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President's Letter
100 YEARS PAST AND FUTURE

WNDC OFFICERS

Dear WNDC Members and friends,
Readers of this edition of WNDC’s newsletter will note the focus on a major
milestone: the Centennial of the Club’s founding. Along the way, the Club has
experienced all manner of fortunes (good and not-so-good): Party insider
status, playing catch-up to social awareness, strategic redirection, vibrant
activism, fiscal peril, real estate adventures, and more. Through it all, members have seen value in
community and have guided the Club to the 100-year mark.
Reflecting on this achievement, I have been wrestling with the frequent theme of the past: Being
encouraged to learn from it and use it as a guide. Simultaneously, it is our responsibility to set
WNDC up for a successful future. As a history major, I am mindful that the past can be a useful
advisor; as an MBA, I am determined to push our strategy into new territory—because 2022–
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2122 will be a very different century, and the Club can only persist if we adapt and grow.

Next WNDC Meetings
Executive Committee
Wednesday, Oct. 12
10:30–12:00 pm (Zoom)

2022–2122 will be a very different century, and the
Club can only persist if we adapt and grow.

Board of Directors
Wednesday, Oct. 19
12:00–1:30 pm (hybrid)

The Board is open to fresh approaches … please know that the people serving as Directors and
Officers volunteer their time to WNDC because we believe in its future. Your ideas, expertise,
and hands-on assistance can be integral to coping with the present and plotting a path forward.
In this Centennial season, past, present, and future converge. Events and exhibitions are being
staged, our archives are being mined for illuminating items, and traditions are being revived. At
the same time, GOTV volunteers are focusing their activism on the present midterms, and
working groups (see Membership, p. 5) are discussing the future. I invite you to take part in these
efforts—what a time to be a part of this storied organization!

Laura Whitaker, WNDC President
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INTERACT WITH OUR NEWSLETTER ONLINE

Next EF Board Meeting
Thursday, Oct. 13, 2:30–4:00 pm

Want to register for an event, continue reading a political dispatch, or examine
our archive artifacts? Its all included in our Newsletter Digital Companion!
Easily navigate to it by scanning the QR code to the left or typing the website
address into your browser: democraticwoman.org/oct2022
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Calendar At-A-Glance

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:
@democraticwoman

@WNDC_1922

CENTENNIAL

Gala

In 1922, Emily Newell Blair, director of women's affairs for the
Democratic National Committee (DNC), and Florence Jaffray
“Daisy” Harriman, a New York suffragist, founded the Woman’s
National Democratic Club as a home for Democratic women to

At our Centennial Gala, we will honor the Democratic
Women of the January 6th Select Committee—
Representative Zoe Lofgren, Representative Elaine Luria,
and Representative Stephanie Murphy—with our
Democratic Woman of the Year Award. This award was
first presented to Representative Barbara Jordan in 1975
and has since honored many distinguished women,
including House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright.
Please mark your calendars for this wonderful evening
honoring the past and celebrating the future of WNDC.
Members will receive a formal invitation in the mail in early
October, and online registration and ticket purchase will
be live soon.

discuss public issues and put their new franchise to work. In the
one hundred years since our founding, we’ve hosted US
Presidents and First Ladies, learned from renowned political
thought-leaders, harnessed the power of our membership to
become a hub of activism and political organizing in the heart of
our nation’s capital.
On November 17, 2022 at 6:30 pm, we will celebrate our storied
history and the legacy of women that have passed through the
Whittemore House, the home of the WNDC since 1927, as we
step into our second century.

