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Women’s workforce
participation means
that weekday Club
activities have
limited appeal

Communications
channels have
splintered, requiring
multiple channels to
reach members

Sources of expertise
have bloomed at
well-funded think
tanks and policy
shops, diluting
WNDC’s centrality
as a hub for idea
sharing

COVID-19 reshaped
the behavior of
members physically
traveling to
downtown DC
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Dear WNDC Members, 

The Club’s Centennial milestone prompted reflection about changes
over time. The visualization here highlights the “most used words” from
my President’s Letters and reports to the Board—you can see that
members are, as always, at the center! I encourage us all to continue
with an awareness of the challenges posed by 2023’s context:

Isabella
Djerassi

The mid-sized words that I relied on—events, staff, committee, revenue, board, work—are
going to be critical in our Club’s next chapter. My optimism is unshaken, but it remains
uncharted how an organization formed under one set of circumstances can thrive under
different conditions 100 years later.

Cover photo credit to Sara Bollag
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DAISY HARRIMAN LEGACY CIRCLE
Members Pledge the Gift that Keeps on Giving 

 

 Protecting Our Past and Present by Remembering Our Future 
Meet Some of Our Legacy Circle Members 

WNDC’s Centennial celebration in 2022 has now passed, and those celebratory events will remain indelibly in our memory banks.
Let’s remember, however, that this milestone was possible only because we have been able to stand on the shoulders of our 1922
founders and the shoulders of members who followed. Our revitalized legacy initiative, aptly named after one of our founders,
Daisy Harriman, will help ensure that in 2122 future members can celebrate an even more impressive milestone. 

In the next few months, we will highlight some current Legacy Circle Members and tell you why they are lending their shoulders
for us to stand on as we seek to provide a steady financial path for future generations by including WNDC in their wills and trusts: 

has provided me with endless 
opportunities for leadership positions, 
activism, learning, and steadfast enduring
friendships. Gill and I decided some time ago to help ensure the
Club can keep those welcoming doors open for future
generations, long after we have departed this earth. This is why
we’ve included WNDC in our trust.  -Shelly Livingston

 

I joined WNDC in late 2003, shortly
after retirement from Capitol Hill and
the shameful,  ill-fated invasion and
occupation of Iraq. I needed kindred
spirits and a way to channel my anger
into positive activism. I was
immediately welcomed with open
arms. Over the past 20 years the Club 

GILL & SHELLY LIVINGSTON
I am leaving a monetary remembrance
in my will to the Woman’s National
Democratic Club. There are personal
reasons. The WNDC has brought me
together with people who share my
values and have become my close
friends. I’ve been able to think
through my ideas on how to
strengthen democracy even in this age
of threats from authoritarian power
holders and authoritarian culture.

 

ELIZABETH CLARK

NOTE: WNDC Daisy Harriman Legacy Circle Co-chairs Shelly Livingston and Melinda Burrell are planning a speaker program in the late
spring or early summer with a planned giving expert to address the essentials for providing the Gift that Keeps on Giving.  

Democracy is a force for development, innovation, and moral
enlightenment which gives us the respect for one another that
makes democracy a source of joy and power. -Elizabeth Clark

"A shoutout to our MVP coach, seasonal staffer Jose
Villegas, who was recognized for his commitment to
engaging youth through soccer in addition to coaching
several teams to the finale." -Montgomery County
Recreation

J O S E  V I L L E G A S  ( " E F " )

"I wanted to write about Walter. He is amazing. He
makes sure everything is perfect and goes above

and beyond doing everything he can to make it an
enjoyable event. Even more than that he is

knowledgeable, friendly, calm, and does everything
he can. You are lucky to have him there and we are

lucky to have him working on our events." 
-Event Attendee

W A L T E R  S P R I N G M A N



Like last month, search and find the name of one
member inside a wine bottle (pictured right) somewhere
within the newsletter. If you find your name, you will
get a complimentary drink (alcoholic or non) at any
event at the Club that month. The winner must attend
an event at the Club that month to claim it.  

APRIL EVENTS

In March we officially rang spring in, but in April, we make it
real by venturing outdoors! Join us for our first garden event
of the year, where we will (hopefully) bask in the sunshine
while drinking refreshing specialty cocktails and decorating
sweet treats. Food will also be provided. Register here!

