’s wefts in her paintings characterized
by colors and expressive brushwork.

Save the date for the opening with the artist on Wednesday December 1st, from 6:30–8:00 pm
and bring your friends.

Buildings and Grounds Director
Michael Beidler and the
engineers have completed a
thorough investigation of the
valley and found no additional
damage! In the coming weeks,
the roofers will repair the
damaged post and beams and
complete the restoration of the
Balcony!
 
To learn more, please visit:
wndceducationalfoundation.org/
an-urgent-appeal.

Archives Chair: Conceiçao Andrade
candrade789@gmail.com
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Election Night Dinner 
and Watch Party
Tuesday, November 2
5:30–9:00 pm

Winning Wednesdays 
GOTV activists continue to meet every
Wednesday 6–8 pm to help get out the vote
for Virginia Democrats. Join us for the final
Winning Wednesday of 2021! We will be
phone banking on Zoom on October 27.
Register at mobilize.us/wndc/event/413598

GOTV GOTV Chair: 
Victoria Velasquez
vvelasq1@alumni.nd.edu

Canvassing Trips to Virginia 
Our GOTV activists knocked on approximately 300
doors in Fairfax County, VA on October 10 to help
turn out Democratic voters. 

Join us on Election Night to watch the Virginia
returns, enjoy a delicious meal, and celebrate the hard
work of our GOTV activists! Dinner will be served at
6:30 pm, and returns will start to come in shortly
after 7 pm. Register at democraticwoman.org/events
$55 for members, $60 for non-members, 
$10 party only (+ cash bar)

Welcome to New Members and Call for Volunteers!

MERCH ALERT—2022 Planner: women Organize!

Join us on Saturday
October 30 for one
last canvassing trip
before the November
2 election. We will
leave from the
WNDC promptly at
9:00 am that day to
drive to Fairfax or
Loudoun County, VA
(an hour outside DC).
Transportation will be
available, and training
will be provided.
Register at
www.mobilize.us/wn
dc/event/413616. 

WNDC members Malca Gottlieb, Judy Hubbard,
and Victoria Velasquez at the October 10

canvassing trip

EF President:
Pamela Johnson
WNDCEF@gmail.com 
Next meeting: 
Thursday, November 11, 2:30 pm

Get ready for the New Year and WNDC Centennial with a
week-at-a-glance 2022 planner featuring an inspiring
woman every week. Which WNDC member was the Vice
Chair of the Democratic National Committee in 1922? The
author of the New Deal's Social Security program? Co-
founder of SNCC? Learn about these WNDC members
and many others in WNDC EF’s elegant, inspiring planner.
Set goals. Take notes. Plan to make a difference! As US
Congresswoman and WNDC President Lindy Boggs said
to the young Nancy Pelosi, “Know thy power and use it!”

We invite new and long-time members with
curiosity about our history to bring their energy and
skills to our efforts. There’s a special role for
educators, historians, writers, social media experts,
and grant writers! Join us to learn more on
Wednesday, November 10, 2021 at 4:00 pm or
email EF President Pamela Johnson or Anna Fierst
at aefierst@gmail.com.
Food*4*DC*Kids has provided some 23,000 meals
to needy DC families since the pandemic began.
Join us Tuesday mornings 10:00–12:00 pm at The
Whittemore House to help provide meals for needy
students and families in our community. Help pack
meals, pick up 50 rotisserie chickens, raise funds, or
write thank-you’s.  Please help us make a difference!

To the many new members of WNDC, welcome on
behalf of the WNDC Educational Foundation! The EF is
the nonpartisan Foundation that houses, among other
things, a Women’s History Working Group as well as
community outreach. 

Makes a great
holiday gift. 
$25. Place your
orders now! 
Call Pat Fitzgerald
at 202-232-7363. 

To learn more, visit
bit.ly/22EFPlanner. 

Pre-Election Virtual Happy Hour
Join us on Monday, November 1st for phone-
banking from 5:00–6:30 pm. See p. 3 for details.
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The October 2 Women's March was not just about abortion. It’s about the totality
of control of women’s lives by far-right religious leaders and politicians. What is
different is that now the Supreme Court is threatening to no longer adhere to the
Roe v Wade precedent. 

PUBLIC POLICY 
& POLITICAL 
ACTION 
COMMITTEE
Chair 
Karen Pataky 

Secretary
Jean Stewart

DC Metro
Patricia Bitondo

Earth & Environment
Jean Stewart

Education & 
Children's Issues

Foreign Policy & National
Security
Temitope Fajingbesi

Gun Violence Prevention

Health Policy
Karen Pataky

Human Rights &
Democracy
Elizabeth Clark

Racial Equity
Rosalyn Coates

Articles
WHY WE MARCHED
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POLITICAL 
DISPATCH DIGESTDIGEST

Note: The preceding commentary may not represent the precise positions of every member of WNDC. 
We welcome feedback.

Next Meeting Date:
Thursday, October 28
5:00 pm
kjpataky@comcast.net

From Karen Pataky, Chair, Health Policy Task Force

Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/why-we-marched-today

If you tuned into the intimate Zoom program on September 28th featuring author Olive Collins, you would have
seen a remarkable alliance form in front of your eyes: Ireland’s Ambassador Dan Mulhall and Jamaica’s
Ambassador Audrey Marks embarking on a partnership to support the Irish diaspora in the Caribbean! Each
emissary gave a heartfelt introduction of their country’s relation to the novel The Tide Between Us, leading into a
warm bilateral discussion and an agreement to strengthen ties between the two nations. A video excerpt is online
at democraticwoman.org/sept-programs-roundup.
 