ARCHIVES

WNDC HISTORY FLASHBACK—OCTOBER 1961
What do you find when you clean out your attic—your high school trophies,
photos of your great-great grandparents, a string of tangled Christmas lights?
At WNDC, when we clean out our attic, we find a letter signed by the sixth
President of the United States, John Quincy Adams, and a check signed by
former First Lady Dolley Madison (wife of James Madison, the fourth
president). These signed documents were uncovered by members of the Club
during the summer of 1960 and were authenticated by the Library of
Congress in October of 1961. Also found was an invitation to the White
House from Thomas Jefferson, written by his secretary, and a lithograph
copy of a letter written by Grover Cleveland. On October 12, 1961, WNDC
members displayed these documents in the First Ladies’ Room during a tea to
honor President John F. Kennedy’s “Alliance for Progress,” which was

EXAMINE ENLARGED COPIES OF THE ARTIFACTS
AT DEMOCRATICWOMAN.ORG/OCT2022

attended by wives of ambassadors from Latin American countries as well as
the wife of the Secretary of State.
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WNDC EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
SAVE AN AMERICAN TREASURE:
THE WHITTEMORE HOUSE!
The National Park Service (NPS) recently announced an
award to the WNDC Educational Foundation for $313,000
for essential repairs to The Whittemore House under the
Save America’s Treasures program. The program “supports
community-based preservation and conservation work on
some of our nation’s most important collections, artifacts,
structures, and sites for the benefit of future generations,”
according to NPS Director Chuck Sams. NPS accepts only
applications that benefit buildings on the National Historic
Registry and requires a 1:1 match.

A number of generous WNDC members and EF friends
helped us win the grant by committing to help match the
award as part of our application. Thank you!
We will be doing a full briefing on the grant and preservation
plans as well as launching a capital campaign to raise the full
match to help preserve our TREASURE. We welcome your
contributions and suggestions.
READ MORE ABOUT THIS GRANT AT BIT.LY/WNDC-NPS

ELEANOR AWARDS

Student Journalists from Richard
Wright Schools covered the Event

On September 20, 2022, the WNDC EF bestowed the
Eleanor Award to Marian Wright Edelman, founder of
the Children's Defense Fund. Mrs. Edelman was
celebrated by in-person tributes from Deborah
Weinstein, Executive Director of the Coalition on
Human Needs; Sherrilyn Ifill, President Emerita of the
NAACP Legal Defense Fund; and a surprise appearance
from her protégé, Michael Tubbs, founder of Mayors for
a Guaranteed Income. Special video tributes for Mrs.
Edelman were provided by Laphonza Butler, President
of Emily’s List and Angela Glover Blackwell, Chair of the
Board for the Children’s Defense Fund.

Mrs. Edelman's portrait will join those of past award
recipeients, Presenter Anna Fierst looks on

FROM THE COVER

VISIT OUR NEW YOUTH VOTING RESOURCE
WEBSITE—YOURVOICEMATTERS.VOTE

In 1922, a group of women who had successfully worked for
the passage of the 19th Amendment in 1920, gathered in a
Washington, DC parlor to form a club—the Woman’s
National Democratic Club (WNDC). Founders Daisy
Harriman and Emily Blair, suffrage leaders from New York
and Missouri, and other co-founders laid out a path designed
to answer the question—“What shall we do with it? The ballot,
of course! We have it! Now what?”

At YourVoiceMatters.vote, you'll be able to find and share
resources to help young people vote. Meet and support the
amazing individuals and organizations from across the
country working to mobilize young people to vote and vote
early—the population that could hold the key to the next
election! And please make sure that the young people in
your life know why it is important, are registered—and vote!

WNDC: THE FIRST 100 YEARS

As part of the Centennial Celebration, the WNDC
Educational Foundation created an exhibit of ten collages—
one for each decade—that highlight WNDC’s answer to
Emily Blair’s question and document the extraordinary
history of a century of political engagement on the part of
the Club and its members.
WNDC: The First 100 Years is open to the public during Club
hours (Weds.–Fri., 9:00 am–5:00 pm).
EF President: Pamela Johnson • Next EF Board Meeting: Thursday, Oct. 13, 2:30–4:00 pm
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Visual Arts
and Museum
Affairs
CREATION, DESTRUCTION,
AND RESILIENCE

Get Out The Vote

Currently on view in the Ballroom
through November 15th, Nimi Trehan’s
exhibition, Creation, Destruction, and

CAN YOU FEEL THE ENERGY?
SENSE THE EXCITEMENT?

