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Each year we recognize our staff by contributing to the annual Employee Benefit Fund (EBF).
Our staff currently consists of five full-time and several part-time employees and consultants
who will receive their share from this fund. Since the Club does not allow gratuities, this is our
chance to say an extra THANK YOU to these exceptional people.

We will happily accept checks mailed to the Club. If you prefer to contribute online, you can
simply click on the link below or go to democraticwoman.org/donate-wndc. 

President: Pamela R. Johnson
Vice President: Rosalyn Overstreet-
Gonzalez
Financial Secretary: Bonnie Heather
McCabe
Secretary: Winfield Swanson
Michael Lee Beidler
Elizabeth Clark
Marilyn Cruz
Anna Fierst
Suzanne Finney
Sandra Kay
Shelly Livingston
Carol Baer Mott
Nuzhat Sultan
WNDC President: Laura Whitaker 
(ex officio)
WNDC Treasurer: Cynthia Chase 
(ex officio)

A small but excellent staff at the Club pitch in reliably to greet, communicate,
account, plan, arrange, re-arrange, cook, serve, pour, post, curate, decorate, clean,
scramble, negotiate, fix, and serve. You’ve interacted with them even if you don’t
know it. As a signal of how critical we regard staff to be, early in the pandemic,
WNDC’s Board made a commitment to avoid staff reductions and continue providing
full benefit coverage. This decision sets us apart from many other social
organizations who furloughed or laid-off employees. At this time of year, we have a
tremendous opportunity to continue showing support via the Employee Benefit Fund
(see our December Action). 

In this season of Thanksgiving and Winter Holidays 2021, we Democrats seek bright
spots to lift our spirits. The Virginia election went badly (no other way to say it) and
we are heading into a very tough midterm election next year, inflation is up, and
President Biden’s approval is down. But! the Club can sustain us and bolster our
connections and be a platform for the networking, energy-building, and activism that
will see us through 2022 and beyond. Your support for our Club is deeply
appreciated.

What’s keeping the Woman’s National Democratic Club going in its
99th year? I think it’s many things: the desire for social interaction,
a sense of history and momentum, the energy around policies and
elections, motivated members who step up to organize projects,
volunteers who serve as task force chairs and Board directors, and a
beautiful house. And another element is required to truly “run
things”: our roster of staff!
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President: Laura Whitaker
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Directors:                     
  Public Policy: Karen Pataky
  Programs: Karyl Cafiero
  Membership: Lilly Strieder
  Visual Arts & Museum Affairs: Nuzhat Sultan
  Communications: Winfield Swanson
  Development: Cliftine Jones
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Next EF Board Meeting
Thursday, December 9, 2:30 pm

PS: And while you’re thinking about this, I add my voice to that of the WNDC
Educational Foundation in making an appeal for tax-deductible end-of-year gifts to
the non-profit EF.

Send your event write-up or article to winfieldswanson@gmail.com. 
We cannot guarantee printing items submitted after the deadline.
Publisher Information: Anna Fierst, Newsletter Editor & Winfield Swanson, Director of Communications

January Newsletter Deadline: Friday, December 10
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Dianna Washington joined the Club in 2015 when a colleague invited her to an author
book talk. She went on to serve on the Board of Directors and contributed many articles
as the Chair of the PPC's Task Force on Education and Children's Issues.  Aside from the
lively discussions around public policy and luncheon lectures, Dianna has enjoyed
meeting Club members with widely different interests and backgrounds. She moved
here from New York City to attend Howard University as an undergraduate and has
pursued a career as a clinical psychologist for 40 years. A favorite memory from earlier
times was meeting her husband post-internship at Children's Hospital. With pandemic
threats easing off, Dianna looks forward to getting back to the Club for regular lunch
talks and most importantly, is serving on the Nominating Committee for the WNDC's
spring elections. 

Follow us on social media

@democratic
woman

@democratic
woman

@WNDC_1922 @women
voteef

Membership Chair: Lilly Strieder
lstrieder@wellesley.edu
Next Meeting: Thursday, December 9, 7:00 pm
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This meeting, which only takes place twice a year, is
critical to the development of our Club. As we look
ahead to 2022 and the WNDC’s centennial,
attending this event is key if you want your voice
heard on our celebrations and other plans. Zoom
only. Members only.