REGISTER FOR ALL EVENTS AT DEMOCRATICWOMAN.ORG/EVENTS/  OR WITH QR CODE BELOW

MEMBER SOCIAL:  GARDEN PARTY ON
THE PATIO
Wednesday, April 19 at 5:30–7:00 pm

FIND YOUR NAME FOR A FREE
DRINK 

Program Committee  • Director: Karyl Cafiero | programs@democraticwoman.org • Next Program Committee Meeting: Friday, Apr. 7, 12:00–1:30 pm 

Brooke Lierman, Maryland’s first woman Comptroller and the first woman independently elected to statewide state
office in Maryland, will speak with us about a range of topics, including the path to breaking a glass ceiling in state
office today. She will also answer questions such as 1) What does a Comptroller do? 2) Why did she want that position,
and what does she hope to achieve there? And 3) How did she become the first woman in Maryland elected statewide
for a state office? We'll learn about her many responsibilities and areas of influence including receiving taxes and
issuing refunds, signing off on state contracts, and managing the state pension fund. Register here!

BROOKE LIERMAN: MARYLAND'S FIRST WOMAN COMPTROLLER
Tuesday, April 11 at 12:00 to 2:00 pm

Next Membership Committee Meeting:
Monday, Apr. 10, 5:30–6:30 pm via Zoom

Lilly Strieder, Director | lstrieder@wellesley.edu
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EF:  WNDC: THE FIRST 100 YEARS  GUIDED RECEPTION
Tuesday, April 4 at 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm
Details on p. 5.

Details above.

M E M B E R  S O C I A L :  G A R D E N  P A R T Y  O N  T H E  P A T I O
Wednesday, April 19 at 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm

T R A I N I N G  T H U R S D A Y :  V O T E R  P R O T E C T I O N  T R A I N I N G

Offered by Rosalyn Coates, Esq. (WNDC Vice President) and Dr. Jane Nicholson (Facilitator), through a 2-hour Peace
Circle conversation to WNDC members and guests, we’ll gather to engage in conversations about lived experiences.
These circle conversations grow organically as a sense of common interests emerges. With gentle facilitation, a sense
of connectedness grows, along with a sense of how we’ll engage together going forward. Learn more and register here!

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE WORKSHOP
Thursday, April 27 at 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm

REBECCA BOGGS ROBERTS: UNTOLD POWER: THE FASCINATING RISE AND
COMPLEX LEGACY OF FIRST LADY EDITH WILSON 
Thursday, April 13 at 12:00 to 2:00 pm
Women’s history does not end in March! Join us for a book talk featuring author Rebecca Boggs Roberts as she
discusses her new book, Untold Power: The Fascinating Rise and Complex Legacy of First Lady Edith Wilson. With narrative
verve and fresh eyes, leading historian on women’s suffrage and power, Rebecca Boggs Roberts takes an unflinching
look at the woman whose ascent mirrors that of many powerful American women before and since: one full of the
compromises and complicities women have undertaken throughout time in order to find security for themselves and
make their mark on history. Register here!

Details on p. 6.
Thursday, April 13 at 6:00 to 8:00 pm

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ejpl9mvx2e07e3de&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://democraticwoman.org/events/
https://democraticwoman.org/events/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/brooke-lierman-marylands-first-woman-comptroller/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/restorative-justice-workshop/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/rebecca-boggs-roberts-untold-power-the-fascinating-rise-and-complex-legacy-of-first-lady-edith-wilson/


Since its founding in 1991, the WNDC Educational Foundation (EF) has worked with DC schools and students—
supporting Young Women Leaders; offering internships; donating clothes and computers; inviting students to
programs and events at the Whittemore House; and, during the pandemic, distributing 35,000 meals to students
and families in need.

The EF has also produced and distributed educational calendars and online materials on women’s history in
collaboration with DC high schools. Women's history is under-represented in high school curriculum. As noted in a
formal position statement of the National Council of the Social Studies, "Although women represent over half the
world’s population, the social studies curriculum largely overlooks and underrepresents their stories and
perspectives and marginalizes their voices, positions of power, and influence throughout the larger society." A DC
history teacher shared that 71% of the images in history textbooks are of men; women and especially women of
color are poorly represented.

