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Goal-Setting for the Mid-terms
Dear WNDC and friends,
The pace of change this summer has felt both slow and whiplash-fast: the
heavy, dragging weight of issues like inflation, war in Ukraine, and of course
COVID have seemed a slog, while the sudden resurrection of the Build Back
Better Inflation Reduction Act, the eye-popping drama of the Jan 6th
Committee hearings, and an FBI raid at Mar-a-Lago all came as surprises. The
Dobbs decision created an emergent determination to preserve access to
reproductive health care, with logistical and political action needed. What does all this foretell for
Democrats’ midterm outcomes? Turns out there are reasons for hopefulness, and we have about
two months left to capitalize on the momentum.
The Club’s all-volunteer Board (of which I am President) is working now on setting goals for the
balance of 2022 and through summer of 2023. Each individual Board member creates a handful of
goals and projects that will support WNDC’s health and relevance, and then the full Board figures
out ways to collaborate, whether by structuring cross-functional working groups, holding each
other accountable, or simply cheering someone on.
I mention this because you as a Democrat can mimic this goal-setting on a personal scale to make
an impact this fall. With just a couple of months left before the midterm election, there is still time
to build a personal—or team—project that may help us increase our majority in the Senate and
preserve the House. As you’re planning, think about the finite resources available to you: money,
time, and energy.
Money—the best/only time to give to campaigns, grassroots organizations, state parties
etc. is AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. Late money (like anything after mid-September) gets
burned on low-return items like TV ads and makes much less impact. If you’re giving, do
it now.
Time—set yourself a budget of X days to canvass, Y evenings to phone bank, and Z hours
to rustle up some friends to join you. WNDC makes the most of your time by offering
both GOTV actions and a venue to be social in!
Effort—this is up to you, but find the balance so that you don’t burn yourself out but
neither do you have regrets in November.
Your motivations could be myriad—if the prospect of Leader McConnell or Speaker McCarthy isn’t
enough, you could attach your goal to making new friends at Winning Wednesdays or road-tripping
to canvassing events in PA, VA, or NC.
Set a goal to make an impact in the fight to preserve democracy—we’ll see you at the Club!

Member ACTIONS THIS MONTH:
WNDC is your home for political action this fall! Join your fellow WNDC members for our Get Out
the Vote efforts. Attend one of our upcoming Winning Wednesdays and participate in letter-writing
and phone banking to voters in key swing states.

REGISTER FOR A WINNING WEDNESDAY

LEARN MORE ABOUT GOTV

October Newsletter Deadline: September 10, 2022
We cannot guarantee printing items submitted after the deadline. Send your event write-up, article, or cover photo to winfieldswanson@gmail.com.
Publisher Information: Anna Fierst, Newsletter Editor; Winfield Swanson, Co-Director of Communications; Maddie Stilley, Co-Director of Communications
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Director: Lilly Strieder
lstrieder@wellesley.edu
Event planning meetings TBD
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Benefits of WNDC Membership
As we look ahead into the new year at the Club after our August closure, we want to make sure members
are taking advantage of all the WNDC member benefits available. In addition to a full calendar of speaker
programs that you can attend at a reduced rate, WNDC offers weekday access to the Whittemore House.
This fall take advantage of our co-working space to enjoy a “work from home” day at the Club. Members
can also book event space for weddings, parties, fundraisers, and meetings at reduced rates.
With mid-term elections coming up in November, WNDC will be abuzz with activities to boost your
political activity through Winning Wednesdays and Get Out the Vote initiatives.
All our programs and events are great ways to meet
new people and expand your social or professional
network. You can even work together with your fellow
members to help support the Club by joining a
committee: Membership, GOTV, Programs,
Communications, VAMA, Public Policy, Development,
Human Resources, and more!

Click for full list of member benefits
Click to join a committee

At our Summer BBQ, we had a special appearance from
Ward 4 DC Councilmember, Janeese Lewis George.