Resilience showcases vibrant ruminations
on the environment and climate change.

Dems have momentum all across the country and WNDC is part of that. Our
September 7 Winning Wednesday hummed with 30 activists who produced
400 letters to voters and 50 calls to recruit Dems to be poll workers. Be part
of this energy:
Stop by WNDC on Wednesdays for an afternoon and evening of activism!
From 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm, we will have postcard writing led by our
PPC committee.

These brilliant colors express Trehan’s
appreciation of nature’s wonders,
mankind’s destruction, and nature’s
rejuvenation. All art is available for
purchase, contact Claire Sandberg at
vama@democraticwoman.org for more
information.

Then, bring your activism in-person or via Zoom during the evening
from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm for our full Winning Wednesday event,
which includes writing and calling voters, candidate drop-ins via Zoom
to tell us about their race, trivia games, raffles for campaign swag, and
trash talking MAGA republicans.
Recruit friends and family to join you on Wednesdays!
Buy raffle tickets at (actblue.com/donate/wwwndc) to support our letter
writing efforts, and win campaign swag and other prizes.
Ask friends and colleagues in battleground states to register to be poll
workers through nonpartisan organizations such as powerthepolls.org.
They'll get trained, might even get paid, and definitely will make sure that
all voters are able to cast their ballots. This is one of the most important
things any of us can do now, as the GOP recruits "armies of poll workers"
to "look for fraud."
Remind everyone you know, especially young voters, to vote the entire
ballot for state and local offices as well as for federal offices. Secretaries
of state, county sheriffs, and school board members are crucial to our
democracy and we need our Blue Wave in those positions as well.
REGISTER FOR WINNING WEDNESDAYS AT MOBILIZE.US/WNDC/

Membership News & Events
WINE SAMPLING SOCIAL

FALL PLANNING DISCUSSION

Thursday, October 20 at 5:00 pm

Thursday, October 27 at 7:00 pm via Zoom

WNDC members are invited to join us for a fun evening sampling
wine from around the world and enjoying hors d'oeuvres.

All are welcome to attend a virtual Fall planning discussion
with the Membership Committee. Discussion topics include
revitalizing membership and the Centennial celebration.
RSVP by emailing lstrieder@wellesley.edu

More details and registration will be available soon!
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PUBLIC POLICY
& POLITICAL
ACTION
COMMITTEE

POLITICAL
DISPATCH DIGEST

Next PPC Meeting Date:
Monday, October 3, 5:00 pm
kjpataky@comcast.net

Find full articles and calls to action at democraticwoman.org/category/ppc.

Director: Karen Pataky
Secretary: Jean Stewart
Task Force Chairs
DC Metro: Patricia Bitondo
Earth & Environment: Jean Stewart
Education & Children's Issues
Foreign Policy & National Security
Temitope Fajingbesi
Gun Violence Prevention
Health Policy: Karen Pataky
Human Rights & Democracy
Elizabeth Clark
Racial Equity: Rosalyn Coates

LEADING THE 21ST AMERICAN CENTURY

by Cynthia Efird, Member, Foreign Policy & National Security Task Force
Three events at the beginning of September demonstrated that the United States is again
practicing skillful statecraft under President Biden and his team. Foreign policy advances are, by
their nature, incremental and easily overlooked. They are, however, important for the security of
our nation and our reputation in the world. Let me point out what seems clear proof that the
United States is again playing a leading, positive role in the international community.
First, the United States is working to counter Russia’s dangerous attempts to weaponize energy
supplies to gain advantage in Ukraine. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is forcing governments to
spend billions to keep their factories working and citizens from freezing as winter looms.
Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/oct2022