We're launching a new membership drive in early 2022, in honor
of the 100th anniversary of the WNDC. This drive will include
perks for both existing members and new ones, so stay tuned
for emails later this month to get recruiting!

We are looking for new Membership Committee members to
act as member ambassadors at upcoming events. Email Lilly to
give back to our Club by helping engage prospective members at
events in 2022. This is a flexible engagement opportunity and
there are no hard requirements.

In October,
WNDC's Young
Dems took a field
trip to a local
pumpkin patch
and winery for
some fall fun.
Pictured here are
Lilly Strieder, 
Victoria
Velasquez, 
and Emma
Rowland.

Semi-Annual Meeting
Tuesday, December 7, 6:00–7:30 pm (Zoom)

Holiday Special Luncheon 
Wednesday, December 8, 12:00–2:00 pm

See p. 7 for complete information on these events.

Holiday Market & Open House
Wednesday, December 8, 2:00–7:00 pm

Preceding our Holiday Market and Open House, this
special seasonal menu ($30 for members, $35 for non-
members) covers entry to the Holiday Market. Join us for
lunch to kick off a cheery celebration at the Club!

Get your holiday shopping done with WNDC and a host
of local vendors. The fee of $25 per person includes
appetizers and treats, 1 drink ticket, and 1 raffle ticket.
There will be a raffle drawn at 6:00 pm.
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AROUND THE CLUBHOUSE
VAMA Chair: Nuzhat Sultan
nuzhatsultan@gmail.com
Next Meeting: December 7, 2:30 pm on Zoom

RaCkie Diankha Exhibit Reception December 1 
Please join us at the artist’s reception for
Senegalese American artist, Rackie Diankha’s
unique exhibition, The Weft of Life, December 1,
from 6:30 to 8:00 pm. Kindly RSVP.

Recent Acquisitions
Marion Mudd has generously donated a historic grandfather clock. We are
researching this elegant antique—with two finials on either side, scrolled pediments,
and a center finial with an unusual face. If any of you know anything about this
timepiece, we would appreciate your sharing this information with VAMA. We do
know that a Mount Vernon curator came to Marion Mudd’s house to photograph the
clock face for their records.

Docent Training
VAMA needs members who are interested in joining a docent training program. The program will be
starting with the assistance of new member Jennifer Post and input from Pamela Johnson for the
section on WNDC’s women’s history. No previous experience is required—just an interest in the history
and collection in the Club. Please email nuzhatsultan@gmail.com if you are interested. Docent training
will begin in the new year.

the new year once assessed by our historic furniture restorer, Carey Howlett.

We are very grateful for both these historic pieces and we thank the Mudd and Colvin families for
thinking of our Whittemore House in their donation.

Another antique gift, donated by Heather and David Colvin, is a
Victorian rococo revival sofa set with exquisite carvings. This sofa set
is by the Knussman Company of Mainz, Germany, which created
luxury furniture for the kings of Prussia and Bavaria and other nobility.
Initial research indicates that it was created circa 1840–1870. The
woodwork is in immaculate condition, but the set must be
reupholstered. Until then, it is in storage and will be reupholstered in 
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The WNDC Educational Foundation (EF) is thrilled to
announce the availability of the 2022 Planner—
Women Organize! 

This elegant week-at-a-glance 2022 planner honors
an inspiring woman every week.

Start each week with an amazing woman and 
an inspiring quote. Set goals. Take notes. Plan to make a difference!
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GOTVGOTV
GOTV Chair: Victoria Velasquez
vvelasq1@alumni.nd.edu
Next meeting: Wednesday, January 5, 6:00 pm

Democrats in Virginia did not have the outcome that we had hoped for on November 2. However, many of the diverse
candidates for whom the WNDC worked—through phone banking, letter writing, and canvassing—were successful.
Wendy Gooditis, Elizabeth Guzman, Briana Sewell, and Karrie Delaney all narrowly won their races and will continue
their progressive work in the House of Delegates. To hear Rep. Jim Moran's insights on the Virginia elections from his
November 4 presentation at the Club, visit democraticwoman.org/jim-moran-summary.

We are thankful for and proud of our WNDC members and activists who helped get out the vote in Virginia, and we
implore all members to get involved in the 2022 midterm elections, which are looking to be an up-hill battle for the
Democratic Party. Join the GOTV Committee for our next meeting on Wednesday, January 5, 2022, at 6:00 pm when
we will be discussing our strategy for 2022.

