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Dear Members and Friends,
With Spring at our doorstep, it’s impossible not to reflect on the
proximity of old and new, past and future. Recent check-ins with my
composting worms in the backyard reveal that they have survived their
wintry semi-hibernation and are wriggling around eager for fresh veggie
scraps (also, does anyone need several buckets of amazing soil?).
At the Club, our focus has been on optimizing the conditions for our own emergence
into a healthy and fruitful 2022. For instance, our COVID-19 safety protocols are
continuing with mandatory proof of vaccination, but evolving into a voluntary mask
policy. The Program Committee is planning a schedule of speakers that includes
daytime, evening, virtual-only, and hybrid—keeping us engaged and informed with
maximum flexibility and access.
Access to the Whittemore House will expand as well, in more ways than one:
we’ll have more days each week with lunch service,
an adjunct subscription to a fit-for-purpose co-working space, and
regular Friday happy hours from 5 to 7 pm (many with delicious food pairings or
fun activities)!
Of course, WNDC is more than just a “wine-drinking club,” so we also see Springtime
as an opportunity to refresh our commitment to democracy and our community. The
PPC has formed a new activism group (see p. 6), the GOTV team is surveying fields of
primary races for offices up and down the ballot and generating plans for robust impact
(see GOTV action below), and a joint effort between these two is yielding the new
PAC Talk series so we can all wonk-out at least once a month (see p. 7).
Finally, we are kicking off planning for the WNDC’s Centennial—a perfect
encapsulation of looking back and welcoming what’s to come. In November of 1922,
an organizing committee met in a parlor to establish the Woman’s National Democratic
Club, and 100 years later on Saturday, November 19, 2022, we will throw a party that
will blow the doors off any parlor. See below to play a part in the planning. Looking
forward to Springtime with you at WNDC!

Like parties? Want to help us plan one?
We particularly welcome advice and input
from folks with any of the following skill sets:
Event planning, promotion, and
management
Communications
User experience/client engagement
Sponsorship and partnership development
To get involved, contact organizers at
centennial@democraticwoman.org!

Like democracy? Want to help us keep one?
We’re roaring out of COVID with our activism
energy charged up! WNDC’s GOTV efforts are
a longstanding marker of our club and we
The GOTV Director position is now a full
Board seat—we are seeking nominees. Selfnomination is totally legitimate!
Winning Wednesdays will kick off soon—
get on the list if you’re not already.
Please let us know if you’d like to weigh in on
either of these: info@democraticwoman.org

Membership News

4–5 Around the Clubhouse & EF
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Political Dispatch Digest

7

Programs
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Calendar At-A-Glance

May Newsletter Deadline: Friday, April 8
Please note the earlier deadline due to spring holidays. We cannot guarantee printing items submitted after the deadline.
Send your event write-up, article, or cover photo to winfieldswanson@gmail.com.
Publisher Information: Anna Fierst, Newsletter Editor & Winfield Swanson, Director of Communications

Follow us on social media

Membership Chair: Lilly Strieder
lstrieder@wellesley.edu
Next Meeting: Thursday, April 7 at 7:00 pm

@democratic
woman

@democratic
woman

@WNDC_1922

@women
voteef

Our themed weekly happy hours continue in April. Special happy hours carry a surcharge.
Register at democraticwoman.org/events.
April 1: How to Talk About Wine
April 8: Spring Fling: Cherry Blossom Festival patio party with themed drinks
April 15: Sparkling Wine Tasting! Cava or Crémant? Prosecco or Champagne? Let's get tasting!
April 22: Cheese Please! Gouda, Brie, Swiss, Cashew—find all the cheeses on April 22!
April 29: Build Your Own Taco

Congratulations to Club member Loretta Neumann, who was recently presented with a lifetime
achievement award by the DC Preservation League at DAR Constitution Hall.
Linda Wiessler-Hughes and Michael Hughes celebrated the birth of their first grandchild, Connor David
Hughes, on November 20! Amid their continued active schedule of competitive fencing, they enjoy playing
Grandma and Grandpa during visits to Chicago.

Pat Bitondo is a long-time member of the Club and has held many
leadership positions, both on the Board of Directors and the Educational
Foundation Board. Her husband's career in the State Department allowed
her to teach school in Africa and Asia and also work for International
Planned Parenthood in Dahomey (now Benin). Such adventures have
given Pat a treasure trove of stories that her fellow members have
enjoyed over the years. Once back in Washington, Pat immersed herself
in DC Democratic politics and still attends frequent gatherings to support
a variety of organizations or causes.
Her interests are diverse and include serving as the DC Commissioner for the Cal Ripken Youth Baseball
League. Pat's level of energy is truly remarkable and so much of that has applied to building programs
for the WNDC, or bringing in new members, or hosting political fundraisers either at her home or the
Club. The list of her activities and accomplishments is long and impressive. The next time an invitation to
one of her events lands in your inbox, do respond with a "yes." You won't regret it.