In 2023, thanks to support from members, volunteers, and the DC Commission for Arts and Humanities, the
Foundation distributed Women Firsts! planners to more than 3,000 students and teachers in 30 DC high schools in
all 8 wards.

WNDC EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 

EF President: Pamela Johnson • wndceducationalfoundation.org • Next EF Board Meeting: Thursday, Apr. 13, 2:30–4:00 pm 5

- WNDC: The First 100 years Ten extraordinary collages tell the history of the Woman’s National Democratic Club
from its founding by suffragists in 1922 through 100 years of political activism and camaraderie. They are located on
the second floor of The Whittemore House. “Guided” reception, Tuesday, April 4, 4:00–6:00 pm. $20. Check our
website for registration - coming soon!

- DCWomenOrganize.stqry.app A walking tour of 8 women’s organizations headquartered in Dupont Circle and
founded a century ago. Self-guided (link) or led by DC women tour guides (Dates to be announced).

- Eight million young people will be eligible to vote in the next Presidential election—if they register. EF is working
with the DC League of Women Voters and other groups to promote registration in high school. We are currently
updating our best practices web site—yourvoicematters.vote and holding a launch event (date to be announced).

March 10, 2020 March 8, 2023

DON'T MISS!

http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
http://dcwomenorganize.stqry.app/
http://yourvoicematters.vote/


Our Ballroom Gallery exhibition features Cheryl Ann Bearss’ work, “Nature and
the Soul.” Very appropriately, Bearss’s exhibition features trees in every season,
as our city trees bloom and burst into leaf for Spring. Her art is meticulous and
reminds us all of the importance of trees in our lives. They not only provide us
with beauty but also with shade, cleaner air, and cooling properties, but most a
sense of joy and calm. Bearss is inspired by trees, as have been many poets,
writers, and painters for centuries. We are delighted to have Cheryl Ann Bearss’s
work on exhibition until Tuesday May 16. Two of her exquisite works were sold
on opening night, and several more since then, so visit and choose one for
yourself that will provide joy and calmness all year round in your home.
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Get Out The Vote Mindy Burrell & Michelle Radecki 
GOTV Committee Co-Chairs

Next  Meeting: Thursday, Apr. 6, 5:30 pm via Zoom

Mark your calendar for our April 13th DNC-led "voter support hotline" training. Wether you're a returning GOTV volunteer, or a
new activist, join us at the Club or online to learn how to help voters make their vote count. This is a fun and fulfilling way to support
voter protection. States such as Kentucky already know they will need out-of-state volunteers remotely supporting their hotline. 
  
Refreshments, a raffle, activism and camaraderie are on the agenda from 6–8 pm. Register here! And if you're not able to join us, but
want to support our letter-writing efforts, consider donating for stamps by clicking here.  
  
The next GOTV committee meeting will be Thursday April 6, from 5:30–6:30 pm by Zoom. Contact Michelle
(mmradecki@gmail.com) or Mindy (mcburrell@hotmail.com) for more information. 

Nuzhat Sultan, Director | vama@democraticwoman.org

READY TO ANSWER THE CALL? HOTLINE TRAINING APRIL 13TH

Art Exhibition: Art Exhibition: Nature and the SoulNature and the Soul

Choosing a Path
36” x 24” 

Oil 
$750.00 

WNDC’ Historic Furniture Collection
 

In VAMA’s efforts to share information about
our collection, we are featuring our sofa in the
Blair Room. This sofa was gifted to the WNDC

by Mr. Williams Ross Hubbard in memory of his
mother, Mrs. Wilbur Hubbard, 8th President of
the WNDC (1937–1939). When it was donated

this sofa was described as a French, carved
Empire sofa; however, subsequent repairs and

review by F. Carey Howlett & Associates,
indicate that it is a Classical Revival Sofa in the

French Empire style dated to the mid-19th
Century. The mahogany sofa has beautiful

carved shell patterns in the rounded arms (which hold compartments), large paw feet, and acanthus carvings. We hope you will
enjoy sitting on this sofa, but request that you not try to open the compartments. (It is susceptible to humidity and heat and can be

damaged by opening and closing the drawers.)

https://democraticwoman.org/about-us/leadership-committees/
https://mobilize.us/s/ouz2iq
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/winweds


POLITICAL 
DISPATCH DIGESTDIGEST

7Note: The preceding commentary may not represent the precise positions of every member of WNDC. We welcome feedback.