EF President: Pamela Johnson
WNDCEF@gmail.com 
Next meeting: Thursday, December 9, 2:30 pm

$25. To order and for more information, visit wndceducationalfoundation.org/2022-planner.

Also available at The Whittemore House, 1526 New Hampshire Ave NW, or call 202-232-7363. 
For bulk pricing inquiries,  email WNDCEF@gmail.com.

Hard cover
Black with gold
160 pages plus cover with gold foil lettering
January 2022 to December 2022
5.5” x 8.5”
Antique ivory-colored acid-free paper
Convenient size for purse or backpack
Lies flat, opens at 180°
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Food insecurity currently affects over 690 million people worldwide. While environmental issues are
only one cause, they are an important one. Climate change will exacerbate existing problems with our
food supply while creating new ones. Drought, flooding, insect pests, and temperature changes destroy
crops and harm oceans. As the natural environment changes, climatic zones will shift. 

PUBLIC POLICY 
& POLITICAL 
ACTION 
COMMITTEE
Director
Karen Pataky 

Secretary
Jean Stewart

Task Force Chairs

DC Metro
Patricia Bitondo

Earth & Environment
Jean Stewart

Education & 
Children's Issues

Foreign Policy & National
Security
Temitope Fajingbesi

Gun Violence Prevention

Health Policy
Karen Pataky

Human Rights &
Democracy
Elizabeth Clark

Racial Equity
Rosalyn Coates

FOOD SECURITY AND THE ENVIRONMENT
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POLITICAL 
DISPATCH DIGESTDIGEST

Note: The preceding commentary may not represent the precise positions of every member of WNDC. We welcome feedback.

Next Meeting Date:
Monday, December 6
5:00 pm
kjpataky@comcast.net

From Jamie Picard, PPC Member 

Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/food-insecurity-national-security-public-health-2030-agenda-tope-fajingbesi

Senate Republicans, encouraged by Senators Ted Cruz (Texas) and John Hawley (Missouri) are
damaging US credibility abroad and limiting effective diplomatic input into national security debates
at home. They are creating clear dangers to US national security.

SHOULD WE BRING BACK “SHOTGUN WEDDINGS?”

From Cynthia Efird, PPC Member 

Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/ppc-shotgun-weddings-pd-karen-pataky

At this moment, the only way to save American democracy is for the press and public spokespeople to be unequivocally clear about the
Republican party’s attack on democracy. Instead, we are almost losing the largest assault on our American institutions because the press
treats the story in front of us as basically a normal American political story—with the party out of power having difficulty winning in state
elections, for example. 

JOURNALISM IS FAILING TO MEET THIS MOMENT
From Elizabeth Clark, Chair, Human Rights & Democracy Task Force

Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/ppc-journalism-pd-elizabeth-clark

Even though the United States of America played a major role in crafting the United Nations’ 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
in New York in September 2015, less than a decade to 2030, we are like the naked man trying to offer other countries clothes by refusing
to lead by example on food security, an issue very critical to the attainment of goals 1 (end poverty in all its forms everywhere) and 2 (end
hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture). How can we lead the world when we
recorded a national poverty rate of 11.4% in 2020 (US Census Bureau)?

FOOD INSECURITY IN THE UNITED STATES—A NATIONAL SECURITY PROBLEM, 
A PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS, AND A MAJOR OBSTACLE TO THE 2030 AGENDA
From Tope Fajingbesi, CPA, PPC Member

Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/ppc-food-security-environment-pd-jamie-picard

There is much controversy among anti-abortion advocates re: the rights of the biological father to veto
his female partner’s decision to have an abortion. Some nine states are legislating initiatives that would
facilitate such laws. In effect, the state would force motherhood upon a pregnant woman.

SENATE REPUBLICANS IMPERIL US FOREIGN POLICY TO
SPITE BIDEN ADMINISTRATION AND FURTHER POLITICAL
AMBITIONS

From Karen Pataky, Director, Public Policy & Political Action Committee; Chair, Health Policy Task Force

Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/ppc-senate-republicans-foreign-policy-pd-cynthia-efird

Welcome to the Political Dispatch Digest, featuring excerpted articles from WNDC’s Public
Policy task forces! What you’re seeing on this page are the beginnings of a month’s worth of
opinions from our active thinkers and writers. Find the full articles and calls to action at
democraticwoman.org/category/ppc.
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Have suggestions for speakers or programs? The Program Committee welcomes your participation or ideas!
Contact Program Committee Director Karyl Cafiero at programs@democraticwoman.org. 
Next meeting: Friday, December 3 at 12:00 pm via Zoom.