During the soft launch (starting March 23rd), members may visit for free Wednesdays and
Fridays through April 1st. Beginning Wednesday April 6th, lock in pilot pricing with a 1- or
2-day/week subscription, or pick up a day pass for drop-in use! More information at
democraticwoman.org/membership/co-working-collective-spring-2022
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AROUND THE CLUBHOUSE
VISUAL ARTS & MUSEUM AFFAIRS

Director: Nuzhat Sultan
nuzhatsultan@gmail.com

Jack Boul Exhibits in the Upstairs Gallery
We are privileged to be exhibiting the work of the eminent DC artist, Jack Boul, in the
Upstairs Gallery. His work is in the collections of the National Gallery of Art, the Phillips
Collection, and numerous other museums and collections. Boul was born in Brooklyn in
1927, but has been in the Washington area since 1951 as a student, artist, and faculty
member at American University. His medium over the years has been varied, but
recently he has been known for his small monotypes—a single print taken from a design
created in oil paint or printing ink on glass or metal. We are exhibiting these as well as
other works. The exhibition can be viewed from March 24 to July 25, 2022.

Docent program

The docent program kicked off with an energetic session in early March that included a diverse array of
members interested in showing off the Whittemore House, its collections, and its history. We welcome
additional volunteers. Email Claire Sandberg (vama@democraticwoman.org) to join the next training.

Archives
The past few weeks have been busy for the Archives Committee! After receiving our first batch of 23
digitized reels in February, we raised funds for a second batch to be digitized. These recordings, date
from the 1960s and 70s and include the voices of Lady Bird Johnson, Jimmy Carter, and Joe Biden. We
hope to use them for upcoming Centennial programming. In addition, we are grateful to Judy Waxman
for digitizing two VHS recordings of past programs. Meanwhile, our Archives intern has been cataloging
past presidents’ scrapbooks, which will be a personal record of events during their presidency.
Chair: Victoria Velasquez
vvelasq1@alumni.nd.edu
Next meeting: Wednesday, April 13, 6:00 pm on Zoom

The GOTV Committee (in collaboration with PPC) launches a new monthly series, PAC Talk (Policy,
Activism, Collaboration). Members can explore topics in discussion with each other and share ideas for
action, in conversations that are ignited by remarks from political or policy experts. We’ll start with a
focus on the 2022 midterms and the defense of voting rights. On April 26 at 6:30 pm, we will host
Kim Allen and Saira Amir Draper from Power the Vote. Zoom in to talk about how we can help fight
voter suppression ahead of the upcoming Georgia and North Carolina midterm elections.
Please also join us for our monthly GOTV Committee meeting on Wednesday, April 13 at 6 pm on
Zoom. If you are not already part of the GOTV Committee, please email Victoria Velasquez at
4 vvelasq1@alumni.nd.edu to be added to the email list and to receive the Zoom link and meeting agenda.

The WNDC Educational Foundation reviewed youth voting rates and documented best
practices in registering young voters and getting them to turn out to vote (see Youth Voter
Project Report). The report analyzes youth-voter turnout by state and the factors that most
influence the youth vote.
In preparation for the 2022 and 2024 elections, EF is redoubling our efforts to increase
youth turnout. Activities we have planned so far are:
Updating our 2020 report on best practices, which we plan to release this spring in
collaboration with You Can Vote, based in Durham, NC (youcanvote.org);
Collaborating with the Columbia Heights Educational Campus National Honor Society
Chapter to update the DC report; and
Planning several events to support youth-voter registration and turnout.

Next month we will have some exciting events. Please save the date.
May 4: EF and You Can Vote will host a panel discussion of called “Best Practices in
Getting Young Citizens to the Polls,” involving young voters from Durham, NC, and from
DC (details to follow).
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May 5: EF will host a reception in honor of You Can Vote, NC’s premier, nonpartisan
nonprofit organization in educating, registering, and turning out the vote—with a focus on
young and underrepresented residents of this critically important swing state.

EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

Data on youth voting clearly demonstrate that there is a tremendous need and opportunity
to increase voting rates among young voters. In 2020, fewer than 45% of the 18- to 29-yearold population voted—less than any age group (see graph). The good news? Although turnout
is still low, it is increasing with a large increase in the last two Presidential elections.
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PUBLIC POLICY
& POLITICAL
ACTION
COMMITTEE
Director: Karen Pataky
Secretary: Jean Stewart
Task Force Chairs
DC Metro: Patricia Bitondo
Earth & Environment: Jean Stewart
Education & Children's Issues
Foreign Policy & National Security
Temitope Fajingbesi
Gun Violence Prevention
Health Policy: Karen Pataky
Human Rights & Democracy
Elizabeth Clark
Racial Equity: Rosalyn Coates

POLITICAL
DISPATCH DIGEST

Next PPC Meeting Date:
Monday, April 4, 5:00 pm
kjpataky@comcast.net

Find full articles and calls to action at democraticwoman.org/category/ppc.

KEEP POLITICIANS OUT OF HOSPITALS AND
DOCTORS’ OFFICES
Karen Pataky, Chair, Health Policy Task Force; Director, Public Policy Committee

Republican politicians have lied to us. They love “Big Government” but only when
they are in charge. Ex-President Trump succeeded in packing our Supreme Court
with justices primarily selected for their anti-abortion stance. And now GOP
politicians are passing laws that will force motherhood on women in 11 states,
even in cases of rape or incest. In contrast, there are no corresponding fatherhood
mandates anywhere, even in the seven states that allow the biologic father to
veto the abortion of the women he admits to impregnating. The same politicians
who oppose abortion have been totally dishonest about the safety and efficacy of
the wide variety of contraceptive methods available. Keeping each woman “in her
place” is the true reason.
Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/ppc-keep-politicians-out-hospitals-doctors-offices-pd-karen-pataky

JUDGE KETANJI BROWN JACKSON—A SUPREME COURT NOMINEE FOR
TODAY’S AMERICA
Rosalyn Coates, Chair, Racial Equity Task Force

There is no doubt that Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson brings stellar credentials to her nomination to become the
newest justice on the United States Supreme Court. She earned her undergraduate degree and law school degree
from Harvard. She has worked in a major law firm, a federal public defender, she clerked for three judges,
including retiring Supreme Court Associate Justice Stephen Breyer. Judge Jackson served on the US Sentencing
Commission. Prior to her current position as a judge on the US Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit, she was a district court judge on the US District Court for the District of Columbia. Just as important as
all these impressive professional achievements, Judge Jackson is a wife and a mother.
Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/ppc-judge-ketanji-brown-jackson-todays-america-pd-rosalyn-coates

WHAT WE SHOULD BE GETTING FROM THE MEDIA: BIDEN’S GIFT TO
DEMOCRACY
Elizabeth Clark, Chair, Human Rights & Democracy Task Force

This moment brings into high relief why the media and its commentators have been so bad at covering a truly
enormous event in global history: the Russian invasion of Ukraine and not only its people’s brave defense of
their land and their democratic freedoms but citizens of the world taking to their streets to shout their support
of those rights and freedoms too. Our anchors and commentators cannot get out of wanting to end the news
broadcast with a reminder of what wasn’t done and a segue to what in particular President Biden didn’t do.
Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/ppc-media-bidens-gift-to-democracy-pd-elizabeth-clark

POST-COLD WAR INSTITUTIONS CONFRONT A RAPACIOUS DICTATOR
Cynthia Efird, Member, Foreign Policy & National Security Task Force

In our despair at the reckless destruction we see Putin inflicting on Ukraine, it is too easy to discount the
importance of the European security architecture that US administrations have worked with our allies to create
since the end of the Cold War. While it is true that these institutions cannot impose instant solutions to the
actions of an irresponsible autocrat—willing to break all agreements, to lie without any regard for reality, and to
destroy the lives of his own people as well as any others who will not bend to his will—it is also true that they
offer fora and procedures for a coherent response. We members of the Free World, and especially in the US,
have no right to lose heart or be dismissive. Leadership is required to find a long-term answer to the evil we
see. What are these institutions and what are they doing now to restore Ukrainian sovereignty in a Europe
“whole and free?”
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Read the full article at https://democraticwoman.org/ppc-post-cold-war-rapacious-dictator-pd-cynthia-efird

Note: The preceding commentary may not represent the precise positions of every member of WNDC. We welcome feedback.

Director Karyl Cafiero
programs@democraticwoman.org
Next meeting:
Friday, April 1, 12:00 pm

APRIL 2022 PROGRAMS
Wednesday, April 13

Israeli Society and the Israeli
Middle East
Elad Strohmayer

Hybrid Program Protocol
Coming into the Clubhouse?