PUBLIC POLICY 
& POLITICAL 
ACTION 
COMMITTEE
Director: Karen Pataky 
Secretary: Jean Stewart
Task Force Chairs
  DC Metro: Patricia Bitondo
  Earth & Environment: Jean Stewart
  Education & Children's Issues
  Foreign Policy & National Security 
  Temitope Fajingbesi
  Gun Violence Prevention
  Health Policy: Karen Pataky
  Human Rights & Democracy
  Elizabeth Clark
  Racial Equity: Rosalyn Coates
  Housing and Homelessness: Hollin 
  Dwiggins

Next PPC Meeting Date:
Monday Apr. 3, 5:00 pm

Karen Pataky, Director 
kjpataky@comcast.net

On March 8, 2023, International Women’s Day, one of our most influential US diplomats, Ambassador Linda Thomas-
Greenfield, US Representative to the United Nations, led US efforts to mark the day. That week was also the beginning of
the 67th Session of the UN’s Commission on the Status of Women. Ambassador Thomas-Greenfield led the US delegation
and explained to the world the Biden Administration’s efforts to stop digital harassment and secure gender equality.

Although not as well-known as she should be in this country, Ambassador Thomas-Greenfield has had a continuing and
important impact on US foreign policy and played a critical worldwide leadership role for more than three decades,
primarily in the State Department, but also in academic and private capacities.

Find full articles and calls to action at democraticwoman.org/category/ppc, or with QR code.

Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/dcs-choice-build-housing-to-address-residents-needs-or-continue-to-commodify-housing-for...

Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/international-womens-day-2023-amb-linda-thomas-greenfield-at-the-united-nations

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2023: AMB. LINDA THOMAS-GREENFIELD AT THE
UNITED NATIONS
By Cynthia Efird, Member, Foreign Policy & National Security Task Force

At our March 6, 2023 meeting, Pat Bitondo introduced former Council Member Elissa
Silverman, who had served many years as an at-large DC Council Member. She was
defeated for re-election in the 2022 DC election. WNDC President Laura Whitaker asked
how the Club could best take positive action in the District, citing local government
incompetence, especially with regard to the DC Housing Authority (DCHA). 
Elissa is excited that we’re excited about improving the bad situation with 
the DCHA, which she said needs more oversight by both government and
the public. We taxpayers get so little in return, especially in terms of 
services for the less affluent. Government services are especially bad for 
poorer residents. 

District residents are awash in DC government rhetoric of “affordable housing production.” The administration touts the
benefits of its affordable housing programs—the Housing Production Trust Fund (HPTF), DC Housing Authority’s (DCHA)
transformation of public housing developments, and the inclusionary zoning (IZ) program. A closer look reveals that these
and other housing programs produce a majority of market rate and luxury units, sometimes overwhelmingly so, while
producing few housing units for the DC residents most in need of housing and housing assistance. The result is an
escalating housing crisis accompanied by massive displacement of poor working-class Black and Brown residents from the
city.

DC’S CHOICE: BUILD HOUSING TO ADDRESS RESIDENTS’ NEEDS OR CONTINUE TO
COMMODIFY HOUSING FOR DEVELOPERS’ PROFITS

PPC GUEST ELISSA SILVERMAN
By Jean Stewart, Secretary, Public Policy & Political Action

Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/ppc-guest-elissa-silverman

By Renée Bowser, Esq., Ward 4 Committeewoman, DC Democratic State Committee, Guest Contributor

EARTH DAY: APRIL 22—ONE WAY TO CELEBRATE: CONSIDER GETTING OFF GAS
By Jean Stewart, Chair, Earth & Environment Task Force

The Earth & Environment Task Force article in this Newsletter includes information about why “natural” gas (fracked
gas, mostly methane) is bad for the environment and for our own health.
New technology in electric power makes it more efficient and cost effective to switch to electric home appliances. Electric
heat pumps have been greatly improved since they were first introduced, and now provide reliable heating and cooling.
Induction stoves are much better for cooking than the old electric stoves many still use (or remember) and combine the
good qualities of gas (rapid heating and cooling) with none of the drawbacks. The initial investment is not cheap, but over
time is very cost effective, while gas utility rates will continue to increase.
Read the full article at democraticwoman.org/earth-day-april-22-one-way-to-celebrate-consider-getting-off-gas