Click to review access codes for programs

Left to Right: Member's Guest, WNDC President—Laura
Whitaker, DC Councilmember Janeese Lewis George, and
WNDC Vice President—Rosalyn Coates

New member reception and happy hour
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 AT 5:00 PM
Our newest WNDC members are invited to join WNDC officers, Board
members, and other members for a fun evening of conversation and
refreshments—including hors d’oeuvres and a complimentary drink.
Learn about opportunities to take part in the work and fun of WNDC.
During the evening, our Membership Director, Lilly Strieder, will offer
brief remarks and officially welcome you to the Club. In addition, you’ll
have the opportunity to view our newest art gallery exhibition, Nimi
Trehan’s Creation, Destruction, and Resilience.

Click HERE TO REGISTER
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AROUND THE CLUBHOUSE

Through September, the Club is open Wednesday & Thursday
9:00 am–5:00 pm and Friday 11:00 am–7:00 pm. The Clubhouse
is closed Monday & Tuesday. WNDC staff are available Monday
through Friday, 9:00 am–5:00 pm at 202-232-7363.
Please call ahead to coordinate docent tours and other business.

Director: Nuzhat Sultan
nuzhatsultan@gmail.com
No VAMA meeting in September

September Exhibition

mystery couple

Our Fall season begins with
award-winning artist, Nimi
Trehan’s exhibition, Creation,
Destruction, and Resilience,
which is part of a series on the
environment. It will be on view
in the Ballroom Gallery starting
Thursday, September 8, 2022.
These brilliant colors express
Trehan’s appreciation of nature’s
wonders, mankind’s destruction,
and nature’s rejuvenation. Climate change and its
effects are paramount in Trehan’s bold and vibrant
paintings using patterns and forms from nature. The
artist’s reception, where you can meet Trehan and
discuss her art, will be held Thursday, September 15
from 6:30 to 8:00 pm. Click here to register.

The Museum collection includes
portraits of a man and a woman, which
are on view in the Hamlin Room. But,
who are these people? Despite repeated
efforts over the years, we have not been
able to identify them. Here is what we
do know: Several well-known occupants
lived in the Whittemore mansion from
1903 to 1926, including: Senator John F.
Dryden; Theodore P. Shonts, a wealthy
railroad magnate; and John W. Weeks,
banker and Republican Congressman
from Massachusetts, later Senator and
Secretary of War. Then Mrs. Whittemore’s son, Walter D.
Wilcox inherited the house and lived in it with his family until
1926. In 1927, when the Woman’s National Democratic Club
purchased the property, the portraits were found. They might be
either Mr. Wilcox’s or Mrs. Wilcox’s ancestors—they were the
last occupants of the mansion. Maybe they found the portraits
unfashionable, or perhaps did not like their in-laws!

Genesis, Nimi Trehan

Years ago, member Judy Hubbard sent
photographs of these portraits to the
National Portrait Gallery to be identified.
The evaluation of three National Portrait
Gallery curators concluded that even
though the couple is unidentifiable, the
artist could be Chester Harding, Jacob
Eichholtz, Bass Otis, or John Neagle, all
artists whose works are in major
museums. These portraits are a part of
the Catalog of American Portraits, a
research archive of the National Portrait
Gallery, Smithsonian Institution.

Chairs: Michelle Radecki mmradecki@gmail.com
Mindy Burrell mcburrell@hotmail.com
Next meeting: August 24, 6:00 pm Zoom

In It to Win It—With You!

WNDC’S GET OUT THE VOTE COMMITTEE IS IN FULL SWING

Underneath the horrifying stories of the post Roe v Wade world, there is some good momentum
for Democrats. Redistricting has been going our way, and the Jan 6th Committee hearings are
fissuring the GOP in new ways.
We can, and will, keep the House and Senate—if we organize. Building on our century of
progressive activism, we’re doing just that. The up-side of the SCOTUS decision is a surge in
activism. Our 2022 GOTV activities have already resulted in more than 1,000 letters to voters.
The stakes are high for the midterms, but we have months to educate, organize, and mobilize.
What better way to celebrate our Centennial than by recommitting to the strategy and determination of our foremothers?

JOIN US! HERE’S HOW:
Clear your schedule for Winning Wednesdays every week from Labor Day through Election Day. Grab a glass of wine, undertake
some activism (letter-writing or phone-banking), and feel happier. (Seriously. Research shows that activists are happier than nonactivists.) You can join via Zoom or in-person. Invite friends and family to join. CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
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Use our "Dems Gonna Win!" talking points and actions tips sheet this summer as you’re out and about at weddings and reunions.
Visit democraticwoman.org/get-out-the-vote/ to learn more.