DEMOCRACY, OUR NEW TOP ISSUE

by Elizabeth Clark, Chair, Human Rights & Democracy Task Force
Democracy, our new top issue—that is the way it’s been listed for weeks, taking precedence over the economy and inflation. Even
though Democracy has almost always been at the very bottom of the list, nobody has expressed any concern about it because,
perhaps unconsciously, the change is connected to something they care about and which required a vote: the Roe v Wade reversal.
People have become aware that they care about their access to abortion and that this is under threat in many states. And in most
cases the way to combat this is to vote for the other party—the Democrats. Kansas demonstrated this very sharply in its vote this
August on the issue of the Roe v Wade reversal.
Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/oct2022

“

“THE CHURCH–STATE WALL IS CRUMBLING
by Karen Pataky, Chair, Health Policy Task Force

Far-right Christians have planned to reverse Roe v Wade since the day of the SCOTUS decision in 1973. Between ex-President
Donald Trump and Senator Mitch McConnell, two Supreme Court seats were unfairly ceded to far-right Catholic nominees. All
three lied to Congress and stated that Roe v Wade was “settled law” and would be honored. But all three voted with the other
Catholic justices appointed by previous Republican presidents.
Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/oct2022

SEPT. 22 AT 1:00 PM— ZOOM PROGRAM

DC'S BLACK MATERNAL HEALTH CRISIS
Despite accounting for only half of all births in DC, Black women make up 90% of perinatal deaths.
Specifically, residents of (predominantly Black) Wards 7 and 8 comprise 70% of pregnancy-related
deaths, while residents of (predominantly White) Wards 2 and 3 reported no pregnancy-related deaths.
Tragically, Wards 7 and 8 do not have the benefit of an OB/GYN unit at their nearest hospital.
To help us better understand this appalling disparity in maternal health care in DC, we will be joined by
Dr. Jamila Perritt, President and CEO of Physicians for Reproductive Health, and former Medical
Director of Planned Parenthood of Metropolitan Washington, DC.

Register at democraticwoman.org/oct2022
If you missed this program, members may visit our website's member portal to access the video along with recordings of all our past
programs. Need help logging in? Please contact info@democraticwoman.org.
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Note: The preceding commentary may not represent the precise positions of every member of WNDC. We welcome feedback.

Director: Karyl Cafiero
programs@democraticwoman.org
Next Program Committee Meeting:
Friday, October 14, 12:00 pm (Hybrid)

OCTOBER PROGRAMS
PAC-TALK:
DEMYSTIFYING LOBBYING
Thursday, September 29 at
6:00pm via Zoom (Members Only)
PAC-Talks (Policy, Activism,
Collaboration) are where WNDC
members can dig into topics that
deserve a full hour of participation.
This month, our expert-on-hand—
Paolo Mastrangelo, Head of Policy
and Government Affairs for
Humanity Forward—will kick off a
discussion about lobbying: what is it,
what it does, how it works, what the
misperceptions are, how we as
individuals can act as lobbyists.

REGISTER FOR ALL PROGRAMS AT DEMOCRATICWOMAN.ORG/OCT2022

DANA MILBANK—THE DESTRUCTIONISTS
Tuesday, October 11– 5:30 pm, bar opens; 6:00–7:00 pm, program
Dana Milbank, Washington Post columnist and author, will join us for
a discussion regarding his latest book, The Destructionists: The
Twenty-Five Year Crack-Up of the Republican Party. In his book,
following the questionable careers of Republican party heavyweights
Newt Gingrich, Karl Rove, Mitch McConnell, and Rudy Giuliani, and
those of many lesser-known lowlights, Millbank recounts the
shocking lengths the Republican Party has gone to maintain its grip
on the American people.