https://democraticwoman.org/category/ppc/
https://democraticwoman.org/category/ppc/
http://democraticwoman.org/dcs-choice-build-housing-to-address-residents-needs-or-continue-to-commodify-housing-for-developers-profits
http://democraticwoman.org/international-womens-day-2023-amb-linda-thomas-greenfield-at-the-united-nations
http://democraticwoman.org/international-womens-day-2023-amb-linda-thomas-greenfield-at-the-united-nations
http://democraticwoman.org/dcs-choice-build-housing-to-address-residents-needs-or-continue-to-commodify-housing-for-developers-profits
http://democraticwoman.org/dcs-choice-build-housing-to-address-residents-needs-or-continue-to-commodify-housing-for-developers-profits
http://democraticwoman.org/ppc-guest-elissa-silverman
http://democraticwoman.org/ppc-guest-elissa-silverman
http://democraticwoman.org/earth-day-april-22-one-way-to-celebrate-consider-getting-off-gas
http://democraticwoman.org/earth-day-april-22-one-way-to-celebrate-consider-getting-off-gas
http://democraticwoman.org/earth-day-april-22-one-way-to-celebrate-consider-getting-off-gas
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Find event registration links in your weekly event emails or on our Facebook page at
facebook.com/WNDCLUB or on the Club website at democraticwoman.org/events.

W
N
D
C Woman's National Democratic Club

1526 New Hampshire Ave NW
Washington, DC 20036
202.232.7363 | democraticwoman.org

Club Hours: Tues.–Fri., 9:00 am–5:00 pm. 
WNDC staff members are available Mon.–Fri., 9:00 am–5:00 pm

 
Lunch Reservations Wed.–Fri., 12:00–2:00 pm:

democraticwoman.org/lunch_rez 

REGISTER FOR PROGRAMS AT DEMOCRATICWOMAN.ORG/EVENTS/

1110

6 7

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

12 13 14

17 18 19 20 21

24 25 26 27 28
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Brooke Lierman:
Maryland's 1st Woman

Comptroller
12:00–2:00 pm

Member Social: Garden
Party on the Patio

5:30–7:00 pm

GOTV: Training Thursdays
6:00–8:00 pm

 

Passover Begins

Restorative Justice
Workshop

5:30–7:30 pm

3 4

27 28 29 30 31

Rebecca Roberts: 
Untold Power

12:00–2:00 pm

Bart Sheard: Workers’ Right
to Organize and the Fight

for Democracy
6:00–7:30 pm

Eid al-Fitr

Educational Foundation:
WNDC: The First 100 Years

Guided Reception
4:00–6:00 pm

Special GOTV Reception
6:00–8:00 pm

 

Member Theater Outing:
Gloria, A Life

12:00–2:00 pm

https://www.facebook.com/WNDCLUB/
https://democraticwoman.org/events/
https://democraticwoman.org/events/
https://democraticwoman.org/
https://democraticwoman.org/lunch_rez/
https://democraticwoman.org/lunch_rez/
https://democraticwoman.org/lunch_rez/
http://democraticwoman.org/events
https://democraticwoman.org/event/brooke-lierman-marylands-first-woman-comptroller/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/brooke-lierman-marylands-first-woman-comptroller/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/brooke-lierman-marylands-first-woman-comptroller/
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ejpl9mvx2e07e3de&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ejpl9mvx2e07e3de&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://mobilize.us/s/ouz2iq
https://mobilize.us/s/ouz2iq
https://democraticwoman.org/event/restorative-justice-workshop/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/restorative-justice-workshop/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/rebecca-boggs-roberts-untold-power-the-fascinating-rise-and-complex-legacy-of-first-lady-edith-wilson/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/rebecca-boggs-roberts-untold-power-the-fascinating-rise-and-complex-legacy-of-first-lady-edith-wilson/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/rebecca-boggs-roberts-untold-power-the-fascinating-rise-and-complex-legacy-of-first-lady-edith-wilson/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/rebecca-boggs-roberts-untold-power-the-fascinating-rise-and-complex-legacy-of-first-lady-edith-wilson/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/bart-sheard-workers-right-to-organize-and-the-fight-for-democracy/
https://democraticwoman.org/event/bart-sheard-workers-right-to-organize-and-the-fight-for-democracy/