President: Pamela Johnson
pamelajohnson999@gmail.com
Next EF Board Meeting: Thursday, Sept. 8, 2:30–4:00 pm

GETTING OUT THE YOUTH VOTE
AUGUST 25 FROM 6:00 PM TO 7:30 PM (ZOOM)
The WNDC Educational Foundation will host its annual Youth and the Vote virtual seminar. Join civic leaders from around the
country who work on campuses, in schools, in the community, and online to mobilize young people to vote. Nationally, only 54.1% of
young voters between 18 and 29 turned out to vote in 2020. While this is an increase over prior years, young citizens still include the
largest single demographic block of potential voters who do not vote. Panelists will share lessons learned and best practices to
increase youth registration and turnout as well as discuss ways that you can help.

Click HERE TO REGISTER

WNDC: THE FIRST 100 YEARS

SEPTEMBER 7 FROM 6:00 PM TO 7:30 PM ON THE SECOND FLOOR
The exhibit will celebrate the Club's Centennial with ten collages, each encapsulating a decade
of the Club's existence since its founding in 1922 (Selection from 1932–1942 panel, right).
Initially developed for WNDC’s 85th anniversary, the exhibit has been updated by Judy
Hubbard, Charlotte Kroll, and Suzanne Finney and the Century to Century Committee with
material from the WNDC Archives, the Library of Congress, and personal collections. Reception
sponsored by the WNDC Educational Foundation.
Guests will enjoy light appetizers in the Eleanor Roosevelt Library and raise a glass of
champagne to WNDC’s founders, members, and all of our friends honored in the exhibit.

Click HERE TO REGISTER

eleanor award—September 20 at 6:00 pm
On September 20, Club members and friends will gather to celebrate the achievements of
Marian Wright Edelman, the founder, in 1973, of the Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) and a
legend in the field of human rights for children and families. It is most fitting that she receive
this award, which is named after Eleanor Roosevelt, whose proudest accomplishment was the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Mrs. Edelman’s youth and young adulthood showed a determined path: From a tightlystructured life in a small South Carolina town, Mrs. Edelman became the valedictorian of
Spelman College, a graduate of Yale Law School, and the first Black woman to be admitted to
the Mississippi Bar Association. With those credentials in hand, she directed the NAACP Legal
Defense and Educational Fund Office in Jackson. It was there in the late 1960s that she met
Peter Edelman while he was educating his boss, Sen. Robert Kennedy, on the living conditions of many Mississippi Delta families.
Mrs. Edelman became the legal counsel for Dr. Martin Luther King’s Poor People’s Campaign and went on to mentor rising stars
such as Hillary Clinton. In the early 1970s, in response to the widespread and devastating poverty of the deep South, she launched
the CDF and used its lobbying muscle to begin programs like Head Start.
Her astounding list of awards includes the Albert Schweitzer Humanitarian Award, a MacArthur “Genius” Fellowship, and, in 2000,
the Presidential Medal of Freedom. Mrs. Edelman’s many published books have reached audiences far and wide. It is our honoree's
wish that, in lieu of a physical award, the EF contribute an amount to the CDF's Freedom School programs which fosters academic
enrichment programs in underserved communities.
Please join us for an elegant, champagne reception and tribute ceremony on Tuesday, September 20 at 6:00. Tribute givers include
Sherrilyn Ifill, President Emeritus of the NAACP Legal Defense Fund; Deborah Weinstein, Executive Director of the Coalition on
Human Needs; Laphonza Butler, President of Emily's List; and Angela Glover Blackwell, Chair of the Board for the Children's
Defense Fund.
Tickets: $100 for Individual members and nonmembers; $50 for Zoom participation. Tables for eight family and friends may be
reserved for $1,000. Amounts are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.

Click HERE TO REGISTER
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PUBLIC POLICY
& POLITICAL
ACTION
COMMITTEE

POLITICAL
DISPATCH DIGEST

Next PPC Meeting Date:
Tuesday, September 6, 5:00 pm
kjpataky@comcast.net

Find full articles and calls to action at democraticwoman.org/category/ppc.