Film Showing with Filmmaker, Anna Reid Jhirad

THE LAST BATTLEFRONT—QUEST FOR THE VOTE
IN WASHINGTON DC
Thursday, October 13– 5:30 pm, bar opens; 6:00 pm, film begins; 7:15 pm, Q&A

The Last Battlefront is a historical film—the first ever made—about a
two-century struggle for basic rights of democracy, self-government,
and representation in Congress in Washington, DC, as told through the
lives and voices of its people, Black & White. They seek rights long
held and treasured by every American in all the states, but which are
denied to residents of the nation’s capital.
Alongside the filmmaker, Anna Reid Jhirad, join the Woman’s National Democratic Club for a showing
of her latest film, The Last Battlefront. After the film, you’ll have the chance to ask questions and
engage in a discussion with the filmmaker herself!

DEMOCRATIC NOMINEE FOR
DC ATTORNEY GENERAL,
BRIAN SCHWALB
Thursday, October 6
5:30 pm, bar opens; 6–7 pm, program
Brian Schwalb will join us for an indepth look at the roles and
responsibilities of the position as well
as its priorities including juvenile
justice, government accountability,
affordable housing, and environmental
protection.

SON OF A SLAVE: A BLACK MAN’S JOURNEY IN
WHITE AMERICA
with author, Daniel R. Smith, Sr.
Tuesday, October 25– 12:00 pm, bar opens; 12:30 pm, lunch;
1:00 pm, program (Hybrid)
Daniel R. Smith, Sr., son of a man born enslaved in 1863 during the
Civil War, is living proof that slavery is not distant history. His father,
70 years old when Smith was born, taught him to work hard and carry
himself well, even in difficult circumstances. In his educational,
professional, and social pursuits, Smith has lived those lessons and
expanded his own horizons. He was both witness to and participant in nearly a century of struggle for
Black Americans to advance in a nation founded on separatist principles. He is often called the “Black
Forrest Gump” for all the intersections he has had with historical events, political leaders, and other
luminaries. In his memoir, completed in 2022 at age 90, he offers a first-hand account of the actions,
tactics, and people who have helped or hindered the United States from fulfilling the promise that “all
men are created equal.”

PAC-TALK:
MID-TERM ELECTION
POLLING INSIGHTS

THE BETRAYAL: HOW MITCH McCONNELL
AND THE SENATE REPUBLICANS
ABANDONED AMERICA

UPCOMING IN NOVEMBER

Tuesday, October 25 at 6:00 pm
via Zoom (Members Only)

with author, Ira Shapiro, and William Galston
of the Brookings Institution

Thursday- November 3– Rosa Parks Beyond
the Bus: Life, Lessons, and Leadership with
author H.H. Leonards

We'll hear polling insights from
Meryl O’Bryan, the Vice President
of Lake Research Partners, and
then, with our expert-on-hand as a
resource and guide in the
conversation, members will discuss,
ask questions, and offer their own
observations on the topic.

Thursday, October 27– 12:00 pm, lunch;
12:30 pm to 1:30 pm, program (Hybrid)

Tuesday, November 8– Election Results
Watch Event
Thursday, November 17– Centennial Gala

In a moderated conversation with William Galston of the
Brookings Institution, the author of The Betrayal: How Mitch
McConnell and the Senate Republicans Abandoned America, Ira
Shapiro, will detail how the US Senate responded to the
challenges posed by the Trump administration and its
prospects under President Biden.
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Club Hours: Weds.–Fri., 9:00 am–5:00 pm.
WNDC staff members are available Mon.–Fri., 9:00 am–5:00 pm

OCTOBER 2022
MONDAY

TUESDAY

Lunch Reservations Weds.–Fri., 12:00–2:00 pm:
democraticwoman.org/lunch_rez
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REGISTER FOR PROGRAMS AT DEMOCRATICWOMAN.ORG/EVENTS/

Woman's National Democratic Club
1526 New Hampshire Ave NW
Washington, DC 20036
202.232.7363 | democraticwoman.org

Find event registration links in your weekly event emails or on our Facebook page at
facebook.com/WNDCLUB or on the Club website at democraticwoman.org/events.