Please refer to the legend to determine which options are offered for each program:

            Meal available at Club               Evening appetizers available at Club                Program accessible virtually

6:00–7:00 pm

Thursday, December 9
The Sanctity of Capitol Hill:
Journalism & Polarization
Andrew Taylor

12:00–1:00 pm

Tuesday, November 30
A Woman of No Importance
Sonia Purnell

6:30–8:30 pm

Wednesday, December 1
Artist Reception
Rackie Diankha

11:00–5:30 pm

Monday, December 13-17
Holiday 
Hospitality Week

6:00–7:30 pm

Tuesday, December 7
Semi-Annual Meeting

12:00–2:00 pm

Wednesday, December 8
Holiday Luncheon

2:00–7:00 pm

Wednesday, December 8
Holiday Market & Open House

DECEMBER 2021 PROGRAMS
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Andrew Taylor, veteran reporter of three decades on
Capitol Hill for the Associated Press and Congressional
Quarterly, opted to retire this summer following the
explosive far-right riots on January 6, 2021. Taylor will
talk about his career, the dysfunction he has observed,
and his criticisms of journalism’s tendency to
unintentionally distort reality by describing current events
in a neutral tone. Taylor will discuss the importance of
telling the full story—no matter how disturbing. Zoom only.

See p. 4 for details.

Take a break from your holiday shopping to drop by the
Club and take in the lovely decorations, visit the art
exhibit, pick up your 2022 Women Organize! planner, say
hello to the staff, and grab a cup of coffee or tea. Lunch
will be available Tuesday-Friday, 12–2 pm.

Coming in January
Wine Tasting 

& Dinner 

Stay tuned for details on 
an evening of wine-tasting 
and good food. 

Our semi-annual membership
meeting is open to all members.
This is an important opportunity
to stay in touch with the Club's
progress and planning for 2022
and our centennial year. Hear
from the Board of Directors and
learn how to make the most of
your membership.

Traditionally part of the Semi-
Annual Membership meeting, this
year's Holiday Luncheon will
precede our Holiday Market and
Open House! This special holiday
menu ($30 for members, $35 for
non-members) covers entry to the
Holiday Market. Join us for lunch
to kick off a cheery holiday
celebration at the Club!

Get your holiday shopping done with
WNDC and a host of local vendors
offering the best in wine, beer, art,
food, jewelry, and more from around
the District and DC area! Vendors will
fill the ballroom with samples and
displays and contribute to a raffle
drawn at 6:00 pm. A light buffet of
holiday treats and hors d'oeuvres will
be available through the afternoon and
evening. Register for $25 per person;
includes holiday appetizers and treats,
1 drink ticket, and 1 raffle ticket.
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D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1

Find event registration links in your weekly event emails or on our Facebook page at
facebook.com/WNDCLUB or on the Club website at democraticwoman.org/events.
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Woman's National Democratic Club
1526 New Hampshire Ave NW, Washington, DC 20036
202.232.7363
democraticwoman.org
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Join us for lunch! Reservations Tuesday–Friday, 12:00–2:00 pm 
through December 17 (no lunch the last two weeks of December):

democraticwoman.org/lunch_rez
 

Register for speaker programs (see p. 7):
democraticwoman.org/events

January
newsletter 
deadline

The Weft of Life
Rackie Diankha Artist Reception

6:30–8:00 pm

A Woman of No Importance
Sonia Purnell
12:00–1:00 pm

Holiday: 
Club Closed
until January

30 31

Holiday Special Luncheon
12:00–2:00 pm

Holiday Market 
& Open House
2:00–7:00 pm

Semi-Annual Meeting
6:00–7:30 pm

The Sanctity of Capitol Hill:
Journalism & Polarization

Andrew Taylor
6:00–7:00 pm

Holiday Hospitality Week
11:00–5:30 pm

No lunch service this week
or next. See you in January!
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