Director: Karen Pataky
Secretary: Jean Stewart
Task Force Chairs
DC Metro: Patricia Bitondo
Earth & Environment: Jean Stewart
Education & Children's Issues
Foreign Policy & National Security
Temitope Fajingbesi
Gun Violence Prevention
Health Policy: Karen Pataky
Human Rights & Democracy
Elizabeth Clark
Racial Equity: Rosalyn Coates

AUTHORITARIANISM ACCOUNTS FOR PRESIDENT
BIDEN’S LOW POLL NUMBERS
by Elizabeth Clark, Chair, Human Rights & Democracy Task Force

When President Biden is criticized and questioned on why he doesn’t take stronger
measures to fight gun violence by, for example, banning assault weapons, he brings up
the fact that he doesn’t have the votes in the Senate. The next election will have to bring
in the extra votes that he would need for the United States to pass a law banning assault
weapons and high magazine ammunition. Probably very many of the voters that he is
talking to have a very rudimentary knowledge of how the institutions of American
democracy function, certainly the niceties of when you can bypass the 60-vote filibuster
and pass a measure in the US Senate by a majority vote.
Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/authoritarianism-accounts-for-president-bidens-low-poll-numbers/

SCOTUS, 2022
by Zina Greene, Member, Human Rights & Democracy Task Force

“It’s June again—that time of year when Americans wake up each morning and wait for the Supreme Court to resolve
our deepest political disagreements. To decide what the Constitution says about our bodily autonomy, our power to
avert climate change, and our ability to protect children from guns, the nation turns not to members of Congress—
elected by us—but to five oracles in robes,” say two Harvard Law Professors, Nicolas Bowie and Daphne Renan, in a
recent Atlantic Magazine article.
Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/scotus-2022/

THE END OF ROE v WADE MEANS OFFICAL RELIGIOUS OPPRESSION
by Jean Stewart, Chair, Earth & Environment Task Force

One often ignored aspect of the debate over abortion, and the coming end of pregnant people’s access to safe
abortions in many states, is the religious aspect. The SCOTUS ruling to overturn Roe v Wade means that those states
with repressive laws on abortion will be using the power of state governments to impose the theology of a minority of
Christian denominations on all people of faith, as well as those with none. Personally, as a member of a community of
faith within the Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA), I object to having a theology not shared by my community, nor my
denomination, imposed by government fiat.
Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/the-end-of-roe-v-wade-means-official-religious-oppression/

SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE
by Karen Pataky, Chair, Health Policy Task Force

Tragically for our democracy, the far right-wing of American Christianity has captured the voice of the United States
government via the Supreme Court’s decision to invalidate Roe v Wade. The deliberation prior to the decision was so
secretive that there were few of the customary public hearings. And it’s not just abortions that will be illegal in many
states. The minority fringe has also declared that every effective method of birth control is also to be forbidden. Their
totally unscientific rationale is that even the microscopic 2-cell zygote has the ensoulment of a full-born human infant
and that any infringement of the development of that zygote is equivalent to the abortion of a full-term fetus. So, all
methods of contraception are therefore deemed illegal. Some religious leaders also perceive that condoms should be
avoided because “every sperm is a potential baby.”
Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/separation-of-church-and-state/
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Note: The preceding commentary may not represent the precise positions of every member of WNDC. We welcome feedback.

SEPTEMBER PROGRAMS
THE ECONOMY, INFLATION AND THE
MIDTERM ELECTIONS: IS FLORIDA A
BELLWETHER FOR THE NATION?
Thursday, September 8 (Hybrid)
In-person: 12:00 pm, bar opens; 12:30 pm, lunch;
1:00 pm, program
Zoom: 1:00–2:00 pm

To mark the post-Labor Day opening of the campaign
season, we have assembled a panel of three experts to
discuss national trend lines as reflected in the current
cultural and economic politics of Florida. Moderator
José Diaz-Asper is an international tax attorney with a
base in Florida as well as Madrid and Washington.
Joining him are panelists Amy Hanauer, Paul Diaz, and
Raquel Matas. Amy Hanauer is the Executive Director
of Citizens for Tax Justice, an organization that works
to bridge the income divide by advocating for equity in
tax policies. Paul Diaz is the CEO of Myriad Genetics,
which has helped millions of patients since 1991
understand how their genetics affects their health,
thereby unlocking ways to better detect, treat, and
prevent disease. Rounding out the panel, Raquel M.
Matas is a Miami attorney and an active community
leader who has spent decades on multiple law boards
and councils that advocate for LGBTQAI+ rights,
women’s equality, and immigration reform.