12:00–2:00 pm (Hybrid)

Bar opens 12:00

As part of our lecture series, “Israel & Palestine: Past,
Present, and Future,” Minister for Public Diplomacy
and Official Spokesperson for the Israeli Embassy in
Washington Elad Strohmayer will present a hybrid
lunch talk and Zoom with questions and answers.

Lunch served 12:30

Friday, April 22

Earth Day 2022: Rethinking
“Protection” of Air, Land, and Water
Maureen Koetz
12:00–2:00 pm (Hybrid)

For Earth Day 2022, Maureen Koetz will lead us in
"Rethinking 'Protection,' Why Aren't Air, Land, and
Water Managed as Capital Assets?" She will describe
the history of environmental regulation practice and
law, and propose an alternate approach to preventing
environmental degradation. Her suggested approach?
Treating air, water, and land as an asset—not a free
resource to use and abuse, but to be managed like any
other asset. Koetz is an expert in sustainability and
infrastructure management with over 30 years of legal
and executive experience.

Zooming in from work or home?
Program starts 1:00

Tuesday, April 26

PAC Talk
Policy, Activism, Collaboration:
Fighting Voter Suppression
Kim Allen and Saira Amir Draper
6:30 pm (Zoom)

During this program, the speaker is YOU! We’re
flipping the script in this series where an expert kicks
off a conversation but the floor is open to input from
members. The first PAC Talk features Kim Allen and
Saira Amir Draper from Power the Vote focusing on
fighting voter suppression, with special focus on
Georgia and North Carolina. The PAC Talk format
encourages participation, ideas, follow up.
OPEN TO WNDC MEMBERS ONLY

Saturday, April 23 | 11:00–2:00 pm
Spring Brunch
Make a day of it in Dupont!
The Dupont Circle Spring Pop-Up takes place on Saturday, April 23 (12:00–5:00 pm).
Before you head out to shop and appreciate the neighborhood in full bloom, enjoy a
delightful brunch buffet at the WNDC between the hours of 11:00 am and 2:00 pm.
Buffet, $45. Beverage menu available through the bar.
Reserve your seat by Tuesday, April 19.
To learn more about the Dupont Circle Spring Pop-Up, visit dupontcirclepopup.com.
The next WNDC brunch will be on Mother's Day, Sunday, May 8.
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Join us for lunch! Reservations Wednesdays & Fridays, 12:00–2:00 pm
democraticwoman.org/lunch_rez

APRIL 2022
MONDAY

WNDC COVID safety protocols detailed below
Register for programs (see p. 7): democraticwoman.org/events

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Clubhouse Hours & COVID Safety Measures
28 am–5:00 pm & Friday 11:00 am–7:00
1 pm.
The Club is open Wednesday 9:00
Proof of vaccination is required for entry.
The Clubhouse is closed Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday. WNDC staff are
available Monday through Friday, 9:00 am–5:00 pm at 202-232-7363.
Please call ahead to coordinate docent tours and other business.
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THURSDAY

FRIDAY

30

31

1
Happy Hour
How to Talk About Wine
5:00–7:00 pm

5

6

7

April newsletter

8

deadline

Happy Hour
Spring Fling
5:00–7:00 pm

11

12

13

14

Israeli Society and the

Happy Hour

Israeli Middle East

18

15

Elad Strohmayer

Sparkling Wine Tasting

12:00–2:00 pm

5:00–7:00 pm

19

20

21

Earth Day 2022

Maureen Koetz

22

12:00–2:00 pm

Happy Hour

RSVP Deadline

Cheese Please!

for 4/23 Brunch

5:00–7:00 pm
Brunch tomorrow!

WNDC

25

26
PAC Talk

Fighting Voter
Suppression
6:30 pm

On the Radar:

27

28

May 4 & 5: EF Youth Voter Events
May 8: Mother's Day Brunch
May TBD: Hon. Polly Trottenberg
May 12: Title IX Panel with Rep. Jahana Hayes
June 21: ESPN Title IX Documentary Film and 50th Celebration

29
Happy Hour
Build Your Own Taco
5:00–7:00 pm

Woman's National Democratic Club
1526 New Hampshire Ave NW, Washington, DC 20036
202.232.7363
democraticwoman.org

Find event registration links in your weekly event emails or on our Facebook page at
facebook.com/WNDCLUB or on the Club website at democraticwoman.org/events.