Congratulations to Bonnie McCabe who arranged the speaker and invited both diplomats!

Witnessing Diplomatic Ties: Ambassadors Connect via WNDC Program

IN TENNESSEE, THE SPERM IS MIGHTIER
THAN THE EGG
From Karen Pataky, Chair, Health Policy Task Force
The Tennessee General assembly introduced a bill that would allow any man the
right to veto his partner's decision to have an abortion. The man would not need to
undergo any test to prove his paternity. A simple declaration by the man will be
deemed adequate to secure a court injunction to stay the abortion.
Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/in-tennessee-the-sperm-is-mightier-than-the-egg
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WNDC is pleased to present speaker programs that audiences can enjoy whether on-site at the Club or accessing
via Zoom! Whether speakers join us in person or remotely, registrants will be able to see and hear the programs as
well as participate in Q&A. Note: social-only events may not include a virtual option.
Please refer to the legend to determine which options are offered for each program:

      Meal available at Club              Evening appetizers available at Club               Program accessible virtually

12:00–1:00 pm 

Tuesday, November 9
Empowering Architecture to
Address Homelessness
Suman Sorg

12:00–1:00 pm 

Tuesday, November 16
Present at the Post: From
Watergate to Chesapeake to
Harpers Ferry
Eugene L. Meyer

Eugene L. Meyer, award-winning journalist, will discuss
stories and lessons learned from his decades at the
Washington Post, as well as his most recent book Five for
Freedom: The African Americans in John Brown’s Army.
Meyer will draw parallels between the past (the 1850s)
and the present—a country deeply divided—and challenge
the audience to act to save our democracy.

12:00–1:00 pm

Thursday, November 18
Cokie: A Life Well Lived
Steven Roberts

5:30–9:00 pm

Tuesday, November 2
Election Night Dinner 
and Watch Party

See p. 5 for details.

12:00–1:00 pm

Tuesday, November 30
A Woman of No Importance
Sonia Purnell

5:30–7:00 pm

Thursday, November 4
Virginia Election Recap 
Jim Moran

NOVEMBER 2021 PROGRAMS

Have suggestions for speakers or programs? The Program Committee welcomes your participation or ideas!
Contact Program Committee Director Karyl Cafiero at programs@democraticwoman.org. 7

Send your event write-up or article to winfieldswanson@gmail.com. 
We cannot guarantee printing items submitted after the deadline.

December Newsletter Deadline:
Wednesday, November 10

Anna Fierst, Newsletter Editor
Winfield Swanson, Director of Communications

Publisher Information

Award-winning architect and designer Suman Sorg, FAIA,
founded a non-profit architecture firm, "A Complete
Unknown," in 2020 to address through intelligent design
the issues of homelessness and economic displacement.
See examples of how her ideas and built infrastructure
have helped to relieve the problems of gentrification in so
many cities.

Professor Steven Roberts will present Cokie: A Life Well
Lived concerning his late wife Cokie Roberts, a cherished
journalist and daughter of the late Lindy Boggs who
served a US Congresswoman and as President of
Woman’s National Democratic Club. Steve Roberts is the
chief political analyst for the ABC radio network, a
professor of journalism and politics at George Washington
University, and a nationally syndicated columnist. 

In A Woman of No Importance, author Sonia Purnell
celebrates Virginia Hall, one of the most important World
War II American spies, and sheds light on a remarkable but
mostly unremembered Virginia Hall, 70 years after her
wartime exploits in France. After the war, President Harry
Truman wanted to honor Hall at a public White House
ceremony. Hall declined, saying she wanted to remain
undercover. Zoom only.

For the second “off-year” cycle in a row, WNDC will be
joined by former Congressman Jim Moran, analyzing the
results of the Virginia election and what this means for
both state and national politics. 

Thanksgiving Dinner Order Deadline: 
November 19

Meals will be available for pickup 
Wednesday, November 24 from 11–2 pm

 

       Note: Due to pandemic-related shortages,
supplies are limited. Order early!
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Find event registration links in your weekly event emails or on our Facebook page at
facebook.com/WNDCLUB or on the Club website at democraticwoman.org/events.
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Woman's National Democratic Club
1526 New Hampshire Ave NW, Washington, DC 20036
202.232.7363
democraticwoman.org
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Join us for lunch! Reservations Tuesday–Friday, 12–2 pm:
democraticwoman.org/lunch_rez

 

Register for speaker programs (see p. 7):
democraticwoman.org/events

Virtual Happy
Hour 

5:00–6:30 pm

December newsletter deadline

Election Day—
No Lunch Available

Deadline for 
ordering 11/24

Thanksgiving meal

Present at the Post: 
From Watergate to Chesapeake 

to Harpers Ferry
Eugene L. Meyer

12:00–1:00 pm

The Weft of Life
Rackie Diankha Artist Reception

6:00–8:00 pm

Cokie: A Life Well Lived
Steven Roberts
12:00–1:00 pm

Empowering Architecture to
Address Homelessness

Suman Sorg
12:00–1:00 pm

Virginia Election Recap 
Jim Moran

5:30–7:00 pm

A Woman of No Importance
Sonia Purnell
12:00–1:00 pm

Election Night Dinner & Watch Party 
5:30–9:00 pm

Thanksgiving Holiday: Club ClosedThanksgiving meal pickup 11–2 pm

Rackie Diankha Exhibit Opens

On the Radar:
December 7: Semi-Annual Meeting
December 8: Holiday Special Luncheon
December 9: Andrew Taylor
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