Director: Karyl Cafiero
programs@democraticwoman.org
Next Program Committee Meeting:
Friday, September 9, 12:00 pm

DC’S BLACK MATERNAL HEALTH CRISIS
Thursday, September 22 (Zoom)
Zoom only: 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Despite accounting for only half of all births in DC,
Black women make up 90% of perinatal deaths.
Specifically, residents of (predominantly Black) Wards
7 and 8 comprise 70% of pregnancy-related deaths,
while residents of (predominantly White) Wards 2 and
3 reported no pregnancy-related deaths. Tragically,
Wards 7 and 8 do not have the benefit of an OB/GYN
unit at their nearest hospital. To help us better
understand this appalling disparity in maternal health
care in DC, we will be joined by Dr. Jamila Perritt,
President and CEO of Physicians for Reproductive
Health, and former Medical Director of Planned
Parenthood of Metropolitan Washington, DC.

Click HERE TO REGISTER
Maternal and Pregnancy-Related Mortality Rates among District of
Columbia Residents and US Total Population, 2014-2018

Click HERE TO REGISTER
Source: dcist.com/story/22/04/28/dc-maternal-mortality-study-2022/

ON THE RADAR FOR OCTOBER
Tuesday, October 6: Democratic Nominee for DC Attorney General, Brian Schwalb
Thursday, October 13: Film Showing: The Last Battlefront: Quest for the Vote in Washington, DC with filmmaker Anna Reid Jhirad
Thursday, October 20: Son of a Slave: A Black Man’s Journey in White America with author Daniel R. Smith, Sr.
5:30 pm, bar opens; 6:00–7:00 pm, program; 7:00–7:30 pm, mingling and book signing
Daniel R. Smith, Sr., son of a man born enslaved in 1863 during the Civil War, is living proof that slavery is not distant history. His father, 70
years old when Smith was born, taught him to work hard and carry himself well, even in difficult circumstances. In his educational, professional,
and social pursuits, Smith has lived those lessons and expanded his own horizons. He was both witness to and participant in nearly a century of
struggle for Black Americans to advance in a nation founded on separatist principles. He is often called the “Black Forrest Gump” for all the
intersections he has had with historical events, political leaders, and other luminaries. In his memoir, completed in 2020 at age 90, he offers a
first-hand account of the actions, tactics, and people who have helped or hindered the United States from fulfilling the promise that “all men
are created equal.”
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SEPTEMBER 2022
MONDAY

TUESDAY

Join us for lunch! Reservations Wednesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays, 12:00–2:00 pm:
democraticwoman.org/lunch_rez
Register for programs: democraticwoman.org/events

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
1

C L U B

C L O S E D
5

6

T H R O U G H
7
WNDC: The First 100 Years
6:00–7:30 pm
Winning Wednesday
6:00–8:00 pm

Labor Day:
Club Closed
12

13

14
Winning Wednesday
6:00–8:00 pm

19

20
Eleanor Award
6:00–8:00 pm

27

26

Rosh Hashanah

Rosh Hashanah

L A B O R
8

D A Y
9

The Economy, Inflation
and the Midterm
Elections: Is Florida a
Bellwether for the Nation?
1:00–2:00 pm

Artist Reception
6:30–8:00 pm

15

16

New Member Reception
5:00–8:00 pm

21
Winning Wednesday
6:00–8:00 pm

2

22

23

DC’s Black Maternal
Health Crisis
1:00–2:00 pm

28

29

30

Winning Wednesday
6:00–8:00 pm

WNDC

Clubhouse Closed Through Labor Day
Woman's National Democratic Club
1526 New Hampshire Ave NW, Washington, DC 20036
202.232.7363
democraticwoman.org

Find event registration links in your weekly event emails or on our Facebook page at
facebook.com/WNDCLUB or on the Club website at democraticwoman.org/events.

